
1
December 2019 & January 2020



2

The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for each issue is the 11th of the preceding month. So the
deadline for the February issue is 11th January.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.
Cover photo: View from Bredon Hill. Hanni Dent

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
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As I put my fingers to the keyboard, in writing what will be my first arti-
cle since arriving into ministry within the Bredon Hill Group, we are ap-
proaching the season of Advent and Christmas: A time in the year, in
which we have the opportunity to reflect on what has happened over the
last twelve months, as we start to get ready for the busyness and excite-
ment of the festive season.

It has of course been a year full of ups and downs. For me personally,
this has meant leaving a town my family and I had lived in for over 25
years; It has meant taking on a new role as the Vicar of the Eckington
benefice with Overbury and ministry around Bredon Hill and it has
meant making a new home and new friends in this beautiful part of the
world. However, it has also involved saying goodbye, to friends old and
new, not least of which included the sudden and tragic death of my col-
league, the Rev. David Lewis of the Elmley Castle benefice, a loss shared
by many people around the Bredon Hill Group of churches, who re-
member with much fondness and gratitude, his faithful ministry in this
area.

The year has therefore been one of great change; And in society today,
we all have to get used to change being a significant part of our daily
lives, some of these we enjoy and some which we struggle with. The sea-
son of Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for the birth of
the baby Jesus! Which makes me wonder how we reflect and respond to
the deeper reasons for the birth of this child, a child that was to change
the world, and is still changing it! For Advent leads to an event which
brings a time of great joy, of giving, of receiving, a time for family and
loved ones to get together and celebrate, and for us all to reflect in won-
der at the arrival of a small baby.
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Parish Register

Funerals:
Vera Grove 8th November  St Peter's Little Comberton.

All these aspects are right for this time of year, as they should be for all
the year, but Christmas accentuates these things. However, these aspects
are part of a much more important reason for Christ’s birth, a birth
which leads to the forgiveness of God’s children from sin, and brings
hope, peace and light into our ever-changing world.

And so, as we all look forward to Christmas, and enjoy the preparations
for this wonderful time of year, let us first and foremost, put Christ
Himself into all that we do; For as the saying goes “Jesus is the reason for
the season”; It is Jesus who underpins every aspect of our lives, and it is
Jesus who comes as a gift of love at Christmas.  Therefore, as we prepare
for this time of joy and love, may we give a thought to the reason for the
season, and let Jesus underpin all we do as Christmas approaches.

Finally, as we enter this time of waiting, reflection and all its hopeful-
ness, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very blessed Christ-
mas and a happy New Year.

Allison.
Reverend Allison Davies

Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for Overbury

Crib Service

The Crib Service is on 24th December at St Mary’s
Church, Elmley Castle at 4 p.m.
Come along and sing carols and place the Baby Jesus
in the manger.
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The Parish in Vacancy (Interregnum)

Many of us are being asked “Have you advertised for a new vicar yet ?” or “When will a
new vicar be coming ?” Well, the short answer is that because formal processes must be
followed, it usually takes a minimum of a year for a vacancy to be filled and it can be
rather longer than that.

To complicate matters, the Diocese currently has a large budget deficit, which it must
reduce: it can't spend money it doesn't have. It has 2 main options. First, increase in-
come by asking parishes to give more each year (what is called Parish Share), and the
Diocese will be looking at possibilities for this, but accepts that it cannot realistically be
the full solution to the problem, since they receive only about 80% of what they cur-
rently ask. We have, for many years in this parish paid our Parish Share in full (in-
creasingly a struggle), and we have not been asked to meet the full costs of having a
vicar. Secondly, reduce expenditure, which is dominated by paying the clergy and lay
people in paid posts. This process has begun with redundancies declared amongst staff
at the Diocesan Head Office over the summer. How to reduce the number of paid cler-
gy is now being looked at. It is calculated that over the next 5 years at least 15 clergy
posts must be lost across Worcester Diocese to make the budget balance. Clergy 'terms
of employment', in lay parlance, means that a post can only be cut when it falls into va-
cancy.

