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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for each issue is the 11th of the preceding month. So the
deadline for the May issue is 11th April.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.
Cover photo: New life in our garden. Kezzia Dent

Editors Note
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When I think of the month of April, I am often reminded of the song “Drip, Drip, Drip,
Little April Showers”, which as many of you will know comes from the Disney film
“Bambi”. (Yes, I do love Disney films, and have many happy memories of watching
them with our daughter when she was little!)

Well, over the last few months, we have had more than our fair share of rain; And those
little showers have been replaced with storms, strong winds and heavy downpours lead-
ing to mass flooding across much of our country. I have lost count now of how many
times the bridge in Eckington has been closed! And, as we have seen in the news, whole
communities have been, and many still are, devasted by the impact of the flooding,
whilst farmers and landowners have lost valuable crops and vegetables through the con-
tinual soaking of their land.

“April showers” form the writings of many pieces of literature; A poem by Thomas
Tusser in the Sixteenth Century says “Sweet April showers do spring May flowers” ,
whilst Chauser in his General Prologue of the Canterbury Tales writes “When that
April, with his showers soote the droughte of March hath perced to the roote”.

The point Chaucer was making in this Prologue, was that in April, people start to get
out and about; And this is of course true of us, as the days get longer and warmer our
lawn mowers come out of hibernation, and we start to go for longer walks, days out and
picnics.

In churches around the country, Christians will this month be celebrating the end of
Lent and journeying through the commemoration of Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered
Jerusalem on a donkey, and was cheered as an anticipated and long awaited King who
would come and rescue people from their slavery and oppression, to Good Friday,
where only days later, these same people were shouting for his execution, and Jesus is
then put on a cross in a most horrific and painful death.

God however could be contained, and in the celebration of Easter Sunday, we remem-
ber Jesus overcoming death by rising to life once again; In so doing, it enables us as His
children, to have that hope of a life beyond our own death; One which is eternal, and
where we can enjoy the joy of being in God’s presence and glory. We are now called to
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GOOD FRIDAY PILGRIMAGE
10th April 2020

BREDON HILL 2.45 PM

Walkers can accompany any of the three crosses to the top of Bredon
Hill leaving from:

● The Cross at Kemerton at 1.00 pm
● Woollas Hall Farm, Eckington at 1.45 pm
● Lychgate, Elmley Castle at 1.15 pm

Or maybe take your own route and pace to the top for 2.45 p.m. when
there will be a 20 minute service.

live out our lives with that hope and to spread the good news of Christ’s love for all
people.

I therefore love the festival of Easter, and for many of us, it is the most important
Christian festival of the year. It is indeed a wonderful time to celebrate, not just because
we can eat our Easter eggs after giving up of chocolate for Lent, or because we witness
new birth around us as we see lambs leaping around our field; But, because we live in
the knowledge that even as after the rain we know there will be sunshine, so in our
lives, after those painful times when we feel down and without hope, God steps in be-
cause of His abounding love for us, and brings us to a place of peace and hope through
His resurrection.

Therefore, this Easter, may you be blessed, as we remember that “Christ is Risen. Alle-
luia!”

Allison
Reverend Allison Davies

Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for Overbury
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Starting next month: Parish Walks 2020
These are led walks in our beautiful countryside; all are welcome so do
come and enjoy it with us.  Sorry, no dogs.  Walks take place on Mon-
days and start at 7 p.m. We allow 2 hours to walk about 4 miles, talk-
ing to old friends and making new ones.  We pay 50p per head for
each walk which goes to charity.
Details of the monthly walks will be published each month in The
Link (May - August)

Easter Lilies in The Comberton Churches
As in previous years, if anyone would like to donate some
money towards the Easter Lilies it would be very much ap-
preciated.
Please contact Janice Peart to support St Michael’s.
Or Margaret Cooper to support St Peter’s.
Thank you.

Jane, Margot & Margaret

Easter Day in the Parish

– the most joyful day in the Christian year!

Come and join us to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ
at St Peter’s Church, Little Comberton at 11am

But come along early for coffee and cake before the service
Refreshments served 10.15 – 10.50, then a few minutes to settle before

our celebratory communion service starts at 11am
After the service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the children.
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Little Comberton Church Spring Clean
Could you spare a couple of hours to help
with our annual church spring clean this
year?

