
1June 2020

Online



2

The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for the DOUBLE July/August online issue is 24th June.

We welcome articles of interest to our parish and villages. Articles should
normally not exceed 400 words, and may be edited for length and style. We are
also on the lookout for photographs we can use in the magazine.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

Cover photo:   Georgie Fenton

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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Speaking about reducing the spread of Covid 19, Boris Johnson has said
it’s all down to the hard work of the British public. The Mayor of New
York was more contentious: ‘God didn’t do it; faith didn’t do it. We did
it’. And perhaps we share something of that. Where, after all, was God in
all this?

It’s a widespread assumption that God, if he exists at all, is one cause
among others. And so believers have to decide just exactly where respon-
sibility for this and that lies. Is this the work of human hands, or is it the
action of God? If we trust God we’re likely to see God doing the appar-
ently supernatural things while nature and humanity handle the ordinary
things. But since most things operate according to predetermined laws,
God isn’t left with much to do.

There’s a major misunderstanding here that most of us can slide into.
God isn’t a being among others, or even the highest being; he’s the
ground of being itself. Strictly speaking we shouldn’t think of him exist-
ing, just as we do. By definition (whether we believe in him or not), God
can’t come into existence and go out of existence. He’s the source and
pre-condition for all existence. So we can’t simply trace God’s action in
the same way that we can detect human causes and effects. We don’t
have a body to trace.

We may remember the Old Testament character Joseph, if for no other
reason than for his ‘technicolour dream-coat’. It takes many decades and
20 chapters of Genesis for this great story of amazing, providential events
to unfold; family fratricide that turned out to be the means of rescuing a
whole nation from famine and subjugation. It’s a human story, alright,
and God keeps well out of it. But in a story of changing fortunes akin to a
Hollywood blockbuster, Joseph finally reveals himself as the brother they
thought they had killed. But instead of blaming them, he says: ‘It was not
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you who sent me here, but God; he has made me …ruler over all the
land of Egypt (Gen.45.4-9). God works with, alongside and sometimes
despite human agents.

Sceptics may reasonably claim that they don’t believe in God. But it’s not
reasonable to deduce that because God is invisible to us and is a differ-
ent order of being, he can’t be present and active in the world. ‘O Lord,
it is you that have accomplished all that we have done,’ as the ancient
prophet Isaiah puts it (Isaiah 26.12).  But how then do we choose be-
tween a secular, Godless world view and a religious one? How can we
interpret life so differently?

Science and religion are both experiments launched by faith; faith not in
facts but in models and hypotheses; faith in search of evidence. As the
physicist Brian Cox said recently, ‘The most important thing about sci-
ence is that it lets you down’ and ‘Certainty (in science) arrives, eventu-
ally, because of the embrace of doubt’.   And if it’s hard to pin down a
virus in a laboratory, it’s impossible to assemble all the evidence that
would either compel or discredit belief in the agency of God in our
world.  Ultimately, it’s decided by a cosmic disclosure, God showing
himself to us. And that involves a ‘leap of faith’, but so, as scientists at-
test,  does the scientific enterprise.

We’ve brought the curve down – so far. Thanks are due to the nurses,
doctors, carers, security guards, bus drivers, food distributors….  they
and we made it happen. But can’t we also thank God? We did it and God
had everything to do with it. We don’t have to play the zero sum game.
Rather shouldn’t we say: ‘O Lord you have accomplished all that we
have done’.  Confidence in God’s overarching presence  might be exactly
what we need to  support us through the treacherous weeks and months
that lie ahead.

(Canon) Roger Spiller
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St Mary’s Churchyard Trees

During the winter the trees in St Mary’s Churchyard were trimmed and
dead trees removed.

A recent tree survey recommended that some of the ash saplings growing
on the bank of the pond be removed to improve light in the church.

To improve the aspect of the churchyard it has also been recommended
that the two remaining flowering cherries might be removed. We have
no plans to do this but these are included in the petition.

The Public Notice has been displayed but the Chancellor of the Diocese
wishes us to use electronic means to inform the parish before this is con-
sidered.

Anyone wishing to, may read the public notice on the board at St Marys.

Please contact the churchwarden on churchwarden@mail.uk for further
details.

Peter Hayes
Churchwarden

Photographer: Unknown as email was lost (apologies)
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Editors’ Note:
During these troubled times for all our local businesses we are con-
tinuing to include their adverts in this online edition for free.
Whenever you have a choice please support our advertisers as they
make The Link possible.

A Record of How our Community Came
Together During Lockdown

We would like to include in the next edition of The Link, a record of
what has gone on within the villages during this pandemic. This will be
an opportunity to record how the community came together to support
each other.  From the broader coordination across villages to the individ-
ual small things done for neighbours, our villages have risen to the chal-
lenges and can be rightfully proud of the way we have supported each
other.  In years to come people will be able to look back at the stories and
efforts of all involved.

