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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The deadline for each issue is the 11th of the preceding month. So the
deadline for the March issue is 11th February.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine. These will be
reproduced in black and white.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Images should be sent as PDF, TIFF, or JPEG. If you send
a JPEG, then please make it as high resolution as possible.

Cover: Top of Hill Lane. Sally Jane Photographic Art. Elmley Castle
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Lent 2018  “The Journey to the Cross”

This year, the Lent Course in the Bredon Hill Group will be
led by Canon Ken Boyce, former Rector of St Martin’s, Lon-
don Road, Worcester and one-time Rural Dean of Pershore.

Once again it will be a combination of plenary sessions and
local groups. The plenary sessions will begin on Ash

Wednesday,  14th February at St. Giles Bredon. Subsequently they will be on; 28th Feb-
ruary at Ashton under Hill, 14th March at Eckington, with the final session being on
28th March at Elmley Castle, which is the Wednesday of Holy Week. All Sessions
will begin at 7.30pm. In between the plenary sessions we hope that people will meet in
local groups to explore in more detail, and in a more intimate way the material present-
ed when we are together. Once again we are hoping that there will be local groups dot-
ted all around the Hill. If you are prepared to host or lead a group please contact one of
the Clergy of your Churchwarden.

This Lent we will be reflecting in scripture and art Jesus journey to the cross, sometimes
expressed in the liturgical service called the ‘Stations of the Cross.’ We will think about
all the characters involved in the action which surrounded Jesus final hours, imagining
what they might have been feeling, and considering how we might have reacted had we
been there. We hope that the course will deepen our understanding of Jesus passion
and death, and help us grow on our own journey of faith.

Ken, the leader of this year’s course writes:  “Going on a journey is these days an over-
used expression for any challenge or opportunity, thanks to talent shows such as Strict-
ly. So people of faith can feel robbed of a useful metaphor for life’s spiritual pilgrimage.
But there is a rich and inescapable biblical tradition of journeying which we depend on
for our spiritual growth: the banishment from the Garden of Eden, Abraham’s emigra-
tion from Ur, the Exodus and the wilderness experience of Moses, the Exile and return
from Babylon, the journey to Bethlehem, the flight into Egypt – we have many different
models for our developing relationship with God, transporting us from one place to an-
other.

Christians have traditionally used the days of Lent to travel alongside Jesus towards a
deeper understanding of how God speaks to us today. Christ’s own wilderness experi-
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ence inaugurated his ministry of teaching and healing and we follow him as he makes
his fateful progress to Jerusalem. His last journey is known by many Christians as the
Via Dolorosa and for centuries, in their hearts and minds, Christians have made that
journey with Jesus, especially in Holy Week. We are not spectators along the way, or
unmoved bystanders. Pilate’s futile attempt to wash his hands of responsibility makes
us feel grubby: like Simon of Cyrene, we are called to share a burden often not of our
own making: the women of Jerusalem weep on our behalf: Christ’s death brings for-
giveness for us too: and his resurrection gives us hope that we can be made new again in
God’s second creation.
Going on this journey is the theme of our Lent Course. I am grateful for the opportuni-
ty to be with you this Lent. My thoughts will be illustrated by a set of paintings by the
Worcester artist Sara Hayward. Her Stations of the Cross were first exhibited in
Worcester Cathedral in April 2017. I look forward to where our journeying will take
us.”

Matthew Baynes

Lent Home Group Meetings
The Bredon Hill Lent Course will be accompanied by home groups in this Parish.
There is no need to book in advance. You may attend whichever group you wish.
Further details are available from the group leaders, whose telephone numbers are
included.

Wednesday Afternoons: February 21st , March 7th , and 21st    Time: 2.30pm
Venue: Rivendell, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle
Hosts: Richard Walton and Mary Mackenzie
Leader: Peter Hayes Tel: 710547

Tuesday evenings: February 20th , March 6th , and 20th    Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Twinton, Orchard Barn, Elmley Road, Little Comberton
Host: Ann Simcox
Leaders: Roger and Penny Spiller Tel: 710725

Thursday evenings: March 1st ,  8th  and 15th     Time: 7.30pm
Venue: The Pound, Front Street, Great Comberton
Hosts and leaders: Phil and Helen Airdrie Tel: 710558
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A few words of introduction from Revd David Lewis

On Sunday 4th March I shall have the privilege
of becoming Rector of Elmley Castle with
Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great Comberton
and Little Comberton, and also Assosciate
Priest for Ashton-under-Hill. So I have been
asked to write a few words to introduce myself.
Here are ten points, all of which are perfectly
true:

1.    One February I spent ten days living in a tent in the middle of
Norway, using it as a base for cross-country skiing. The temperature was
around minus 14C most of the time: it was a relatively mild winter by
local standards.

