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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for each issue is the 11th of the preceding month. So the
deadline for the November issue is 11th October.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.
Cover photo: iStock.com

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
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It is with sadness that we announce the sudden and unexpected death of
the Revd David Lewis, 58, Rector of Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton
& The Combertons and Associate Priest of Ashton-under-Hill.

David is believed to have died
while he was out jogging near the
village of Elmley Castle where he
lived. He had been Rector in the
Diocese of Worcester for the past
eighteen months, previously
spending fourteen years minis-
tering in the Diocese of Leeds.
David had also served as a Chap-
lain in Stavanger, Norway, and in
Carlisle, Guildford and Birming-
ham Dioceses following his ordi-
nation in 1988.

The Bishop of Worcester,
Dr John Inge, said: ‘David was an outstanding priest who had won the
hearts of all those to whom he ministered in the months since he came
to this diocese. His untimely death is a terrible tragedy and he will be
greatly missed. Very many people, myself included, had profound affec-
tion and respect for him. Our thoughts and prayers are with all who
mourn his passing, particularly his mother, his brothers and their fami-
lies.’
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From our Churchwardens

We have all been deeply shocked by David’s death. In the short time he
has been with us, he has shown himself to be an attentive listener, always
welcoming, deeply kind and a man of great humility. He had a wicked
sense of humour, but was also a man of peace. He was an excellent ad-
ministrator and took on the unexpected responsibilities of the Bredon
Hill Group without complaint, organising the services and generously
providing pastoral care all around the hill. He was enormously support-
ive of his churchwardens and conducted meetings in a way that allowed
everyone space to express their views, while gently maintaining control
of the meeting. We have grown to love him and will miss him deeply.

A book of condolences has been opened and will remain in St Mary’s
Church, Elmley Castle until the end of October.

Parish Register
Baptism:
8th September  St Mary's, EC     Edward Lee Mark Goodall

Weddings:
24th August     St Peter's, LC     Mark Charsley and Emma Davies
31st August     St Mary's, EC      Lea Smith and Keeley Burton

Funerals:
3rd September St Peter’s LC Lance Cooper
6th September         St Mary's, EC         Frances Oakley
18th September       St Peter's LC         Jean Toon
24th September St Mary’s EC David Lewis
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

Mill Lodge
Hill Lane

Elmley Castle
WR10 3HU

Self-catering holiday accommodation

Village location at foot of Bredon Hill
Close to local pub

Sleeps 2
Courtyard garden
Private parking

For further information contact
Victoria Meredith

01386 710 576
07748 686 549

www.holidaycottages.co.uk

No pets or parties

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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73rd  Great Comberton Show
Wow what a great, FUN and memorable show – the sun shone all day long, ice creams
melted, the bar ran out of beer, record numbers in the car park and the teas did a great
trade.  I think we have just about recovered now from the heat of the show. Many thanks
to those of you who turned out to support us.
Yet again we pulled in visitors from all around the region who enjoyed themselves in
Brailles Orchard.  It’s such a unique show with the Tent full of exhibits that rival some of
the larger shows around us.   We had a lot of fun with the novelty classes – best smelling
rose, strangest shaped vegetable, and vegetable animal! Also included were the limericks
and bed time stories, as well as the more traditional stunning flower and vegetable – how
do they grow them so straight and long?  The cookery entries were fab – shame that the
decorated cake melted in the heat – it looked amazing!

The Circus theme was great fun.  Phil
looked splendid in his ringmaster’s outfit.
Sam as a great cat, Rob and Edward Har-
rison (fancy dress winners) were impres-
sive strong men.  Given the heat, it was
amazing to see how much people had
dressed up and for how long they kept
their costumes on…especially Prunella
and Eggbert.

There were lots of games and activities for the children – clown bean bag throwing, duck
hooking, spacehoppers, china smashing, skittles and coconut shy and of course the plank
plodding and egg throwing.   The circus skills workshops were also well attended down
at the bottom of the field.
The Dog Show was a highlight despite us cancelling the highest jumper due to the heat –
it will be back next year – thanks to Emma and Denise who run one of the best shows
around.

The Cups were awarded as follows:
Great Comberton Challenge Cup (highest points)  - Peter Chamberlain
Brookes Challenge Cup (highest points LC and GC) - Suzanne Hamilton
Children’s Cup (highest points)      Flora Andrews (Under 5)
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            Children’s Cup (continued)    Molly Evans (6 & under)
Cerys Evans (8 & under)
Sophie Alexander (12 & Under)

Tennagers (Angela Cross)   Jemmina Green and
      Abbie Ferkins.
Fruit     Peter Chamberlain
Vegetables     Allan Young
Flowers     Peter Chamberlain
Decorative     Maggie Smith
Cookery     Jayne Wilks
Arts and Crafts    Judith Long
Wines     Marie Newson

Many thanks to Elmley Castle school for entering their amazing pictures and we were
honoured to have Nadia present the Cups in recognition of 150 years of the school.