Some PCC members were able to meet the Archdeacon of Worcester on 5 November.
He explained that the Diocese is starting a series of 'open conversations' to help them
to work out where to make the cuts, while still providing effective care and new ways of
ministering without putting more stress on the remaining clergy. For instance,
amongst ideas being investigated is advertising some posts as 'House for Duty', which
means that a member of the clergy who has income from another source, lives in a vic-
arage, rent-free, in exchange for doing Sunday services and another 2 days a week of
pastoral ministry in that parish. The Archdeacon encouraged us to engage seriously
with this series of conversations which are being held right across the Diocese from
mid-December to early February. We just need to choose one that will be happening at
a location, time and date that suits. The nearest to us will be in Pershore Town Hall on
14 January at 10am -12.30pm. We will be able to put forward the arguments for our
parish continuing to get a full-time member of the clergy and the PCC is working on
this, while recognising that some changes will be inevitable.

We'll keep you informed, but please do not expect a new vicar to be appointed too
quickly !  In the meantime, we continue to receive great support from other clergy in
the area, both serving and retired.

Mary Mackenzie
PCC Lay Chair
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Caring Hands in the Vale

Most of you will know that the service at St. Mary’s, Elmley Castle scheduled for Sun-
day 15th September,  at which Diane Bennett MBE was to speak to us, was cancelled at
short notice due to the very sad and sudden death of our vicar David Lewis.

However, I am pleased to be able to tell you that this service has been re-arranged for
Sunday 26th January at 10.30 am when Diane will be coming to tell us about the many
projects she and her team are involved in at Caring Hands in the Vale.

The service will be lay led.  Diane will give her presentation  after which there will be
time set aside for questions from the congregation.  There will be hymns and prayers
but no communion.

Thank you all so much for continuing to donate to the Evesham food bank but, as you
will discover at the service in January, there is so much more that Caring Hands does in
its work with the disadvantaged in the area.  Please come along and support this event
on 26th January; I promise you a very interesting experience and the usual tea, coffee
and cake.

In the meantime, please keep donating to the food bank. Winter is upon us now and
your generous gifts are needed more than ever.

Any questions call Val Crane on 01386 424953

Christmas in Great Comberton

Sunday 22nd December Village Carol Service 6.00 p.m. in our Church which will be
decorated for Christmas.
Everyone most Welcome to join in our traditional Carols, Music and Readings and
enjoy a glass of wine and mince pie.

Monday 23rd December  Carol Singing round the Village raising money for the
Acorn Hospice in Worcester. Please do come and join us and meet at the phone box
at 6.00 p.m.
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Advent Activity Morning (note change of date)

Our Advent Activity morning is getting nearer! 10am – 1pm in Little
Comberton Village Hall. We welcome all school age children from our
villages. This year it all happens on Saturday 7th December when we
will again be encouraging youngsters to join in activities in readiness
for Christmas. Please  pre-register any children who you would like to
take part, as this helps us to ensure we have a range of activities & ma-
terials available. There will be the usual £4 charge towards cost of mate-
rials & refreshments, payable on the day.

If pre-registering children for the Advent Activities, please contact ei-
ther Edith or Yvonne

If you haven’t been before, then we look forward to seeing you along
with our usual crowd.

Yvonne Seward                                                                Edith Powell
Tel:710417       Tel:710790

Advent Windows in Little Comberton

First lights will appear on December 1st and will be added to each night after that.
If you would like to join the rota please contact Yvonne - sewardzone@yahoo.com or
710417

We would love you to keep some light or candle- light in your window until February
2nd – Candlemas. Please read further details in November Link (pg17)

Festive Coffee Morning
St.Mary’s Elmley Castle

Saturday 14th  December

10 .00 -12.00

Please pop in for a coffee and mince pie
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It was very humbling to see St Mary’s Church so packed for Tony’s
Memorial Service, and on behalf of my family and me, I would like to
thank so many of you who supported us for the occasion.  During the
past few years, as Tony went into decline with Alzheimer’s, I have ap-
preciated so much the kind smiles, chats, jokes and practical help
from so many.  He loved getting out and meeting people & we are so
fortunate to live in such a lovely part of Worcestershire.
Our thanks also to so many for supporting us with cards of comfort
and remarkable letters showing so much affection for Tony.
Finally thanks to Peter Hayes, Gill Tallis, Clive Parr, Jenny Newburry
& Sue Britten & her team for giving time with such efficiency and
kindness.