2.    My parents were both from South Wales. My late father played
cricket for Wales, at schoolboy level, before the war. My mother has
travelled widely and speaks several languages.

3.    Everybody asks about my accent. Well, I was born in Liverpool and
grew up in Birmingham, so it is not surprising if I have got an unusual
voice.

4.    At Cambridge University my undergraduate geography dissertation
was assessed as a First. It was about economic development and traced
the spread of the electricity grid across a particular district in southern
India. (In the end my degree was an Upper Second).

5.    It took me 6 weeks to walk from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Mediterranean along the length of the Pyrenees, covering approx 600
miles.

6.    I was Officiating Chaplain to the British personnel at NATO
Northern HQ in Stavanger. I was still playing in the Headquarter’s
football team after my 40th birthday.
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7.    I once met the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh in an art gallery in
Oslo. As one does.

8.    I have conducted 500 funerals, but I have lost count of the number of
baptisms and weddings.

9.    Three years ago I had a triple heart bypass, and I have also got a stent
in one of my arteries.

10.  Two years ago I did the Camino pilgrimage, taking 5 weeks to walk
500 miles from France, across northern Spain, to the shrine of St James
at Santiago de Compostela.

Rather than writing an article as such, I have deliberately listed some of
the more colourful episodes from my life, hoping that these might
provide points of contact when we meet.
Anyway, I am very much looking forward to meeting each of you, and to
serving as a priest in the Bredon Hill Group Ministry.

David Lewis.

Wednesday morning 10am services
at St Peter’s Little Comberton

Our services alternate, using formats from the Iona and
Northumberland communities as well as C of E Eucharist.

On Wednesday, 14th February, as it is Ash Wednesday, we will be
including  The Imposition of Ashes. You are very welcome to join with

us, even if you don’t usually come to the Wednesday service.

Note for your diary:
There will be a service at 4.00 p.m. on Sunday 4th March at St Mary the
Virgin, Elmley Castle, when Revd. David Lewis will be licensed as our
new Rector.
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

Lizzie & Kat’s Cleaning
& Helping Hands.

We are a small family
run business situated

near Fladbury.
Honest, Friendly & Reliable.

Established since 2004

For more information please call
01386 860206
07532129612
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The Countryside
……………….and little fleas have lesser fleas and so ad infinitum

A parasite is an organism that benefits at the expense of its host. In a paper
endearingly entitled ‘Medieval man and his worms’ Clare de Rouffignac
concluded that people in medieval Britain almost everywhere were subject
to infestation by up to three types of intestinal worms. That’s the clever
thing about parasites, they can reduce the vigour of their host but it is not
in their interests to kill it. The Seven-spot Ladybird provides an amazing
illustration of this.

A small wasp Dinocampus lays an egg on the adult ladybird from which a
larva enters its body and selectively consumes its fat reserves and
reproductive organs over a period of a few weeks. While this is going on,
the ladybird behaves normally. Eventually the larva leaves the ladybird,
which remains alive and creates a cocoon underneath it, but here is the
point. The ladybird although alive is now reduced to a state of suspended
animation as a guard for the wasp cocoon until the adult wasp emerges.
How clever is that?

The Bed Bug has had an association with man since early times. When
Bacchus descended into hell he pleaded with Jupiter that on his return all
the drinking taverns should be free of Bed Bugs. The complex structures
in modern dwellings give this insect plenty of hiding spaces. It is a true
nocturnal vampire appearing after midnight until just before dawn and
probably anaesthetises the wound caused by its toothed stylets; I was last
bitten by one in Russia and never felt a thing. Females can lay 100 eggs but
only at a rate of two or three a day thus ensuring that dead Bed Bugs are
replaced sequentially.
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Fig. 1. The winter of 2017. A mixed flock of Teal, Wigeon and Shoveler find an ice free pool below St Michael’s
Church at Great Comberton. © P.F. Whitehead.