Thank you again for coming and
supporting us – we love the atmos-
phere that you all help create with
people meeting after the holidays
and the opportunity to celebrate the
exhibits – it’s lovely to see the tradi-
tional production and traditions
continuing down through the fami-
lies and new entrants arriving,  par-
ticularly the children who gain so
much in taking part in the classes.

And of course, to all the villagers who got involved as it’s a huge effort with the Show
as well as all the stalls, games, food outlets and bar.   Without your help, support, en-
thusiasm and donations it just would not happen.

The AGM will be held on Monday 7th October in the Village hall starting at 7 p.m.
where we will have reports and the final figures will be released.  So, come along if you
want to feedback on the show or have ideas for next year – it’s going to be a seaside
theme – can we import a small beach and fingers crossed it doesn’t rain!!

Suzanne Hamilton
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Lance Cooper
Margaret and family would like to thank everyone for the cards, letters
and flowers following Lance’s death.

In particular we thank David Lewis, Jenny Newbury and Richard Hill

Margaret, Richard, Stephen, Simon & Neil
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Little Comberton’s New Book Exchange - Now Open

The refurbishment of the phone box on Wick Road is complete, all bar three new
signs for the top which have been ordered. It has been repainted, some of the glass
replaced and new flooring and shelving has been installed – our grateful thanks to
Brian Arrowsmith and Dave Gardener for their hard work, and to Lynne Yapp the
Parish Council Clerk who submitted the grant application to Wychavon. The grant
has covered almost all of the refurbishment costs.

As it will be used as a book exchange the phone box has been stocked with a
number of good quality books that have been collected over the last few months –

there are a range of novels, thrillers, biographies and some
children’s books. Please feel free to browse the shelves and
if you fancy borrowing a book or two, please replace them
with something else of a similar quality. We would like to
keep the range of books in there fresh and appealing, and
to keep the interior of the phone box as clean and tidy as
possible, so please don’t put musty old books out of the ga-
rage or attic in there, or stack them up on the floor!

If anyone would like to join a rota to help check over the
book stock once a month and give it a quick dust please let
me know – a number of people offered to help with this
when we initially floated the phone box project, so it would
be great if we could have a small team willing to assist.

There is also a notice board in the phone box – we’d like to
keep this for local information such as some laminated
maps of the local footpaths, rather than duplicating the
event information that goes on the parish noticeboards. If

anyone would like to assist with getting this information together, please let me
know.

For those with an interest in village history I have copies of a couple of articles and
a photo from 1989 when Little Comberton hit the national news because British
Telecom wanted to replace the phone box – at that time a group of village ladies
decided to smarten up the phone box and their efforts received much publicity. 30
years on and the phone box is once again in a good condition and something for
the village to be very proud of!

Carol Rabbette
On behalf of the Little Comberton Parish Council
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The Countryside
 The transcontinental wanderer

Although 2019 was not revisited by the previous year’s ‘Beast from the
East’, its weather has not failed to amaze with no shortage of ‘heat from
the South’. Following a snowfall two weeks earlier Pershore reached
15°C on February 15th  and it was even warmer around Bredon Hill. On
February 25th Britain had its hottest ever winter day followed by colder
days and nights. It’s therefore no surprise that top fruit crops around the
Vale of Evesham have been patchy with some of the earlier flowering
plum varieties failing completely. In contrast plum trees in parts of
Wales have been breaking under the weight of fruit. The top fruit inter-
est of Wales is considerable reflected in the recently published fully illus-
trated Welsh Pomona (available online), part of a project backed by the
Heritage Lottery Fund. It joins other recently published pomonae in-
cluding an impressive two volume set covering Gloucestershire. DNA
analyses of Welsh top fruit have so far revealed more than 20 hitherto
unique unnamed varieties; a friend named one such pear after his late
wife Jessica. A unique island apple thought to be of medieval origin is
the Bardsey Island Apple recognised as recently as 1998. Traditional
fruit varieties provide a vital link with documented social history.

