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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The deadline for each issue is the 11th of the preceding month. So the
deadline for the February issue is 11th January.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine. These will be
reproduced in black and white.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact the editors.

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Images should be sent as PDF, TIFF, or JPEG. If you send
a JPEG, then please make it as high resolution as possible.

Cover picture: istockphoto.com
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But is it True?

In the run up to Christmas I’ve been pondering how many people ‘do
stuff’ for the local community in our villages around the hill and not just
through our churches.  It struck me how much we rely on each other to
make our communities and villages the places they are.  In community life
we genuinely need one another, we rely on one another and so at
Christmas time particularly we have the opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to
so many people in this wonderful place.

Pondering reminded me that when Mary realised she was to become the
mother of Jesus and all that that entailed ‘she treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.’  His birth tells us that God became a
human person in Jesus.  But surrounded by family and friends, presents
and cards, we can easily lose sight of the centre-piece of the Christmas
story.  The example of Mary should cause us to ponder.

The past year has seen enormous changes locally, nationally and
internationally and I won’t bore you by reminding you of them.  The New
Year will bring more change, at the very least a change of date from one
year to the next;  Elmley Castle and the Combertons and the wider Bredon
Hill Group of churches will hopefully be welcoming a new priest and no
doubt more change will follow that appointment.  Returning to the theme
of people ‘doing stuff’ it occurred to me that God has also been active in
the past year as well as the present and will be in the future.  We are
reminded of this at Christmas when we celebrate the coming of God
through Christ into the world; a God of love, goodness, justice and
generosity.  But also a God who is faithful; not changeable like the
weather, not unpredictable like some of us, or capricious like some in
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public life; a God who will stick with us despite all our personal failings.

In his well-known poem ‘Christmas’ John Betjeman posed the question of
whether ‘this most tremendous tale of all’ is true and like Mary, who
‘pondered all these things in her heart’ he came to the conclusion that it
was:

No love that in a family dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,

Can with this single truth compare.
That God was man in Palestine

And lives today in bread and wine.

 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
With every blessing for the Christmas season.

Clive Parr
Elmley Castle

From the registers

Funerals:
2nd November Angela Mary Carlton Cross

St Michael’s, Great Comberton
17th November Mel Grinnell

Pershore Abbey
23rd November  Gwen Rice

St Peters, Little Comberton,

Baptism:
26th November Becky Cross, St Mary the Virgin, Elmley Castle
26th November Kayleigh Smith, St Mary the Virgin, Elmley Castle
26th November Aria May Crabtree, St Mary the Virgin, Elmley Castle
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Pilates Tone Up Class
for everyone.

Every Friday morning from 9.30am,
starting on 12th January in Elmley

Castle Village Hall

For more information
contact Ibby:
07892720345,
facebook: Ibby Fit,

email: ibby.pt7@gmail
.com
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Campanology Part 2
Did you hear them? A peel was rung at Little Comberton  on  Saturday
21st October, and on my return from Pershore, I stopped by to listen. I
was the only one there, but it gave me an excellent opportunity to read
the pamphlet, prepared and written for our new incumbent.  It describes
our villages’ lives to the full. This is in the vestry.
I’ve had four more learning sessions, and am progressing.