Mistletoe is not a true parasite because it derives only part of its nutrition
from its host. Nowadays associated with orchards this is a recent
development and in the wildwood where wild apple occurs only at low
densities it would have occurred much more sparsely on a wider range of
trees. Healthy mistletoe has clear green foliage but on cultivated apple
trees it proliferates unnaturally until the foliage becomes bronze then
yellow before finally the host tree dies and the mistletoe dies  with it.

The Greater Dodder Cuscuta is another interesting hemi-parasite mostly
limited in this area to nettle beds along the floodplain of the River Avon
where I first found it during 1987. Bleached winter nettles may reveal the
twining stems of dodder which sink its haustoria into them by which it
effectively drinks.

P. F. Whitehead
Little Comberton
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Campanology 3
Practice....More Practice.

Graham  Partridge (an apology for the title error on the photo last time. He was
Tony Cocks) phoned me before Remembrance Sunday to ask me along to
Elmley Castle to join him at 10.00hrs before the service to ring for a while. My
aim!  He asked how I was getting on, and allowed me all the Back Strokes. This
was progress, as I had aimed, since starting in September, to get in the Bellfry
that day.
Meanwhile, my lessons at Eckington  have continued. On Thursday 8
December Tony said I now just needed more practice. I replied that I was
finding a week between lessons was a long time. What about tomorrow? He
said OK, but on Friday morning it snowed!  But we made it, and began. Tony
invited me to pull the bell off, then carry on with 2 complete Hand Strokes,
continuing with me doing every back stroke, and then alternating with each
hand stroke. Next he said “Yours, or Mine” for each hand stroke, and then
“You have 3” and after a short while, “You’re getting greedy, have 5”. Then,
while concentrating hard, I looked up and saw Tony sitting on a  bench away
from me........I was ringing automatically, just like riding a bicycle, without
realising it!
Interestingly, Tony had been on a course, and had been firmly told “ Never say
DON’T”. I had heard this before, when staying in New Zealand with a couple
who were hosting a boy who needed special care. Thus, Tony said “Keep your
hands together” NOT “Don’t keep your hands so far apart”. This is a good
lesson for life.
Now I need more practice, so that I can judge every time exactly when the bell
is at the top of its point of balance, because this is the exact place where  I shall
have to pause while letting another bell swap places with mine while Change
Ringing. First I shall have to master Round ringing, which is exactly what it says
on the tin. If I am ringing number 3 bell, and we are ringing 1,2,3,4,5,6, I have
to allow the same time following 2, as 2 follows 1. Thus we achieve a methodical
and well timed round of bells.
Now for more PRACTICE.

David Bezzant
Bricklehampton
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Four Acres Nurseries
Herbaceous, shrubs,

climbers,summer bedding
and Veg plants.

Hanging baskets and pots
Wide range of compost.

Open 10.00 -5.00
Tel 01386 550357

Great Comberton Road.

Remedial Massage
& Bodywork

Treating muscular pain and injuries
Aiding postural alignment

and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)

Tel:  07776 142427
www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton
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Elmley Castle Cricket Club

Following the latest Annual General Meeting, the club would like to pay its
thanks to two long term officials who confirmed they would be stepping down
from their current roles and  have devoted much of their time to the club over
the years. Peter Barnes who has been President of the club for 19 years has or-
ganised many fundraising events including club dinners, race nights and coun-
ty benefit matches that have helped raised several thousands of pounds for the
club. I am pleased to report that he was made an Honorary Life President by
the members to show their appreciation. Peter is succeeded by Brian Woodford
who, after 22 years as Chairman of the club, has  stepped down from the role
and was unanimously appointed President by the members. Brian has worked
tirelessly for the club and has overseen many improvements to the pavilion and
the facilities on offer at the club and ensured the club has continued to thrive
for which the members were extremely grateful.

I am pleased to report that the club won promotion to the Cotswold Hills
League division 1 last season and continues to field teams on a Saturday and
Sunday, together with three junior teams playing regularly. We are always keen
to attract new members and if anyone is interested in playing then please con-
tact myself (710 331) or Robin Eaton (710 002).