After 4.5 inches of rain in June, the wettest June locally for 12 years, the
sun beat down relentlessly during July and August with numerous hot-
test day records broken. A particular feature of July 29th was heavy rain
falling on warm ground that left Bredon Hill totally submerged in a mass
of saturated air; only occasionally does Bredon Hill render itself invisi-
ble!
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Fig. 1. This female Painted
Lady butterfly shows the im-
pact of encounters and
weather on a journey of per-
haps 3000 miles. Photo-
graphed in Worcestershire
on July 29th it was still able
to fly strongly and contrib-
ute to the success of the spe-
cies.

The hot weather coincided with a great immigration of Painted Lady
butterflies. Originating in Africa and the Near East some of the butter-
flies succeeded in completing the entire journey (Fig. 1), while other
fresh specimens bred en route. The caterpillars feed on thistles, although
I am not yet aware of any local breeding populations, but attractive flow-
ering plants such as buddleias have had as many as 40 butterflies massed
together. One may regard butterflies as fragile creatures and while this
may be true of the Speckled Wood or Wood White, the Painted Lady is
an immensely powerful flyer, easily capable of travelling from the south
coast to the English Midlands in a day.

Other immigrants such as the Hummingbird Hawkmoth have been slow
to appear, but the large Convolvulus Hawkmoth, adapted to probe into
deep-throated flowers, has also been seen in numbers, even reaching the
Outer Hebrides. The late Mr Gordon Grove confirmed the breeding of
this species in Little Comberton during 1984 and in September 1987 Mr
Gordon Urquhart found a caterpillar at Great Comberton. Flightless
species can also move north at speed and the False Widow Spider Stea-
toda grossa has now reached Scotland; an image was recently sent to me
of one on the southern fringe of Manchester. As the spider is nocturnal
and easily overlooked, it is likely to be more widespread than is presently
supposed.

P.F. Whitehead
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Cancer in the Community

Just to remind you that the nest meeting of the above group will take
place at the Queen Elizabeth Café on 8th October at 10.30 a.m.
The aims of the group are to complement the immense support, both
physical and emotional, that we all receive from the medical profession.
We are not experts but sometimes just talking to other cancer sufferers
can give very positive benefits.  If you live in the local villages and are liv-
ing with cancer or are caring for someone with cancer why not join us?

Nick Moss and Denys Shaw

Chess Cafe

Would you like to learn how to play chess, or know and
would like to pass on your knowledge?

If so, please join our year 3 to 5 children
on Wednesdays from 3-3.45pm at our
Chess Café.  The chess café will run in the
school hall and refreshments will be pro-
vided.

Sessions will start on Wednesday 25th September.  For more informa-
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Little Comberton Sports & Social Club
Meets every 2nd & 4th Friday of each month.

Little Comberton Village Hall
2 p.m. – finish about 4.00 p.m.
24 hands of whist. Refreshments are served halfway through.
£3 to play including 2 raffle tickets and refreshments.

Friday 11th  & Friday 25th October

The second Whist Drive each month is in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal
We are a friendly group and would welcome any new players.

We also offer a transport service from Pershore and other villages if needed.

If you have never played before and would like to learn to play, please contact:

Susan Knight on 710522 or Edna Haynes on 710450.

Many thanks to Ray Sturdy for taking us back
to the ‘Swinging Sixties’, with many memories

for us all.

On Monday 7th October
Alan Watkins

will be showing us some more of his amazing slides,
this time from his trip to New Zealand

2.30 p.m. Elmley Village Hall.

Jenny and Will Easton 710682
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We usually meet on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at Great Comberton Village Hall at 2.00 p.m.
New members always welcome.

   Wednesday 9th October
Ray Sturdy

‘China’s Ancient & Modern Treasures’

Mrs A Reynolds 710179

Little Comberton Gardening Club – October

Wednesday 16th October, 7.30p.m. at Little
Comberton Village Hall

  ‘Ornamental Grasses’

Something new for our members to consider.
After this illustrated presentation by hardy
plants nurseryman, Robin Peace, some of us
will surely be looking for places and pots to
introduce ornamental grasses into our
gardens.

Members £1 and visitors £3 to include light refreshments.
For further information contact Edith Powell, tel: 01386 710790
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Sandra & Ray Roberts
invite you and your friends
for coffee and conversation

at
Cornfields, Pool Close

Little Comberton
on

Saturday 19th October
from 10 a.m. until 12 noon

(£2 voluntary donation to
support our churches)

The first Friday every month
The Café at The Queen

Elizabeth
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.

Friday 4th October

Everyone welcome, from all villages

For details, contact:
Gail Taite (710600)

Sarah Speed (710776)

Elmley Village Hall Market
Stalls selling local produce and craft items.