When about to ring, the fIrst
thing to do is “ring it up”. This
entails tolling, or chiming  the
bell, as one would say a five
minute bell, allowing it to
swing, and gradually pulling
harder and harder until it
eventually gets to an upside
down or inverted position,
slightly past the vertical.  The
bell is now ready for ringing
Getting ready for ringing, I
gather a loop in the rope, with a
small tail loop always in my left
hand.  I never let go of this tail
loop.
When ringing, I place both
hands on the sally, slightly above eye level, with right hand uppermost,
pulling  the sally down gently, as if to go down to my shoes, letting go
with my right hand at the bottom, and placing it below my left hand,
which continually holds the rope tail. This is called the Hand stroke.
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At the bottom the tail rises, with both hands on the rising rope and
allowing the bell to become inverted again. Now I have stopped the rope,
and am ready to pull down on the Back stroke. Once at the bottom, the
sally rises again, and I change my hands to allow the sally to slide up
through my hands, until I judge the bell is just past vertical, when I stop
pulling. Now I am ready for the next Hand stroke.
The art is to pull the Hand and Backstrokes with sufficient  effort to
ensure the required speed and  rhythm.
Right now I need more practice to ensure my hand  movements  occur
automatically.
Many years ago, when learning to ride show ponies at Overbury with
Thurston Holland Martin, the cries used to be......Look Up.   Look
between the ponies ears.   Heels Down. Toes Up. Straight Back...
Now it’s  Elbows In.  Down through the Floor.   Relax.   Smile.   Not so
hard, that one hit the stay....
We are lucky to have someone willing to spare the time to teach us new
skills.
At lunch time today Graham Partridge telephoned to say he would give
me some further instruction at 10.00am on Remembrance Sunday, so
with Tony’s recommendation, I’m nearly there!

David Bezzant
Bricklehampton

Graham Partridge
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Local school brings community together
for a night to remember

Ladies’ Night in October at Elmley village hall saw three fabulous come-
dy dance acts – the Lady Boyz, the Sand Dancers and the North Cots-
wold Full Montonians – performing to a sell-out crowd of 150 local
ladies, ranging from 18 to 80 year olds. Put on as a fundraiser for both
Elmley Castle First School and the Worcester branch of the Multiple
Sclerosis Society, the evening raised over £3,500.00 and was the inspira-
tion of school mum Lisa Sharp who said, “Our jaws literally ached from
laughing so much. We couldn’t have wished for a more hilarious and
successful evening.”

Youth may not always have been
on their side, but the dance acts
who performed, along with the
brave dads who donned pink box-
er shorts and bow-ties to work as
waiters for the evening, certainly
gave the audience of current and
former school mums, teachers,
old pupils and villagers a night to
remember.

This was an evening that showed
the exceptional parental support
that Elmley Castle First School
receives, together with a deep loy-
alty and affection from the wider
community. It is a school that has been integral to the community for
nearly 150 years, and the mutual support is evident in events like this as
well as those like last Friday’s wonderful harvest festival, singing for
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Bricklehampton nursing home at Christmas, and May’s Oak Apple cele-
brations.

Situated in an enviable position at the foot of Bredon Hill, Elmley School
is blessed with fantastic outside spaces, small class sizes, a family atmos-
phere and caring teachers who know their pupils inside out. The school
is going from strength to strength, with pupils joining across the age
groups from in and out of catchment.
If you would like to find out more about Elmley Castle C. E. First School,
come and explore our amazing environment.
http://www.elmleycastle.worcs.sch.uk
01386 710279

Photos:
Local Mark Cieslik as MC for the evening
One of the performing acts; The Lady Boyz
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The Countryside

2017 a very good year
 for Dog’s Vomit Slime Mould

In the words of Pete Seeger: “There is a season turn, turn, turn” and turn
they do but also become increasingly difficult to distinguish. Year on year
warmth becomes more tangible but increased dryness could, just could,
be a trigger for real concern. Working recently on a mature oak tree
particular care had to be taken to avoid fragmentation due to the extreme
brittleness of the wood. In the great heatwave of 2006 apple trees
collapsed as branches dried out and lost elasticity. If this trend is
confirmed, native British woodlands could be subject to long-term threat.

Writing in November, with Pershore the warmest place in Britain at 16oC,
Red Admiral butterflies remain active on rotting fruit. In Devon enough
warmth has been received by developing laburnum flower buds to allow
them to flower twice in a year but it is harder to explain why lilacs in
Evesham are flowering now. In its Cheltenham Road a fine Mediterranean
Strawberry Tree is bedecked with ‘strawberries’ rivalling any Christmas
decoration. Cow parsley, the familiar roadside umbel, is flowering now at
Eckington. In this case enough warmth has been received to allow the
plant to develop from seed to flower in one year making it annual rather
than biennial, a rare observation. In the first few days of each January the
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland conduct a ‘flower hunt’ and the
number of flowering wild plants continues to increase: in 2015 it was 386
and in 2016 it was 612.