Will Bailey (Chairman)
Little Comberton

Mel Grinnell
I would like to thank all those who sent cards and condolences to my family and me
over the death of Mel.  I had well over a 100 cards. Thank you also to Jenny who did a
wonderful job on the organ. I am sorry the service in the Abbey was so long and people
were getting cold.
The collection for St Richards Hospice raised £1,126.60. That will help nurses to come
and help look after people in their own homes instead of going into the hospice.
Thank you again

Ross Grinnell
Little Comberton
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Advent Activities 2017
Thank you to all the children [and parents] who came to Little Comberton Village Hall
for our activity morning. We welcomed children from all of our 4 villages, some
‘regulars’ and some new comers.
There was a lovely spicy aroma from the kitchen where the mince buns – yes buns not
pies – proved very popular. Cards, calendars and decorations were made with several
new activities. The production of Christingles for the service on the following day, added
another aroma of oranges – all very ‘Christmassy’.  A pause in the activities gave time for
hot chocolate, cookies and another enthralling story from Graham.
Thank you to all the helpers – those preparing activities, preparing the hall on the Friday
evening, so that we were all set to go as the children arrived, and those who despite
feeling exhausted, tidied everything away and helped to leave the hall as we had found it
when the session was over.

So, make a note of Saturday, 8th December and hopefully we will not only welcome back,
but also welcome new children to join us.

Yvonne Seward & Edith Powell
Little Comberton

Advent Windows
Once again, our village shone out as we lit up in preparation for Christmas.
Thank you Little Comberton, for lighting up and many of you were alight until 12th
night.
Those still shining out have not forgotten! Some lights will shine until February 2nd
Candlemas. Then hopefully, the nights will be getting lighter and Spring will be in the
air.

Yvonne Seward
Little Comberton

Shoe Box Appeal
Thank you so much to everyone who contributed in any way to the 2017 Shoe Box
Appeal.   Once again the response was  good and we were able to send just over 100 shoe
boxes  from our Parish, filled with all sorts of goodies,  to go with all the many thousands
of boxes collected by T4U,  to children who have probably never known what it is to have
something which is theirs alone.  Once again, very many thanks for all your help.

Mary Rednall
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‘All Age’ Services
Christingle Service at St Peters, Little Comberton - 2017
A big thank you to the parents who brought their families through the snow – deep and
crisp and even – to join those ‘young at heart’ for our All Age Annual Christingle
Service. We had a congregation of 50 brave souls who enjoyed the service, which was in
aid of the Children’s Society. The lovely warm Church welcomed the intrepid folk,
many who had walked from Great Comberton, Bricklehampton and Elmley Castle to
be there. A wonderful atmosphere and if you missed it – make sure you are there on
December 9th 2018.
Perhaps a time to note on your calendar – our next All Age Service will be on  Sunday
March 11th – Mothering Sunday at St Peters, Little Comberton.

Christmas in Great Comberton 2017
A special thank you to Janice and her helpers who decorated the church beautifully for
Christmas, a joy to see the church looking so festive in the candle light.  We were
delighted to welcome so many people to the Carol and Christmas Day Services.
The Carol singers ventured round the village singing their hearts out under the
guidance of Chris Dent. We are delighted to have raised £193 for the Acorn Hospice.
Thank you to all those who took part and a big thank you to everyone for your
generous donations.

Elmley Castle Carol Singing
A big thank-you to all those carol singers who braved the elements on Thursday 21st
December and to those who supplied welcome refreshments. We collected £211.72 in
aid of The Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust.

Nick & Jane Launder

December & January Winners

 Number  Name Amount
1st 106 Gino Danesi  £25.00
2nd 97 Pat Perry  £16.00
3rd 38 Carol Rabbette  £10.50
4th 131 Roger Bigg  £5.00
5th 55 Lance Cooper  £5.00
6th 61 Ann Simcox  £5.00

 Number Name Amount
1st 122 David Gardiner £25.00
2nd 137 Any & Elle Huntingdon £16.00
3rd 28 Bob Shaw £10.50
4th 118 Brian Woodford £5.00
5th 100 Polly Ann Andrews £5.00
6th 114 Sally Davis £5.00



18

Little Comberton Carol Singers Ensemble!!