2nd Thursday of the month

Thursday 10th October
9.30 - 11.30 am

Coffee, tea & traybakes available.
Contact - Sara Speed 710776 for details
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Pershore Rural Safer
Neighbourhood
Policing Team (SNT)

Contact
PC 3509 Daren Riley or
PCSO 6427 Julie Pardoe

Email: pershorerural.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Twitter: @PershoreCops
www.westmercia.police.uk

Guided Walks led by Cotswold Voluntary Wardens -
For details of the all their walks please visit their website:
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000

Community Transport drivers urgently required

Are you a car owner? Do you have a few hours to spare – flexible times/days?

We are looking for additional volunteer drivers for our community transport scheme
which provides a service for local people who cannot travel to hospital, medical or
other appointments. Petrol expenses are paid.

Interested, then drop in for a chat, we are near to the market in Pershore, or phone
us on 01386 554299.
Contact Information:

Pershore and District Volunteer Centre, 1 Billing House, Pershore WR10 1EY.
admin@pershorevolunteers.org.uk, phone 01386 554299

Like us on Facebook - Pershore Volunteer Centre - find us on Twitter - Pershore VC
Support us through easyfundraising.org.uk when you shop online.
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Four Acres Nurseries
Herbaceous, shrubs,

climbers, summer bedding
and Veg plants.

Hanging baskets and pots
Wide range of compost.

Open 10.00 -5.00
Tel 01386 550357

Great Comberton Road.

Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com
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Monday Contact

9.30 a.m. Toddler Group EC Elmley Castle First School
10.00 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC Sue Sharman (710294)

1.30 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC Karen Knight (710397)
Tuesday
10.30 a.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2.00 p.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)

2.00 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC Mrs B. Ward (710256)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868

or 07917822880)
6.45 p.m. Shotokan Karate Club LC Graham Knight

(gknight1344@sky.com)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)

7.15 p.m. Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)
7.30 p.m. Scouts EC Martin Harris (40808)
Wednesday
11.00a.m. Active Retired Workout LC Julie Farr (710868)
2.00 p.m. Carpet Bowls LC Graham Tustin
5.15 p.m. Beavers EC Martin Harris (40808)
6.30 p.m. Cubs EC Martin Harris (40808)
Thursday
9.30 a.m. Yoga LC Lucy Murray (710490)
9.25 a.m. Advanced Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

10.40 a.m. Beginners/intermediate Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC Jenny Newbury (710210)
Friday

9.30 a.m. Pilates EC Ibolya Gyorgy (07892 720345)

9.30 a.m. Cardio Pilates LC Julie Farr (710868 or
07917822880)

Outside term time some of these do not operate, or are subject to change. Please check
with club/class leader. All classes take place in the local village hall: Elmley Castle (EC),
Little Comberton (LC), or Great Comberton (GC).
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If you wish to enquire about Baptisms and Weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com). Alternatively you
can contact the office by phone or in person on a Wednesday morning – see
below.

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

The Office is open on Wednesdays 8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m.
Printing and photocopying facilities available during office hours.

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,
Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900



25

Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Lorna Hendry (Temporary Clerk)
 01386  710575

lorna.hendey@elmley.eclipse.co.uk

Bricklehampton  Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Netherton, 01386 552233 - office hours only

Little Comberton littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
& Great Comberton greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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October Village Events
Tuesday 1 7.30 p.m. Quiz Night The Q.E. Elmley

Friday 4 10.30 p.m. Elmley Village Cafe The Q.E. Elmley
Monday 7 2.00 p.m. Monday Club Elmley Village Hall
Tuesday 8 10.30 a.m. Cancer in the Community The Q.E. Cafe
Wednesday 9 2.00 p.m. WI Meeting G C Village Hall
Thursday 10 9.30 a.m. Elmley Village Market Elmley Village Hall
Friday 11 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
Wednesday 16 7.30 p.m. LC Garden Club  Little C Village Hall
Friday 18 7.30 p.m. LC Fish & Chip Quiz Little C Village Hall
Saturday 19 10.00 a.m. Link Coffee Morning Little Comberton
Friday 25 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael & All
Angels

St Peter St Michael & All
Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Wed  2
10.00  a.m.

Morning Prayer

Sunday 6th

16th after Trinity

10.30 a.m.
All Ages

Harvest Service

Wed  9
10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 13th

17th  after Trinity

6.00 p.m.
Harvest Evensong

Wed  16
10.00  a.m.
Iona m.p.

Sunday 20th

18th  after Trinity

10.30 a.m.
Harvest Eucharist

Wed  23
10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Sunday 27th

Last after Trinity

9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  30th
10.00  a.m.

St. Cuthbert m.p.

Printed by: parishmagazineprinting.co.uk

Some of these services may have to be changed.
Please check on Church notice boards.
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