Saturday 2nd May from 9 a.m.

You may like to work inside, helping to
polish, dust and generally spruce up the
church, or to stay in the fresh air, removing
bits of ivy sneakily climbing up the outside
walls, removing weeds from untended graves, clearing any leaves and
debris in the churchyard.

Everyone is welcome. Coffee provided.
Please let Penny know if you think you can help, on 710725

Covid 19. A word from the wardens.

As this magazine is being put together it is uncertain what the effects of the Coronavi-
rus may be on our plans and services. Already we have been advised to put some chang-
es in place, so if we “Share the peace” at a service we are now avoiding handshakes and
hugs! At the Communion service it is likely that only the bread will be offered. These
are sensible precautions and may have already been relaxed before Easter.
In the event of a major outbreak some services may be cancelled, or details may change.
In that event we will put the details on social media and alter the church notice boards.
We expect that our churches will open as usual for anyone who wishes to visit.
Our chief concern as communities, is for one another and we can all keep an eye on
those who are older or unwell.
If you are a person who prays, or who would like to, you may wish to use this prayer
written by Revd Sam Wells; Vicar of St-Martins-in-the-Fields, London.

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.
Look with mercy on those who have contracted the new virus, on any who are
vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger. Through this time of global concern,
by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us more
aware of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that comes
from being one body in you. Through Christ our wounded healer. Amen.



8

SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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The Countryside

Tails of the unexpected

One problem with Yellow-necked Mice is that on first sight they are not unat-
tractive, a big female may appear somewhat hamster-like and mildly cuddly.
The fur tends to be sandier than that of the Wood Mouse with a yellow patch
beneath the neck, not always obvious, and the eyes a little larger. It is probably
true to say that the Yellow-necked Mouse is uncommon locally although it
turned up more often during the 1980s. This mouse positively welcomes hu-
man habitation, especially for winter protection. I was therefore not displeased
to find that the animal that began to consume my double-bagged ware potatoes
turned out to be a Yellow-necked Mouse; it was a simple matter to move them
out of reach, or so I imagined.  That was when they began to make their pres-
ence felt more strongly, and since my wife had been known to get ratty at the
glimpse of a mouse, action had to be taken. What I had failed to realise is that
during the winter these mice can become somewhat social.

I was somewhat attached to a large unopened packet of Broad Bean seed left
ready on a bench especially since it was a replacement for the contents of an
earlier packet found to be infested by something not so furry, the Bean Beetle
Bruchus rufimanus.  It was therefore with some disbelief that I found that one
of the mice had cut a tiny hole in one corner of the packet through which every
bean had been evacuated; given the contents of the building it’s impossible to
know where the beans may have been stored or even to determine at what point
in the future they might be rediscovered. A further problem with these mice is
their navigational skill. I watched one navigate a runway through a pile of con-
tainers, tools, bags, boxes and various paraphernalia far faster than I could
make my own way through it.  It finally transpired that there were at least four
cohabiting mice and that one of them had found a minute access into a wooden
container within which a paper bag contained a number of fabric lamp wicks,
all minutely shredded into cosy nesting material.
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Fig. 1. Photographed
against a snow-laden sky

during March 2018 this
Buzzard appears almost mon-

ochromatic. © P.F. Whitehead
Yellow-necked Mice are extreme-

ly hygienic. They establish defined
latrines well away from the nests and

use them regularly. It was when I
found a latrine established in a drawer
of tape rolls, the insides of the rolls
neatly filled, that it was decided that
the mice had to go the way of all life.
There is a serious side to this because
Yellow-necked Mice are, even if not
universally, vectors of particular path-
ogens.

Situations like this are always a dilemma and people often share their spaces
unwittingly with numerous other life-forms. Sometimes this can be encourag-
ing and as we have seen sometimes surprising. I recently observed my first
sighting of a Buzzard (fig. 1) on a house roof on the outskirts of Great Comb-
erton, while another caught a rodent almost on top of traffic along the Eve-
sham by-pass. Red Kites were recently working village gardens around Bredon
Hill and Rooks, Stocks Doves, Jackdaws and sometimes Jays all shift large
amounts of food from my garden bird table. A remarkable photograph sent by
a friend showed an urban Cormorant perched on the top of a submerged litter
bin in Evesham’s recently flooded Workman Gardens.