Nesting Little Egrets are now joined by cattle and Great White Egrets in
Britain. Speckled in white, the woodlands at Coed Benarth on the Conwy
Estuary mirror Florida’s Everglades. This group of egrets traditionally
characterised the south European wetlands but I was told recently that in
some places in south western Spain, including at the great wetlands
fringing the Guadalquivir, they are now in active decline as climatic
trends impact on the aquatic biology of those rivers.
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Fig. 1. Populations of Garden Tiger Moth are now more likely to be found on the coast.
© P.F. Whitehead.

For some animals mild winters are problematic. For many wintering
insects, and for mammals such as dormice, uniformly cold temperatures
are the key to success. One of our most beautiful moths, the Garden Tiger
Moth, which has declined nationally by about 90%, is likely to have been
impacted on by, amongst other things, milder winters and colder springs.

The slime moulds form a taxon distinct from all other animals plants and
fungi. Like fungi they create spore-bodies that may be brightly coloured
and intricately structured. One that is not well structured and may or may
not in your opinion be well-named is Dog’s Vomit Slime Mould,
Mucilago, as much a feature of autumn on Bredon Hill as its Fly Agarics.

P. F. Whitehead
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What a wind up
In January 2018 Dave Saunders will have
been winding the clock of St Peter’s
Church, Little Comberton for 50 years –
50 years of climbing a near-vertical
ladder, fitting a heavy handle, adding or
removing weights and winding, a very
physically demanding job which he has
quietly and faithfully undertaken every
single week. He has shown extraordinary
commitment, has never failed to turn
out, whatever the weather, never failed
to ensure the clock keeps perfect time. In
addition he has raised and lowered the
flag on the tower at appropriate times of
the year, which has involved climbing yet more near-vertical ladders,
clambering through the bell chamber and out onto the roof and up another
ladder to the flagpole, in all weathers.
This has been a real service to the village, for which we are deeply grateful. Dave
still wants to continue for as long as he can. One day, when he finally hangs up
his winding handle, the clock will be automated, as there is unlikely to be a
volunteer to take over - they don’t make them like Dave anymore!

On Saturday 20th January the Link coffee morning will be a special event to
honour Dave’s long years of
service. It will be at Angie
Budden’s home, Hopwood,
Manor Lane, Little
Comberton, from 10am-12
noon. Everyone who knows
Dave and would like to
celebrate with us is warmly
invited.

Penny Spiller
Little Comberton
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November Winners

1st 22 Malcolm Sorrell   £25.00
2nd 17 Robert Blackwell   £16.00
3rd 57 Steph. Benning   £10.50

Sponsored run - Thank You
On Saturday 11th October, my great grandson, who is 10 years old, ran 11 km to raise
money in memory of his childhood friend, who was 11 years old when he lost his life
through a tragic accident.
A big "thank you" to you all for your support! We raised £260, which will be added to
the total sum to be donated to: The Paediatric Intensive Care Unit, Birmingham Chil-
dren's Hospital        Doris Cooper

Full Peal - Thank You
What a lovely treat on Saturday 21st October to hear a full peal of bells coming from St.
Peters Church, Little Comberton.  Thank you to Steve and your intrepid band of ring-
ers.                     Dave Saunders

4th 95 Graham Buxton   £5.00
5th 56 Sandra Roberts   £5.00
6th 82      Peter Wright         £5.00

Monday

10 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC

1.45 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC

7.15 p.m. Zumba EC

8.15 p.m. Pilates EC

Tuesday

10.30 a.m. Art Class LC

2 p.m. Art Class LC

2 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC

6 p.m. Shotokan Karate
Juniors

LC

7 p.m. Shotokan Karate
Adults

LC

7 p.m. Scouts EC

Wednesday

11 a.m. Active Retired
Workout

LC

5.15 p.m. Beavers EC

6.30 p.m. Cubs EC

8 p.m. Men’s Pilates EC

Thursday

9.15 a.m. Yoga LC

7.00 p.m. Circuit Training EC

8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC

Weekly Clubs and Classes
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YOU COULD SAVE A LIFE
ELMLEY CASTLE PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR
An automated external defibrillator (AED) has been installed in the former BT
phone kiosk, Main Street, Elmley Castle for use by members of the public.
In cases of sudden cardiac arrest, if the victim is not responding, not moving
and not breathing:

● DIAL 999 immediately and follow the instructions given by the
operator.