Pippa Hilton

Want to try Karate in the New Year?

Want to get fit into the New Year by trying something different?
Little Comberton Karate Club for adults has been going for over 7
years now, why not come along and learn this traditional Martial
Art of Shotokan Karate with a small group of welcoming adults at
Little Comberton Village Hall 6.45 – 8.15 p.m. every Tuesday
evening.

Karate is being introduced to the Olympics in 2020, why not come along and give it a
try; or maybe you have trained before and want to get back to training. Either way, all
you need is loose fitting clothing like a track suit, no shoes needed, if you need to know
more, just email me at gknight1344@sky.com. Cost is just £2 a lesson, taught by an ex-
perienced instructor.

Sessions restart after the Christmas break on Tuesday January 7th. You would be very
welcome,

Graham Knight 2nd Dan (Japan Karate International)
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Little Comberton Parish Council
Volunteering Opportunities

Footpath Warden
Our Footpath Warden has done a wonderful job over the years of ensuring that all
paths/rights of way are kept clear, way-marked and that any issues with regard to
broken/damaged stiles/gates and bridges are reported. Unfortunately, he  has now
stepped down.

We are now looking for someone to take over.    This is a voluntary role and would ide-
ally suit someone who is active and who regularly walks the paths.  Worcestershire
County Council offer plenty of training,  assistance, advice and support, and we also
have a Footpath Deputy to assist.

Tree Warden
Little Comberton Parish Council is looking for a volunteer Tree Warden.  The main re-
sponsibility is observation of trees within the village boundary on council owned verg-
es.  Duties include pruning, sucker removal, monitoring trees for disease and liaising
with the parish council on any issues arising, for example any potential removal of dis-
eased trees, low hanging branches etc.  Experience is not necessary and training will be
provided by the County Council but a keen interest is useful. The parish council will
reimburse any out of pocket expenses.

Most of the work is done during the winter months when trees are dormant and would
entail approximately 2 hours per month.

If you think that either of these roles are something you would like to get involved with
and would like more information, please contact the clerk on 01386 552233 or at
littlecombertonpc@outlook.com

4th 35 Sue Sharman £5.00
5th 99 Paul Robinson £5.00
6th 42 Isabela Bailey £5.00

1st 91 Sheila Morris £25.00
2nd 100 Pollyanne Andrews £16.00
3rd 39 John Belten £10.50

Please note: Last month’s winners were for September and not June
which was shown in error.

Volunteer Caretaker needed for Little Comberton Village Hall
To carry out light duties and maintain periodic inspections.
For more information please speak to :- Paul Morris  01386 710818
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THE QUEENS WINS A ‘GOOD FOOD AWARD’
The Good Food Awards recognise a wide range of establish-
ments, ranging from local chip shops to fine dining, seeking
out the best in their respective fields. They commented that
‘Based upon customer feedback, nominations and votes, The
Queen Elizabeth Inn, Elmley Castle has demonstrated excep-
tional levels of food quality, service and value when compared

to our industry benchmarks in their category. In recognition of this achievement, we
are delighted to confirm that The Queen Elizabeth Inn has made it into our annual
Good Food Awards and has attained the accolade: “2020 Good Food Award Winner”

We would like to thank our great team and wonderful customers for their continued
support and loyalty. As a community run pub, and out of more than 527,000 eating
establishments in the UK, only ourselves and a few hundred others have won an award
– incredible ! In fact, only a few locations  across Worcestershire / Gloucestershire /
Warwickshire / Herefordshire have won this award, and since this accolade is awarded
to the premises with excellent customer feedback, as well as those that have demon-
strated exceptional levels of food quality, service and value, you can imagine just how
elated we are. This means so much to our brilliant staff, our loyal customers, and our
team of fantastic volunteers who ensure the pub is open for business every day.
Thank you

Neil Lavender-Jones

Parish Council Halloween Event

It was a terrible shame that the weather forecast caused the Halloween Family Fun Day
on 26th  October to be cancelled.