P.F. Whitehead
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Country Matters III
I hope you enjoyed “the family quiz” and I hope I got all the answers correct.
There is another one for you to try at the end of this article!
Since writing these missives people have said to me “is that all you’ve got to do
all day, look out of your window at birdfeeders?!”
The answer is both ‘yes’ and no’. Having three rooms each with a complete
glass wall, overlooking the garden, makes it easy to observe what’s going on!

A large ‘droop’ of long tailed tits, about twenty, were back this week and
brought a friend with them. As they bounced along my neighbours hedge and
came to rest briefly on my feeder, I noticed a stranger amongst them. It was a
budgerigar, a very pale blue budgerigar! Whether it arrived with them by
chance I don’t know, but it certainly left when they did. So if you or anyone you
know has lost a budgie I can assure you that not so long ago it was alive and
well!

Some very fat pigeons have been performing their mating display of bobbing up
and down to each other with tales raised on the top ridge of the house across
the road. And today I saw one collecting twigs on the lawn presumably for nest
building . Spring must be here!

I recently noticed an article in a national newspaper trying to persuade us,
when we cut our lawns, to leave them a longer length this year and certainly not
to cut down Dandelion flowers. Clovers, too, can flower if not cut back too
hard. This will hopefully give our declining bee population plenty of nectar ear-
ly on in the season in the hope that numbers will increase. Personally I love
dandelions as they’re bright yellow flowers give colour to the garden for many
months and my grandchildren love blowing off the seed heads when they form.

Crows and Rooks have been circling the taller trees in the village looking for
new nest sites and the possibility of re-using old ones, and the noise they make
particularly in the morning stops anyone having a lie in!

It was a real pleasure to attend the Meet of the Croome and West Warwickshire
Hunt a few weeks ago at the Queen Elizabeth pub in Elmley Castle. A real
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countryside happening and the host pub did a marvellous job of making every-
one welcome. Whatever your views on this subject there was no denying the
fantastic care in detail of the turnout of both horses and riders and, of course,
hounds. Surely no one can object to them following a pre laid trail.

Finally my neighbour saw a barn owl the other evening circling around a small
field in the village. I have heard a Tawny and Little Owl so his sighting means
we are lucky enough to have all three in the close proximity – wonderful!

What Gales? What storms? What snow?

Spring is finally here!!!

David Taylor

Country Matters Family Quiz II

1 What colour flashes does a Jay have on its wings?
2 Which Spring flower produces saffron?
3 A female fox is called a what?
4  What is a squirrels home called?
5 What does an otter call home?
6 What is a Natterjack?
7 What is a group of hedgehogs called?
8 What is the U.K.’s only poisonous snake?
9 What bird is the emblem of the RSPB?
10 What creature is a slowworm?

Answers on pg 29
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

Mill Lodge
Hill Lane

Elmley Castle
WR10 3HU

Self-catering holiday accommodation

Village location at foot of Bredon Hill
Close to local pub

Sleeps 2
Courtyard garden
Private parking

For further information contact
Victoria Meredith

01386 710 576
07748 686 549

www.holidaycottages.co.uk

No pets or parties

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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Great Comberton Social Club
After a brief respite Great Comberton Social Club restarted last July with a new, enthu-
siastic and dedicated committee! Our popular monthly events have so far included a
Garden Party, a Christmas Social, Quiz Nights, Sunday Guided Walks, a Skittles Match
and Pub Nights, some in the Village Hall, others in local pubs. Events we have planned
for later this year include a Garden Party, Pub Nights, Skittles Matches, further walks
to local hostelries, a Jazz Band evening and possibly a Film Night if we can source a
suitable projector and sound system, is anyone able to help us with that? A new Village
Photograph will be taken in August to keep up the tradition of one every 10 years,
make sure you don’t miss out on being included! A Halloween Cider and Sausage BBQ
is planned for October and a Christmas Social will end the year on a high note.
The committee comprises:

● Geoff Hodgson - Chairperson 01386 710492
● Graham and Fiona Stradling- Advertising and Box Office 01386 710 863
● Mark Adams – Treasurer
● Rob and Angela Elmer
● Colin and Angela Maycroft – Box Office 01386 710894
● Rob Harrison
● Margot Archer