● Commence CPR and, if possible, send someone else to fetch the
defibrillator.

The defibrillator will give simple, step-by step instructions by automated voice.
Once the electrode pads are in place, the heart rhythm will be analysed and if
necessary instructions given to administer a shock. It will NOT allow a shock to
be given unless it is required.
A small bag is attached to the AED carrying case – this contains a resuscitation

facemask, scissors (to remove clothing
quickly) and a razor (to remove excess
hair from chest).
This life-saving equipment has been
made available by the EC Parish Council
through use of part of the Wychavon
New Homes Bonus allocation. We were
grateful to obtain £500 matched funding
from the Four Acre Trust as part of a
scheme to provide AEDs to rural areas
in Herefordshire & Worcestershire.

The defibrillator has been registered with the West Midlands Ambulance
Service. The Identity Number 4011 (for the exact location of the AED) has been
marked on the cabinet and the AED case and should be given to the emergency
call operator. Anyone using the AED would be covered by NHS insurance. A
training session for using a defibrillator/CPR took place on 5th October with 32
persons trained that evening. Local First Responders have kindly offered to
hold a further training session (with demonstrations & practical sessions), date
to be confirmed – please check village notice boards and website. Enquiries to
Sara Speed ( 710776 or email thespeeds94@gmail.com).
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Many thanks to Sandy & Tim Foster for their wonderful pictures and account
of their trip to Antarctica. Their amazing video of kayaking whilst only a few
meters from eight enormous whales drew ‘Oohs and Ahs’ from us all … scary!

Our Christmas Party is on 11th December at 2.30pm - please note that this is
the second Monday in December. We will be in the main hall, so plenty of
room  if you wish to bring friends along. There will be Carol singing by the
Link choirs and hopefully the schoolchildren will also be giving us some songs.
With Christmas nibbles and home made wine we should really get into the
spirit.

2.30 Elmley Village Hall.

Please note there will be no meeting in January.

Jenny & Will Easton 710682

The first Friday every month
The Cafe at The Queen Elizabeth

10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.

Everyone welcome, from all villages

For details, contact:
Gail Taite (710600)       Sarah Speed (710776)

Angela Budden invites you to
Hopwood House, Manor Lane, Little Comberton

Saturday 20th January
from 10a.m. until 12 noon
(£2 voluntary donation in support of our churches)

Includes a chance to meet and thank Dave Saunders for his service to the village (see Pg 14)
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Now is the time to register
with the SeSaME Oil Buying
Club helping us all to get the
most competitive price for
our oil and supporting village community projects to boot!
Register at: http://sesame.oilbuyingclub.com to become a member and
place an order. It only takes a few minutes and once done the registration
lasts forever.
If you have any queries don’t hesitate to contact your Buying Club Man-
ager:  Mike Parker, either by email or phone. Phone 01386 881863.  Mo-
bile: 07949200207. Email: energy@sesame.me.uk
Website:  http://www.sesame.me.uk

PLEASE HELP US TO WRITE A HISTORY OF ELMLEY
CASTLE FIRST SCHOOL

In 2019 Elmley Castle First
School will celebrate its
150th anniversary and we
would like to put together a
history of the school to
mark this occasion. It
would also be a good addi-
tion to the school website.
To do this, we need your
help… Any photos, documents or anecdotes (with dates if possi-
ble) relating to your or your family’s time at the school, the history
of the school or Oak Apple Day will be gratefully received.
Hard copies of your photos or documents can be left at the school
reception and will be carefully scanned and returned to you, or you
can email mary@walton-mackenzie.com
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Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com
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An Invitation to
children, parents and friends to join us for our

Christingle Service
A candlelit Advent Celebration on

Sunday 10th  December at 10:00 a.m.
In St. Peter’s Church, Little Comberton

(In aid of the Children’s Society)

There will be refreshments after the service
We will be making the Christingle oranges at the children’s

Advent Activity Morning on Saturday 9th December

Advent Activity morning,
Saturday 9th December

10am – 1pm in Little Comberton Village Hall.