The decision proved to be the right one as Wychavon later issued a weather warning,
the roads into Elmley Castle were flooded and the ground on the playing field was little
short of a quagmire!

The Halloween disco and Cocktail party at the Queens went ahead and was very well
attended and the raffle draw was held there as per our back-up plan.

We would like to thank everyone for their support with the raffle.
All prizes were donated by local residents and ticket sales were very good thanks to an
army of local volunteers. In the end total ticket sales were £1,780. The surplus funds (af-
ter deducting costs) will be distributed across village community groups.

Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton & Netherton Parish Council
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The Countryside
The green green grass of home?

In Claude Putman’s song made famous by Sir Tom Jones, the once familiar
green green grass of home means so much to the jailbird on Death Row. The
green grass of home is often synonymous with the perfect lawn but perfect
lawns never occur in nature and never stay perfect for very long. Little by little
lawns try to develop into grassland and grassland itself is dynamic. Another cu-
riosity of the perfect lawn is that the individual grass plants, try as they may, are
usually prevented from flowering. That in itself is somewhat curious consider-
ing that grasses often have attractive flowers and some are grown strictly for
these.  The flowers are often contained in a characteristic spikelet (Fig. 1), each
one protected by semi-rigid sheaths, the bits that eventually surround the seed,
or grain in the case of rice or wheat, and which sometimes end up as unwanted
roughage in muesli.

Perhaps the closest natural approximation to a perfect lawn is the deep green
fine-leaved fescue sward of tide-swept west coast saltings, one reason why
Morecambe Bay salt-marsh lamb is so easy on the palette. Exactly the same

grass is used in seed mixtures for high quality
lawns although only rarely are they main-
tained by sheep! Many grasses, such as rice
and a wide range of millets, feed us directly.
Sweet Corn is perhaps one of the most re-
markable and most ancient culinary grasses; in
parts of south central Europe the commercial
maize fields of the ‘agro-barons’ touch the ho-
rizon.

Fig. 1. Matured inflorescences of Sweet
Vernal Grass, strongly hay-scented and
often seen in ancient hay meadows despite
not having luxuriant foliage. © P.F. White-
head.
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A good variety of grasses can be found around Bredon Hill including Small
Cat’s Tail Phleum bertolonii, Doddering Dillies Briza minor sometimes called
Quaking Grass with flowers that tremble like aspen leaves in the wind and the
coarse Tor Grass of the limestone Brachypodium pinnatum. The characteristic
smell of mown hay on a summer’s day is best demonstrated by Sweet Vernal
Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum (Fig. 1) which is often seen in unimproved
grasslands around the hill. Improved grassland is the farmer’s equivalent of the
perfect lawn from which much floristic diversity has been removed by mineral
fertilisers. Native British grasses contribute to scenery. Eddying winds ripple
blankets of Purple Moor Grass flowers to and fro across the landscape, first
purple then silver, which is one reason why grasses have been used to such in-
credible effect in Toronto’s Music Garden.
Despite its memories of home, grass is often anything but green hence its ex-
tensive use in ornamental plantings. Perhaps the most striking is the startlingly
blue South American Elymus magellanicus, the pink-flowered Pampas Grass
Cortaderia selloana ‘Rosea’ or the elegant Miscanthus ‘Morning Light’. All
green Rye Grass Lolium perenne is unlikely to be welcomed anywhere near
home.

One of the best books ever written on grasses was authored by C.E. Hubbard
and published in the Pelican series in 1954 and again in 1968. My own copy fell
to bits years ago but the late Augusta Paton eventually gave me hers; it bears
the inscription ‘Augusta Paton, autumn 1977, bought with Great Comberton
Flower Show prize money.’  Evidently an enduring decision.

P.F. Whitehead
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Four Acres Nurseries
Herbaceous, shrubs,

climbers, summer bedding
and Veg plants.

Hanging baskets and pots
Wide range of compost.

Open 10.00 -5.00
Tel 01386 550357

Great Comberton Road.

Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com
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Bricklehampton Bells

Nobody in the village can remember when the three bells last rang.  Ed-
ward Stephens was born in Court Farm more than 70 years ago and he
can’t remember ever hearing them.

For the last 6 months I have been chiming one, whose rope came down
to the west end of the church, but had been warned that it was not safe
to ring.  You may remember from previous articles I have written that
the bell goes right up to the inverted to be rung properly, whereas when
chimed, the clapper only hits the side of the bell after very little move-
ment.

Alan Bent, a past churchwarden and living in the parish, asked if the
bells could be rung for his son's wedding on 27th July.  Thus Graham
Partridge asked Steve Bowles, both from Elmley Castle, if Steve could

arrange the restora-
tion. He inspected
them, and started
work. He repaired
the wheels on the
bells, looked at the
bearings and greased
them, made new pul-
ley blocks, and al-
though the bearings
needed attention, he
said the bells could
be high chimed,
which means they
can be raised to 45
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degrees on each Hand and Back stroke. New bearings were needed and
he also sorted out the ropes and sallies.

The bells were cast in 1807, and from the inscriptions, were hung in our
church in 1876.  This begs the question; Where had they been in the
meantime?  More research needed.

Claire Penny, the tower captain at Offenham, has been teaching and su-
pervising me, so I asked if she would be kind enough to come along for
my first ringing for a service.  She kindly agreed, and I joined Graham,
Steve and Sarah Bent (no relation to Dan and Sarah Bent being married
below us) to high chime the bells before and after the wedding on 27th
July. When high chiming, the bells sound as if they are properly rung,
but will be quite a lot faster because of their shorter rotation. Afterwards,
she gave me the thumbs up, and many parishioners have said how nice
it was to hear the church bells for the first time.  We now aim to ring
them for every service, and the ringing chamber is more comfortable,
with carpet, clock and a new ladder to the bells from the ringing cham-
ber.

And so, on that joyous occasion, the three bells rang out twice for 20
minutes after a break of more than 70 years.

Note
Bell ringing gives a wonderful opportunity to visit churches. So far I
have rung at Eckington, Little Comberton, Elmley Castle, Bricklehamp-
ton, Offenham, Pebworth, Willersey, Quinton, Welford on Avon and
have been to a competition at Guiting Power.

David Bezzant.  November 2019.
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Cancer in the Community

This new self-help support group is for all those in our community that have been af-
fected by cancer. The first monthly meeting took place in September and whilst we
have been pleased with the numbers joining us, it does show just how many people are
impacted by this dreadful illness. We meet for coffee, cake and chat at the Queen Eliza-
beth Café in Elmley Castle on the second Tuesday in each month starting at 10.30 am.

Over the next few meetings we will be inviting some local support organisations to join
us for a question and answer session. On Tuesday 10th December we will be joined by
St Richard’s in Worcester. St Richard’s cares for adults with serious progressive illness-
es, helping to improve quality of life through a range of support services. It also aims to
help families and carers too.

On Tuesday, 14th January we will be joined by Healthwatch Worcestershire. Health-
watch was established in 2013 as an independent consumer champion, giving the pub-
lic, patients and users of health and social care services in Worcestershire a voice. They
gather the views of users of health services and then suggest how services can be im-
proved from a patient point of view.

Please feel free to join us for one of our group meetings. It’s very informal and you can
get involved as much or as little as you want to.

Nick Moss and Denys Shaw
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Christmas Shoe Boxes

A big thank you to everyone who made a Christmas
Shoe Box. Bob James the area organiser was delighted
with the response from the Villages and it looks like we
have collected around 70 boxes. Thank you too for all
the donations to fill boxes, including a large quantity of
knitted items.

Margot Archer
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

Mill Lodge
Hill Lane

Elmley Castle
WR10 3HU

Self-catering holiday accommodation

Village location at foot of Bredon Hill
Close to local pub

Sleeps 2
Courtyard garden
Private parking

For further information contact
Victoria Meredith

01386 710 576
07748 686 549

www.holidaycottages.co.uk

No pets or parties

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Photographer: Will Easton
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Little Comberton Sports & Social Club
Meets every 2nd & 4th Friday of each month.