Further information can be obtained by email: greatcombertonsocial@gmail.com

 Elmley Castle Cricket Club
I wish to expand a little on last months report of our AGM which gave Tom Attwood a
club record of taking 71 wickets in a season. This of course applies to the modern era of
league cricket where bowlers are restricted in the number of overs they can bowl in an
innings. Previously bowlers performed at the discretion of the captain, and during the
50’s, 60’s and 70’s we had two exceptional bowlers who I had the privilege of playing
alongside. They would Doug Symonds and Ray Watkins, they both regularly took over
100 wickets each during the season.
Ray performed this feat for 15 consecutive seasons and one exceptional year took over
200 wickets and a record that will never be beaten. He also managed to take all 10 wick-
ets in an innings on two separate occasions, the match ball being presented to him after
the games. Because Doug and Ray spent most of the time bowling they always batted at
number 10 and 11 however they did once manage to put on 100 runs for the last wicket.
A truly exceptional pair of players.

Brian Woodford, President
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1st 120 Trevor Smith-Collins £25.00
2nd 67 Sandra Hayles £16.00
3rd 43 Paul Bogaard £10.50

A thank you from the family of ANDREW VERNON POWELL

Vernon and Christine, Sarah and Livi,  Lisa and Craig would like to express
their deep, heartfelt gratitude for the wonderful support, love and kindness
shown after the very sudden and devastating loss of Andrew.  We have been
overwhelmed by the love and friendship shown to us all.
Our sincere thanks to all who sent messages and cards, who visited us to ex-
press their support, thoughts and love, and for the wonderful gifts of meals and
cake!, which kept us going through such a traumatic time.  We also would like
to thank everyone who generously donated to the British Heart Foundation in
memory of Andrew.
Our thanks and appreciation go to the huge number of people who attended
Andrew’s funeral in Dumbleton Church and to everyone who helped us on the
day with their words, practical help and dignity, in making the service such a
moving occasion and celebration of Andrew’s life.
For the beautiful singing from Mums Aloud Choir we thank you so much, for
the overwhelming support from Dumbleton Cricket Club, to the Reverend Ju-
lia Hook for her guidance through such a difficult but uplifting service, and for
all the love and support shown by so many friends, neighbours and colleagues.
Our deep gratitude for his exceptional care and support goes to Philip Tomlins
and his team at Merstow Green Funeral Home and finally a special thank you
to so many people who have continually kept in touch, visited and shown great
friendship, giving us all the strength to find a way forward.
Andrew will be desperately missed by all of us.

4th 48 Graham Hobby £5.00
5th 94 Lawson Oakey £5.00
6th 119 June Shaw £5.00
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Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

glen.bowbrook@live.com
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We usually meet on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at Great Comberton Village Hall at 2.00 p.m.
New members always welcome.

April 11th - Anthony Collis
Celebrating Worcestershire  “Worcestershire Worthies”

Famous people who were born,
worked or died in Worcestershire.

Mrs A Reynolds 710179

Little Comberton Gardening Club

Wednesday 15th April, 7.30p.m. at Little Comberton Village Hall

Pottage and Ornamental Vegetables

Chrissy Ching is an experienced garden
designer and plantswoman who promotes
the idea that “there is no point in having
knowledge if you don’t share it!” The pottage
is a new idea for the club members to
consider.

Members £1 and visitors £3 to include light refreshments.
For further information contact Edith Powell, tel: 01386 710790
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Many thanks to Helen Salter & Alan Watkins for show-
ing us some of the old films of Elmley.  A lot of faces

were recognised especially John Eaton with his cheeky
smile hay making ably assisted by Ted Barnett.

On Monday 6th April Roger Fowler
from Netherton will be showing slides and telling us about his

travels through Snowdonia
2.30 p.m. Elmley Village Hall.

Jenny and Will Easton 710682

April Whist Drives

Friday 10 April     2.00pm Little Comberton V.Hall
Friday 24th April   2.00pm Little Comberton V. Hall
Organisers :
Stephanie Elphick  & Derrick Crook
Tel: 01386 751752
Susan Knight  Tel : 01386 710522
Little Comberton Village Hall has parking spaces.
Refreshments provided at all whist drives.
Entrance is £2.50 at Little Comberton.
Raffle prizes appreciated

Please provide us with your telephone details in case of
changes due to inclement weather.
Transport can be arranged please contact
Susan Knight 01386 710522 (answerphone)
Stephanie Elphnick 01386 751752

Come and play “Happy Whist “
Everyone including beginners are welcome !