We welcome all school age children from our villages. We will again be
encouraging youngsters to join in activities in readiness for Christmas.
There is still time to pre-register any children who you would like to
take part, as this helps us to ensure we have a range of activities &
materials available. There will be the usual £4 charge towards cost of
materials & refreshments, payable on the day. During the morning we
will be making ‘Christingles’ to be used during the 10am service the
following day at St Peter’s Church.

If pre-registering children for the Advent Activities, please contact
either Edith or Yvonne
Yvonne Seward                                                                      Edith Powell
Tel:710417                                                                               Tel:710790
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Advent 2017 Windows in Little Comberton.

Thank you to all who have offered to ‘light a window
for Advent’ again this year, and also to the new offers.

The first lights will be on December 1st and then each
following night a new window will be added.
We begin with Wick Road and Pool Close and then
Orchard Drive, Manor Lane and Pershore Road will
begin. The Church will be added on 17th December –

our Village Carol Service at 6pm.
As you walk or drive around our village, can you spot the new windows – a
special focus for dog walkers and the children!
Several now keep their windows lit until January 6th – Twelfth Night, and I’m
hoping that you could even keep a window lit until February 2nd Candlemas.
Our world is in need of ‘light’. We hear of unrest, climatic disasters, inhumani-
ty and poverty in all corners of our world. Let us hope that our lights in Little
Comberton will help to remind us of the real meaning of Christmas.

Yvonne Seward 710417
Little Comberton

We meet at 2.00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at Great Comberton Village Hall.  There is a
guest speaker each month and new members will be
made most welcome.
Wednesday 10th January
 Ed Reynolds - A surprise!

Mrs A Reynolds 710179

Crib Service is on 24th December at St Mary’s Elmley Castle
at 4pm. Come along and sing carols and place the Baby Jesus in the
manger.
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Great Comberton Social Club - Dates for your diary

Friday 8th December 2017 at 7:30pm. Christmas Crackers! Come and
join us to start the festive season in the Village Hall. A drink on arrival
and Mick’s legendary canapés to get you in the mood for Christmas.
Tickets free to Great Comberton residents and there will be a pay bar. A
great opportunity for villagers “Old and New” to mingle and get togeth-
er for a chat. We also want to hear from you for new ideas for social
club events in 2018.
Friday 26th January 2018 at 7:30pm. Our famous Burns supper with all
the trimmings. Dig out your kilts and bagpipes for a great evening to
celebrate the birth of the “Bard of Ayreshire”

Tickets are always limited, so please contact Graeme for these events on
710977.  We look forward to seeing you!
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Calling all Elmley Castle Carol Singers

On Thursday 21st December a group of villagers will
be carol singing around Elmley Castle in aid of
The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust.

We’ll meet outside the Queens at 6.45pm,
returning sometime later!

Anyone interested in joining us would be very welcome, just turn up
at the time above, or if you have any queries please call:

Nick & Jane Launder on 710954

ELMLEY CASTLE C.of E. FIRST SCHOOL
and

MUMS ALOUD

Friday, December 15th  at 7.00 pm
in

St. Mary’s Church, Elmley Castle
In aid of

R.A.F. Benevolent Fund  and in memory of Ed Barker
Tickets. £8.00 - children 16 and under free.

Obtainable from any “Mum” or on the door.
Interval......with refreshments...(Donations gratefully received)
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Gardening Club does not meet in December …..
BUT …..

at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th January 2018 in Little Comberton
Village Hall, we will be able to enjoy and be informed by Jez Taylor,
Manager of the Market Garden at Daylesford Organic Farm in
Gloucestershire, who will tell us about growing organic vegetables.

Jez comes from a family-run plant nursery in the Vale of Evesham; he
trained in horticulture at Reading University and in 1998 set up his own
market gardening business. In 2007 he was appointed as consultant for a
market garden initiative being set up by The Eden Project. He became
Market Garden Manager at Daylesford in 2008.