Little Comberton Village Hall
2 p.m. – finish about 4.00 p.m.
24 hands of whist. Refreshments are served halfway through.
£3 to play including 2 raffle tickets and refreshments.

Friday 13th & Friday 27th December
Friday 10th & Friday 24th January 2020

The second Whist Drive each month is in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal
We are a friendly group and would welcome any new players.

We also offer a transport service from Pershore and other villages if needed.

If you have never played before and would like to learn to play, please contact:

Susan Knight on 710522 or Edna Haynes on 710450.

Many thanks to Rosemary Winnall for her
amazing slides of Borneo. Rosemary told us
about the threat to the rain forest from the

ever-advancing plantations of palms for oil.

On Monday December 9th we have our Christmas party (please note
this is the 2nd Monday in December).  The Link Choir will be leading us
in carols and the schoolchildren will also be singing for us. With ample
supplies of home-made wine & mince pies we should really get into the

festive spirit. Everyone, young or old is welcome to join us for some
Christmas cheer.

2.30 p.m. Elmley Village Hall.
Please note there is no meeting in January

Jenny and Will Easton 710682
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We usually meet on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at Great Comberton Village Hall at 2.00 p.m.
New members always welcome.

   Wednesday 4th  December
Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 8th January
Speaker to be arranged

Mrs A Reynolds 710179

Little Comberton Gardening Club – December & January

Please note that, as is customary, there is no Gardening Club
meeting in December.

But we will be back on Wednesday 15th
January, 7.30p.m. at Little Comberton
Village Hall.

Our speaker will be one of our ‘regulars’,
Roger Umpelby, with an illustrated talk
titled ‘The Wonder of Wild Flowers’.
Roger’s previous talks with beautiful
photographs have been very enjoyable and
informative, so we can look forward to an
inspirational evening.

Members £1 and visitors £3 to include light refreshments.
For further information contact Edith Powell, tel: 01386 710790
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Elmley Village Hall Market
Stalls selling local produce and craft items.

Cancelled on 12th December (Election Day)
Please Note Changed December Date

Wednesday 4th December

Thursday 9th January
9.30 - 11.30 am

Coffee, tea & traybakes available.
Contact - Sara Speed 710776 for details

You and your friends are invited for
coffee & conversation on:
Saturday 14th December

from 10 a.m. until 12 noon
St. Mary’s Church, Elmley

inc.Tombola & Stalls

then on
Saturday 18th January

from 10 a.m. until 12 noon
Edith Powell
Invites you to
13 Pool Close

Little Comberton

(£2 voluntary donation to
support our churches)

The first Friday every month
The Café at

The Queen Elizabeth
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.

Friday 6th December

Friday 3rd January

Everyone welcome, from all villages

For details, contact:
Gail Taite (710600)

Sarah Speed (710776)
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Guided Walks led by Cotswold Voluntary Wardens -
For details of all their walks, please visit their website:
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000

Pershore Rural Safer
Neighbourhood
Policing Team (SNT)

Contact
PC 3509 Daren Riley or
PCSO 6427 Julie Pardoe

Evesham Town South & Rural
West Safer Neighbourhood
Policing Team ( SNT)
Bricklehampton Only
Contact
PC 3327 Paul Brown
PCSO India Sessarego or
PCSO Faye Allen Carter

Email:
pershorerural.snt@westmercia.pnn.
police.uk
Twitter: @PershoreCops
www.westmercia.police.uk

Email:
eveshamtsrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.
police.uk
Facebook/Twitter@ Eveshamcops

PERSHORE ROTARY TREE OF LIGHTS APPEAL 2019

In 2018 the people of Pershore donated £4,200 through the Pershore
Rotary Tree of Lights. This year, with your help, we are supporting:

St. Richard’s Hospice, Midlands Air Ambulance and
Pershore Rotary Grants Scheme

Remember a loved one by sponsoring a light on the tree. Please donate
online at www.pershoretreeoflights.com.

www.westmercia.police.uk
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Monday Contact

9.30 a.m. Toddler Group EC Elmley Castle First School
10.00 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC Sue Sharman (710294)