The Comberton Carollers assembled in Pool Close on a lovely, mild, dry evening ideal
for the purpose.  Having lubricated those vital vocal chords, not too much alliteration I
hope and having welcomed several new faces we sallied forth into the darkness.  The
singing was of a very high
standard and appeared to
be appreciated by all those
villagers kind enough to
open their doors.

We were welcomed into
The Grange by Nigel and
Pauline and arranged
ourselves up the staircase in
order to resemble a choir
that knew what it was
doing!  An impromptu
photo-shoot took place
during our performance and we were generously rewarded with mulled wine and mince
pies.

Once out in the cold again, we continued our perambulations around the village before
arriving at our final destination, The Old Manor House, courtesy of Richard and Lally,
where once again we sang for our supper and were splendidly rewarded with wine and
nibbles.

We did ask that YOU, the villagers try and help us beat our previous best result by
donating generously for The Children’s Acorn Hospice.  You didn’t beat it, in fact you
SMASHED it!  We raised a staggering £450 on the night, confirming that we are a truly
charitable village with a solid beating heart of the community.  Our enormous thanks to
all of you who gave so generously and made our efforts so worthwhile.

My thanks also to Ruby Cooper for two fine solos, Lynne, Lance and Michael for their
collection efforts, the choir and the two households that provided much needed vittles.

Brian Barber
Little Comberton

PS - I was thinking of an analogy to compare the enormous increase in our collection this
year.  For all you sporting aficionados out there, I was reminded of the 1968 Mexico
Olympics when Bob Beamon lept 28 feet out of the record books in the long jump.
That’ll do nicely, I thought.
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Monday Club

It was disappointing that our Christmas party had to be cancelled due to
the snow and ice, but we hope for better weather on Monday 5th February.
Rosemary Prosser will be back with us, this time she is going to tell us
some Farmyard Tales.
2.30pm in Elmley Castle Village Hall.

Margot and Phil Archer
invite you and your friends
for coffee and conversation

at
Neston, Russell Street

Great Comberton
on

Saturday 17th February
from 10:00 until 12 noon

(£2 voluntary donation to
support our churches)

The first Friday every month
The Cafe at The Queen

Elizabeth
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.

Everyone welcome, from all villages

For details, contact:
Gail Taite (710600)
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Little Comberton Sports & Social Club

Meets every 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month.

Little Comberton Village Hall
2 p.m. – finish about 4.15 p.m.
24 hands of whist. Refreshments are served halfway through.
£2 to play including 2 raffle tickets and refreshments.

Dates: Thursdays 8th & 22nd February
The second Whist Drive each month is in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal
We are a friendly group and would welcome any new players.
We also offer a transport service from Pershore and other villages if needed.

If you have never played before and would like to learn to play, please contact:

Susan Knight on 710522 or Edna Haynes on 710450.
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Lent Lunches
Please come along between 12.00 and 2.00 pm to the following venues

and enjoy a lunch of home-made soup, rolls and cheese
and good company

In Support of St. Richard’s Hospice
Friday 16th February        Bredon Manor, Main Rd, Bredon – Mary Doney 01684 773775

Friday 23rd February       Pepper Cottage, Peppercorn Lane, Kemerton – Toushy Squires 01386 725644

Friday 2nd March             Warwick House, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle  - Sally Dodwell 01386 710518

Friday 9th March             Vanilla House, Court Farm Lane, Beckford – Christine Jay 01386 881990

Friday 16th March          The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road, Ashton – Alex Dodge 01386 881487

Please contact us if you require any further information
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Gill Tallis
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Youth Bus
Elmley Castle Parish Council has arranged for the Youth Bus (a mobile youth club
operated by Wychavon District Council) to continue monthly visits. These will
take place on the first Thursday of each month (e.g. 1st February) at the slightly
later time of 4.45 – 6 pm, in the car park of  Elmley CastleVillage Hall.
The activities are suitable for young people aged 10 – 14 yrs (approximately) and
are free of charge to
participants. A
parent/guardian needs to
register and provide contact
details at the first visit.
Further details available from
Robin Mace, Youth Bus Leader
Tel 0777 3031205 or email
youthbus@wychavon.gov.uk or Sara Speed  Tel 710776