Members £1 and visitors £3 to include light refreshments.
For further information please contact Edith Powell, tel: 710790
information please contact Edith Powell, tel: 710790

Little Comberton Sports & Social Club

Every 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month.

Little Comberton Village Hall
2 p.m. – finish about 4.15 p.m.
24 hands of whist. Refreshments are served halfway through.
£2 to play including 2 raffle tickets and refreshments.

Dates: Thursday 14th December, 11th & 25th January
The second Whist Drive each month is in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal
We are a friendly group and would welcome any new players.
We also offer a transport service from Pershore and other villages if needed.

If you have never played before and would like to learn to play, please contact:

Susan Knight on 710522 or Edna Haynes on 710450.



27

Christmas in Great Comberton
Sunday 17th December
Village Carol Service 6pm
Everyone most Welcome to join in our traditional Carols,
Music and Readings and enjoy a glass of wine and mince pie.

Monday 18th December
Carol Singing round the Village
raising money for the Acorn
Hospice in Worcester.
Please do come and
join us and meet at
the phone box at
6.30pm.

Monday 25th December
Christmas Day Service 10am. Do come along and celebrate this special
day.

A NEW MARKET in the ELMLEY CASTLE VILLAGE HALL
on Thursday 30th November

      9.30 – 11.30 am
Stalls selling local produce will include –

●  Plantation Herbs (herb jellies, pickles, dried chillies)
●  Nurse’s Cottage fruit cordials and other drinks
●  Pat Lovett’s cakes and preserves
●  Chrissy Barnes (Christmas Wreaths, fresh flowers)
●  Fresh vegetables
●  Greeting cards

This is a new community venture organised by Elmley Castle Village Hall
Committee and, if successful, will be held monthly.
Why not join us for coffee/tea and biscuits and do a little shopping? Don’t
forget the mobile Post Office will be outside the Village Hall from 9– 10am.
Any enquiries: Sara Speed (tel: 710776 or email thespeeds94@gmail.com)
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Council Tax cold calling

Concerns have been raised about companies urging residents to pay out signifi-
cant sums of money to challenge their Council Tax banding, when it can be
done online for free.
Malvern Hills District, Wychavon and Worcester City councils have all re-
ceived calls from residents who have been contacted by companies claiming
their property is in the wrong Council Tax band. They then say they can inves-
tigate this for them for an up front fee of £150.
When challenged by one resident who said she could do this herself, she was
incorrectly told if she did she would have to pay £400 to £600 to do so.
All three councils are reminding residents that they do not need to pay any-
thing if they believe their property is in the wrong Council Tax band. Instead a
check can be made online for free and in minutes or by writing to the Valuation
Office Agency (VOA) which is responsible for allocating Council Tax bands.
All properties in England are given a Council Tax band, which determines how
much they pay, based on the price of the property in 1991. However, it is possi-
ble some properties were put into the wrong bands due to historic errors made
in valuing homes by the Government when Council Tax was introduced.
Anyone who believes they may be in the wrong Council Tax band should visit
www.gov.uk/council-tax-appeals and follow the instructions. The VOA will
make a decision on your challenge within two months. Residents will need to
continue paying Council Tax during this time and it is possible properties
could move up bands as well as down.
Vic Allison, Deputy Managing Director for Wychavon which hosts the
South Worcestershire Revenues and Benefits Service for all three councils,
said: “This company is acting in an unscrupulous way by trying to charge peo-
ple to pay for a simple check residents can do themselves online for free. We
want people to be aware of this so they don’t unnecessarily part with their hard
earned money.”
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Local Walks with Cotswolds Voluntary Wardens
No walks have been planned as yet however please refer to
the website for updates as walks may be planned at short
notice.
For more information see www.escapetothecotswolds.org.uk

Reminders (see November’s Link for details)

Tewkesbury Choral Society Concert
Saturday 2nd December 2017 @ 7.30 pm

Bredon Hill Group Advent Carol Service
Sunday 3rd December 2017 @ 6.00 pm

Looking Ahead

Friday 6th February WI Coffee Morning 10.30-12.00 GC Village Hall
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During the vacancy, if you wish to enquire about Baptisms and Weddings,
please contact the Rectory Office. All other enquiries should be addressed to
one of the Churchwardens

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

The Office is open on Wednesdays 8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m.
Printing and photocopying facilities available during office hours.