A note from Helen Salter
What a wonderful turnout at the Monday Club on the 2nd of March. Thank you all
for coming. I was flattered that so many people were interested to see my father's
films of the "0ld folk" of Elmley. How things have changed!
There will be more in the not too distant future, I hope. Hope to see you then.

Helen
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Elmley Village Hall Market
Stalls selling local produce and craft items.

Thursday 9th April
9.30 - 11.30 am

Coffee, tea & traybakes available.
Contact - Sara Speed 710776 for details

Penny & Roger Spiller
invite you and your friends for

coffee & conversation on:

Saturday 18th April

Pear Tree Cottage
Wick Road, Little Comberton

(£2 voluntary donation to
support our churches)

The first Friday every month
The Café at

The Queen Elizabeth
10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.

Friday 3rd April
Everyone welcome, from all villages

For details, contact:
Gail Taite (710600)
Sara Speed (710776)
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Cakes:
Zoe Kirby 710596

Afternoon Teas:
Sheila Morris 710818

Cream Teas:
Helen and Dave Gardiner 710798

Nearly New:
Mieke Phillips 710264

Jigsaws and Boxed Games:
Edith Powell 710790

Plants:
Pat and Tim Perry 710338

We are preparing for the Street Market and hoping that you will be
able to help.  Listed below are the names of the people to contact if
you have any items to donate or can be of assistance in any way.

Little Comberton Street Market
Saturday 23rd May 2020

Tombola:
Dave and Eloise Smaylen 710672

Children's Tombola:
Alison White 710995

Church Exhibition ‘Floral Art’:
Penny Spiller 710725

Vintage and Collectibles:
Nigel and Pauline Jamieson 710192

Books and DVDs:
Roger Spiller 710725
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GAMES AND PASTIMES
The Little Comberton Street Market exhibition in the church this year
will be centred around the way we enjoy our time together as friends or
family - playing games, doing quizzes, puzzles etc
Have you any interesting or unusual games or pastimes you could lend?
We want to invite people to play the games, try things out, have a go, as
well as having some more valuable items to be displayed but not touched.
If you think you might have a game or pastime that you would be willing
to lend, please contact Edith Powell on 710790

Please Save This Date -  Saturday 5th September
Advance notice that the Fold Theatre Group will be putting on their
show “’Appen It’ll Brighten Up Yet……” on Saturday 5th September at
Elmley Castle Village Hall. Come along for an entertaining evening of
songs, humour, poems and sketches on the subject of the British weath-
er. Supper will be included. All proceeds to the Village Hall funds. More
details and ticket sales nearer the date.

Sara Speed,
Elmley Castle Village Hall Committee

Photographer: Mark Adams (for colour version see the online publication at: https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
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YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!

Elmley Castle Village Square &
Queen Elizabeth Pub

Friday 8 May 2020 (From 4:30 p.m.)

Stalls, classic car show, children’s games, music, food & drinks, dancing
all themed on the 1940’s finishing with a spectacular firework display at
9:30 p.m.

Classic Car Show - 7th May 2020 (From 4:00 p.m.)

Show off your classic car as part of The Elmley Castle VE Day 75th An-
niversary Celebrations and a you’ll also have a chance to win a prize.
Cars from the 1940’s and 1950’s especially welcome, but classics from
later years are equally appreciated. If you have a classic car and would be
interested in taking part on the 7th of May, please contact
Dave Thompson on 01386 710353 or email  davetommo25@gmail.com
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Guided Walks led by Cotswold Voluntary Wardens -
For details of all their walks, please visit their website:
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000

Rotary Club of Pershore

‘Loved Ones Remembered’

Thanks once again to the generosity of our community, Pershore Rota-
ry’s Tree of Lights Appeal 2019 exceeded expectations by raising just over
£5,000 for charities.

President, Ken Rowe said.. “thanks to donations received from many lo-
cal people and businesses we have been able to support the following
charities: £1,500 to Midlands Air Ambulance, £1,500 to St. Richard’s
Hospice and £1,000 to the PROGS grant scheme for local needs.
Amongst other good causes, your donations have enabled us to support a
‘Kids Out’ day for disadvantaged children in the local area and a Per-
shore High School candidate for the Rotary Youth Leaders Award
(RYLA).”