Market in the Hall
Our indoor markets held in November and January proved to be popular, with 10
stalls selling local produce or crafts, and will continue on a monthly basis. The
markets will be held on the second Thursday of each month (next on 8th
February) at 9.30 – 11.30 am at Elmley Castle Village Hall.
Why not visit the mobile Post Office ( 9am – 10 am) and come in to shop and have
a chat?
Coffee/tea and tray-bakes will be available.
Enquiries to Sara Speed Tel 710776 or email thespeeds94@gmail.com)

Defibrillator Training
A further CPR and use of Automated External Defibrillator training session will be
held on Thursday 8th February at 7pm at Elmley Castle Village Hall. First
Responders will give demonstrations and there will be an opportunity to practise
using the equipment.
The session is free of charge. To book a place, kindly contact
Sara Speed  Tel 710776 or email thespeeds94@gmail.com
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Roger Umpleby will be accompanying his talk on ‘bugs’ with his superb
photography and will be presenting these pre-conceived garden enemies
in a different light, so that they can be seen as stunningly beautiful
friends instead.

Members £1 and visitors £3 to include light refreshments.
For further information please contact Edith Powell. Tel: 710790

Little Comberton Carpet Bowls
We would like to extend our thanks to the Sports and Social Committee
for their kind support and consideration in organising the carpet bowls
sessions that take place in the village hall every Wednesday afternoon.
We are pleased to note just how much all who come, enjoy these social
afternoons. We look forward to our continued partnership.

Graham and Sylvia Tustin
Little Comberton

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at
Great Comberton Village Hall.  There is a guest speak-
er each month and new members will be made most
welcome.
Wed Feb 14th  Sue Johnson - Writing for Women’s
Magazines

Fri 2nd Feb - Nosh & Natter Coffee Morning,
 Great Comberton Village Hall, 10.30 - 12.00

Mrs A Reynolds 710179
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An Urgent request from the Editors
Dear Villagers
If , like us, you find The Link an invaluable way of finding out about village life and
events then could you spare some time to help keep it going?  Apart from ourselves we
have a large number of  volunteers who manage the advertising and funds, contribute
articles, distribute and print the magazine.  Printing in particular needs more helpers,
so the more we can recruit the easier it is for everyone.  Could you spare an evening or
afternoon and take a share in the printing at the Elmley Rectory office?
The printing involves loading the printer with paper and pressing a few buttons (train-
ing and support is given) and you have plenty of time to read or even pop into the
Queen Elizabeth while the printer does all the work.
If you could spare a few hours to help once or twice a year please contact :
Ginny Lowe GinnyL1000@aol.com or call us to find out more 710192.

Thank you.
Nigel & Pauline
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Celebrating Women in the North Cotswolds – Saturday 3rd February
- Strenuous
Continuing the series of walks about Cotswold women this
one features the life of Joanna Southcott who lived for a time in Blockley.
Free parking is available in Chipping Campden (apart from the Market
Square). Lunch available in Blockley.
7 hours: 11 miles.

Start:  9:30 am Chipping Campden, The Market Hall. OS Map ref SP 151 391.

A Circumnavigation of Oxenton Hill - Wednesday 21st February - Moderate
A moderate walk around Oxenton Hill visiting four attractive villages.
Views over the Severn Vale to Tewkesbury, Malvern and beyond. Bring
refreshments.
3.5 hours: 7 miles.

Start: 9:30 am Gotherington Village Hall. OS Map ref SO 961 296.

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places.
EASY - Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes
some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough underfoot and ascents
and descents may be steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not
allowed.

Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation and
improvement work.

The Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds.  For
more information see   or Tel: 01451 862000, also for any changes to arrangements
such as due to extreme weather.
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During the vacancy, if you wish to enquire about Baptisms and Weddings,
please contact the Rectory Office. All other enquiries should be addressed to
one of the Churchwardens

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

The Office is open on Wednesdays 8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m.
Printing and photocopying facilities available during office hours.