1.30 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC Karen Knight (710397)
Tuesday
10.30 a.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2.00 p.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)

2.00 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC Mrs B. Ward (710256)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868

or 07917822880)
6.45 p.m. Shotokan Karate Club LC Graham Knight

(gknight1344@sky.com)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)

7.15 p.m. Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)
7.30 p.m. Scouts EC Martin Harris (40808)
Wednesday
11.00a.m. Active Retired Workout LC Julie Farr (710868)
2.00 p.m. Carpet Bowls LC Graham Tustin
5.15 p.m. Beavers EC Martin Harris (40808)
6.30 p.m. Cubs EC Martin Harris (40808)
Thursday
9.30 a.m. Yoga LC Lucy Murray (710490)
9.25 a.m. Advanced Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

10.40 a.m. Beginners/intermediate Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC Jenny Newbury (710210)
Friday

9.30 a.m. Pilates EC Ibolya Gyorgy (07892 720345)

9.30 a.m. Cardio Pilates LC Julie Farr (710868 or
07917822880)

Outside term time some of these do not operate, or are subject to change. Please check
with club/class leader. All classes take place in the local village hall: Elmley Castle (EC),
Little Comberton (LC), or Great Comberton (GC).
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If you wish to enquire about Baptisms and Weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com). Alternatively you
can contact the office by phone or in person on a Wednesday morning – see
below.

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

The Office is open on Wednesdays 8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m.
Printing and photocopying facilities available during office hours.

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,

 Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Andy Robinson
 01386 710205

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Bricklehampton  Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Netherton, 01386 552233 - office hours only

Little Comberton littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
& Great Comberton greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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December/January Village Events
Wednesday 4 9.30 a.m. Elmley Village Market Elmley Village Hall

2.00 p.m. WI Christmas Lunch G C Village Hall
Friday 6 10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe The Q.E. Cafe
Saturday 7 10.00 a.m. Advent Activity Morning Little C Village Hall
Monday 9 2.00 p.m. Monday Club Elmley Village Hall
Tuesday 10 10.30 a.m. Cancer in the Community The Q.E. Cafe
Friday 13 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
Saturday 14 10.00 a.m. Link Coffee Morning Little Comberton

10.00 a.m. Festive Coffee Morning St. Mary’s, Elmley
Monday 16 6.45 p.m. Elmley Carol Singers Outside Q.E. Elmley
Friday 20 7.00 p.m. Christmas Concert St. Mary’s, Elmley
Monday 23 6.00 p.m. Carol Singing round G.C. Gathering @ Phonebox
Friday 27 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
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Friday 3 10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe The Q.E. Cafe
Wednesday 8 2.00 p.m. WI Meeting G C Village Hall
Thursday 9 9.30 a.m. Elmley Village Market Elmley Village Hall
Friday 10 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
Tuesday 14 10.30 a.m. Cancer in the Community The Q.E. Cafe
Wednesday 15 7.30 p.m. LC Garden Club  Little C Village Hall
Saturday 18 10.00 a.m. Link Coffee Morning Little Comberton
Friday 24 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall
Friday 31 7.00 p.m. Murder Mystery Little C Village Hall

January
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael & All
Angels

St Peter St Michael & All
Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Sunday 1st

Advent 1

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  4
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 8th

Advent 2

9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  11
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 15th

Advent 3

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  18
10.00  a.m.

Morning prayer

Sunday 22nd

Advent 4

4.00 p.m.
Carol Service

4.00 p.m.
Carol Service

6.00 p.m.
Carol Service

6.00 p.m.
Carol Service

Tuesday 24th

Christmas Eve

4.00 p.m.
Crib Service

11.30 p.m.
Midnight Mass

Wednesday 25th

Christmas Day

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Sunday 29th

1st after Christmas

United Service For Everyone
At St Mary’s, Elmley Castle. 10.30 a.m.

Wed 1
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 5th

2nd after Christmas

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed 8
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 12
1st after Epiphany

9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed 15
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 19th

2nd  after Epiphany

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed 22
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 26th

3rd  after Epiphany
10.30 a.m.

Caring Hands
9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Wed 29
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship
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