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,
Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

Mr R. Johnston Brook House,
Bricklehampton WR10 3HJ 01386 710079

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mrs M. Archer Neston, Russell Street
Great Comberton, WR10 3DT 01386 710295

Mr D. Rowley Quay House, Quay Lane
Great Comberton WR10 3DU 01386 710005

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr M. Roberts Dormer Cottage
Elmley Castle, WR10 3HW 01386 710653

Mr J. Seely 11 Parkwood,
Elmley Castle  WR10 3HT 01386 710301
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Claire Davies (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls
Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Parish Councils
Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton  Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
& Netherton elmleycastlepc@mail.com 552233

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
 littlecombertonpc@outlook.com 552233

Great Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com 552233
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael &
All Angels

St Peter St Michael &
All Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Sunday 3rd
December
Advent Sunday

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

Wed 6th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 10th

December
2nd in Advent

8.30 a.m.
Holy

Communion

10 a.m.
All Age

Christingle

Wed 13th 10.00  a.m.
Morning Prayer

Sunday 17th

December

3rd in Advent

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

4.00 p.m.

Carol Service

4.00 p.m.

Carol Service

6.00 p.m.

Carol Service

6.00 p.m.

Carol Service

Wed 20nd 10.00  a.m.
Morning Prayer

Sunday 24th

December

4th in Advent

4.00 p.m.

Crib Service

11.30 p.m.

Midnight
Eucharist

Monday 25th

December

Christmas Day

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

Wed 27th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 31st

December
10 a.m.
United Benefice
Eucharist
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael &
All Angels

St Peter St Michael &
All Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Wed 3rd 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 7th

January

1st after Epiphany

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

8.30 a.m.

Holy
Communion

Wed 10th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 14th

January
2nd after Epiphany

8.30 a.m.

Holy
Communion

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

Wed 17th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 21st

January

3rd  after Epiphany

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

Wed 24th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 28th

January

4th after Epiphany

10 a.m.

Parish
Eucharist

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

Wed 31st 10.00 a.m.
Eucharist

Ring your Transport Co-ordinator
Great Comberton Phil Archer 01386 710295
Little Comberton Edith Powell 01386 710790
Elmley Castle John Sharpe 01386 710372
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December

Friday 1 10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe Queen’s Elmley

Friday 8 7.30 p.m. Christmas Crackers Great C Village Hall

Saturday 9 10.00 a.m. Advent Activity Little C Village Hall
Sunday 10 10.00 a.m. Christingle Service St Peters LC

Thursday 14 2.00 p.m.  Whist Drive Little C Village Hall

Friday 15 7.00 p.m. Christmas Concert St Mary’s Elmley
Saturday 16 10.00 a.m. Festive Coffee St Mary’s Elmley
Sunday 17 4.00 p.m. Carol Service St Mary’s Elmley

4.00 p.m. Carol Service St Michael’s Brickle.
6.00 p.m. Carol Service St Michael’s  GC
6.00 p.m. Carol Service St Peter’s LC

Monday 18 6.30 p.m. Carol Singing Great C Phone Box

Thursday 21 6.45 p.m. Carol Singing Queen’s Elmley

Sunday 24 4.00 p.m. Crib Service St Mary’s Elmley

January

Friday 5 10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe Queen’s Elmley

Wednesday 10 2.00 p.m. WI Meeting Great C Village Hall
Thursday  11 2.00 p.m.  Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
Wednesday 17 7.30 p.m.  Gardening Club     Little C Village Hall
Saturday 20 10.00 a.m. Link Coffee morning Hopwood, Manor Lane
Thursday 25 2.00 p.m.  Whist Drive Little C Village Hall

Friday 26 7.30 p.m.  Burns Supper Great C Village Hall

December/January Events