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,
Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

Mr R. Johnston Brook House,
Bricklehampton WR10 3HJ 01386 710079

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mrs M. Archer Neston, Russell Street
Great Comberton, WR10 3DT 01386 710295

Mr D. Rowley Quay House, Quay Lane
Great Comberton WR10 3DU 01386 710005

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr M. Roberts Dormer Cottage
Elmley Castle, WR10 3HW 01386 710653

Mr J. Seely 11 Parkwood,
Elmley Castle  WR10 3HT 01386 710301
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Claire Davies (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls
Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Parish Councils
Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton  Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
& Netherton elmleycastlepc@mail.com 552233

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
 littlecombertonpc@outlook.com 552233

Great Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk) 550687
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com 552233
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Monday Contact
9.30 a.m. Toddler Group EC Elmley Castle First School
10 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC Sue Sharman (710294)

1.45 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC Karen Knight (710397)

6.30 p.m. Aerobics EC Julie Farr (710868)
7.15 p.m. Zumba EC Julie Farr (710868)
8.15 p.m. Pilates EC Julie Farr (710868)
Tuesday
10.30 a.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2 p.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC Mrs B. Ward (710256)
6.45 p.m. Shotokan Karate Club LC Graham Knight

(gknight1344@sky.com)
7.30 p.m. Scouts EC Martin Harris (40808)
Wednesday
11 a.m. Active Retired

Workout
LC Julie Farr (710868)

2.00 p.m. Carpet Bowls LC Graham Tustin
5.15 p.m. Beavers EC Martin Harris (40808)
6.30 p.m. Cubs EC Martin Harris (40808)
8 p.m. Men’s Pilates EC Mrs J. Smith (710511)
Thursday
9.15 a.m. Yoga LC Lucy Murray (710490)
7.00 p.m. Circuit training EC Mrs J. Smith (710511)
8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC Jenny Newbury

Outside term time some of these do not operate, or are subject to
change. Please check with club/class leader. All classes take place in the
local village hall: Elmley Castle (EC), Little Comberton (LC), or Great
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February Events
Thursday 1 4.45 p.m. Youth Bus Elmley Village Hall
Friday 2 10.30 a.m. WI Coffee Morning    GC Village Hall

10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe Queen Elizabeth Pub
7.30 p.m. Pub Night LC Village Hall

Sunday 4 8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion     Great Comberton
10 a.m.  Parish Eucharist Bricklehampton

Monday 5 2.30 p.m.  Monday Club   Elmley Village Hall

Wednesday 7 10 a.m.  Eucharist       Little Comberton
Thursday 8 9.30 a.m. Monthly Market Elmley Village Hall

2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive    Little C Village Hall
7.00 p.m. Defibrillator Training Elmley Village Hall

Sunday 11 8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion   Elmley Castle
10 a.m.  Parish Eucharist   Little Comberton

Wednesday 14 10 a.m.  Eucharist   Little Comberton
2.00 p.m.  Women’s Institute    Great Comberton

Friday 16 12.00 Lent Lunch Bredon

Saturday 17 10.00 a.m.  Link coffee morning Great Comberton

Sunday 18 8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion   Bricklehampton
10 a.m.  Parish Eucharist   Great Comberton

Tuesday 20 7.30 p.m. Lent Course Little Comberton
Wednesday 21 10 a.m.  Eucharist     Little Comberton

2.30 pm Lent Course Elmley Castle
7.30 p.m. Garden Club LC Village Hall

Thursday 22 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive    Little C Village Hall
Friday 23 12.00 Lent Lunch Kemerton

Sunday 25 8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion   Little Comberton
10 a.m.  Parish Eucharist   Elmley Castle

Wednesday 28 10 a.m.  Morning Prayer    Little Comberton
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael &
All Angels

St Peter St Michael &
All Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Sunday 4th

February

2nd before Lent

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

Wed 7th 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 11th

February

Next before Lent

8.30 a.m.

Holy
Communion

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

*Wed 14th

Ash Wednesday

10.00  a.m.
Eucharist &

Imposition of Ashes

Sunday 18th

February

Lent 1

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

10 a.m.
Parish

Eucharist

Wed 21st 10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 25th

February

Lent 2

10 a.m.

Parish
Eucharist

8.30 a.m.

 Holy
Communion

Wed 28th 10.00  a.m.
Morning Prayer

Ring your Transport Co-ordinator
Great Comberton Phil Archer 01386 710295
Little Comberton Edith Powell 01386 710790
Elmley Castle John Sharpe 01386 710372

The Link email: linked2015@gmail.com

*Ash Wednesday at 7.30 p.m. in Bredon will be the first lent session and will include the
Imposition of the Ashes