President Ken went on to say that.. “Pershore Rotary is again immensely
grateful to the Asda and Co-operative stores in Pershore for allowing Ro-
tarians to collect donations from shoppers in the lead up to Christmas.
Our challenge for the 2019 Appeal was to raise more money for our
nominated charities than we did in 2018. We have achieved that by ex-
tending our Appeal within the local community and included many local
businesses.”
Appeal organiser, Jim Douglas, commented that Pershore Rotary owed
much to the generosity of many businesses throughout the 2019 Appeal.
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Monday Contact

9.30 a.m. Toddler Group EC Elmley Castle First School
10.00 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC Sue Sharman (710294)

1.30 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC Karen Knight (710397)
Tuesday
10.30 a.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2.00 p.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)

2.00 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC Mrs B. Ward (710256)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868

or 07917822880)
6.45 p.m. Shotokan Karate Club LC Graham Knight

(gknight1344@sky.com)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)

7.15 p.m. Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)
7.30 p.m. Scouts EC Martin Harris (40808)
Wednesday
11.00a.m. Active Retired Workout LC Julie Farr (710868)
2.00 p.m. Carpet Bowls LC Graham Tustin
5.15 p.m. Beavers EC Martin Harris (40808)
6.30 p.m. Cubs EC Martin Harris (40808)
Thursday
9.30 a.m. Yoga LC Lucy Murray (710490)
9.25 a.m. Advanced Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

10.40 a.m. Beginners/intermediate Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC Jenny Newbury (710210)
Friday

9.30 a.m. Pilates EC Ibolya Gyorgy (07892 720345)

9.30 a.m. Cardio Pilates LC Julie Farr (710868 or
07917822880)

Outside term time some of these do not operate, or are subject to change. Please check
with club/class leader. All classes take place in the local village hall: Elmley Castle (EC),
Little Comberton (LC), or Great Comberton (GC).
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If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com). Alternatively you
can contact the office by phone or in person on a Wednesday morning – see
below.

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

The Office is open on Wednesdays 8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m.
Printing and photocopying facilities available during office hours.

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,

 Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 01386 710205

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com

Family Quiz II Answers
1)  Blue
2) Crocus
3) A Vixen
4) A Drey
5) A Holt

6) A Toad
7) A Prickle
8) A Viper or Adder
9) An Avocet

10) A legless lizard
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April Village Events
Friday 3 10.30 a.m. Elmley Village Cafe The Q.E. Cafe
Monday 6 2.30 p.m. Monday Club Elmley Village Hall
Tuesday 7 7.30pm Q.E. Quiz Night The Queen Elizabeth
Wednesday 8 2.00 p.m. WI Meeting G.C. Village Hall
Thursday 9 9.30 a.m. Elmley Village Market Elmley Village Hall
Friday 10 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall

 Bredon Pilgrimage Bredon Hill
Tuesday 14 7.00 p.m. Monthly Book Club The Q.E. Cafe
Wednesday 15 7.30 p.m. Garden Club Little C Village Hall
Saturday 18 10.00 a.m. Link Coffee Morning Hopwood House L.C.
Wednesday 22 7.00 p.m. Bat Quiz The Q.E. Pub
Friday 24 2.00 p.m.   Whist Drive Little C Village Hall

7.30 p.m. Bell ringing practice Little C Bell Tower
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St Mary the
Virgin

St Michael & All
Angels

St Peter St Michael & All
Angels

Elmley Castle Bricklehampton Little Comberton Great Comberton

Wed  1
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 5th

Palm Sunday

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  8
10.00  a.m.
Eucharist

Thursday 9th

Maundy Thursday

7.00 p.m.
Holy Communion

Friday 10th

Good Friday
Service on Bredon Hill @ 2.45 p.m.

Sunday 12th

Easter Sunday

11.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  15
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 19th

2nd Sunday of Easter

10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  22
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Sunday 26th

3rd Sunday of Easter

9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wed  29
10.00  a.m.

Morning worship

Photographer: Mark Adams



32

Spring at Great Comberton Church
Photographer: Kezzia Dent
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