We are looking for details of the impact of the pandemic from those who
have taken the lead in managing the villages to individual stories includ-
ing the perspective of the younger generation.  What anecdotes do you
have that you can share?  Please consider writing about your experiences
and or submitting poems, drawings, photos etc. so we can share them in
next month’s double edition. Submissions to us by 24th June.
linked2015@gmail.com

We’d also like to thank everyone for the many compliments received for
last month’s Link.  Judging from comments, the online version was well
received and this was entirely due to the varied and interesting articles
submitted by you.  Please keep them coming in.

Nigel & Pauline Jamieson

mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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 Country Matters IV

 Well " February Filldyke" certainly lived up to its old country name,
what with floods and road and bridge closures. March blew in and out
loud and clear and April was the sunniest and driest on record.

I had a Kestrel, that for some time on and off, had been flitting between
next door's huge silver birch trees, come and settle on the lip of the bird
bath. It was only about ten feet from the bird feeders and moving its
head from side to side as it watched the Blue and the Great Tits feeding
and then flew off. The smaller birds seemed not to be at all bothered that
the Kestrel may well have been eyeing them up for its next meal!!!

 The old country name for a Kestrel is a 'wind hover ' for obvious reasons
and they are best observed above the verges of motorways as they scan
the ground for shrews and mice.

The daffodils and crocuses have long since gone and the tulips and hya-
cynths are fading as the hedges start to show green. Yellowhammers nib-
ble fresh shoots then sing their song which is supposed to say "a little bit
of bread and no cheese" - who thought that one up I've no idea, maybe
the same person who called them " Scribblers " due to the markings on
their eggs.

Coming back to country names, rhymes and sayings, there are so many
that it is worth a study all on its own. Magpies, for example have lots of
bad superstitions about them yet one of the best known and most pleas-
ant of children's rhymes is "One for sorrow, two for joy......etc". "Firty
fousand freckles on a freckled frushes froat " is blatantly untrue but quite
amusing. We know why it's a Robin Redbreast , but why is it a " Jenny"
Wren ? Why in the rhyme " Who killed Cock Robin" is the villain a Spar-
row? And does a Chiff Chaff really say "chiffchaff " when it sings. Finally
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why is a Badger always called 'Brock ' and an Owl always called wise? I
could go on for ever but I'm sure you can find your own examples.

For me one of the really nice things about this time of year is that the do-
mestic geese are laying. There's nothing like a few rashers of crispy ba-
con and some mushrooms all on toast with a poached goose egg on top -
lovely!!!

David Taylor

Family Fun Quiz III

Q1 What is a group of geese called when they are in the air?
Q2 What is a group of geese called when they are on the ground?
Q3 Which is the only British bird that can run up and down a tree
trunk?
Q4 What are the names of a male and female swan?
Q5 Where are all European eels born?
Q6 What is the main diet of an Osprey?
Q7 Which bird is a child's toy named after?
Q8 What are the 3 main ingredients of regurgitated Owl pellet?
Q9 What is the colour of a male Blackbird’s beak?
Q10 What are young rabbits called?

Answers on Pg18
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Country Matters V

Summer must be here as I heard the Cuckoo on April 18th along the riv-
er bank walk and saw my first swallow overhead in the garden a day lat-
er. Other birds that turn up in this part of the world never fail to surprise
me. A few weeks ago a friend telephoned me to say that she and a group
of other "twitchers " had been to see a Waxwing near the level crossing at
Blackminster. She followed this by watching a huge Glaucous Gull out at
Upton Snodbury. Slightly bigger than a Great Black Backed Gull the
Glaucous is huge and a really rare sight. Both of these birds were pre-
sumably driven this way by the winter gales, but both seemed to be in
good health. I was wondering what else one might see when the other
morning I opened the curtains to be surprised by five Mandarin Ducks
on the lawn, four drakes and a female shovelling up scraps from under
the bird feeders!!

It reminded me of when I was a lad of about eleven or twelve and living
in Bredon. A couple of weeks after some particularly stormy weather and
within two days of one another, two adult Gannets were brought to my
father by some of his pupils. They had been found exhausted down by
the river. We kept them in a large pen for a week or two and fed them
spratts and mackerel from the fishmonger, but despite eating and drink-
ing well they both seemed to give up and sadly died on the same day. But
what beautiful birds they were - bright pale blue eyes , yellow ochre
heads, pure white plumage and jet black wing tips.

Having been in isolation due to the Coronavirus most of my observa-
tions have been in the garden and occasionally up and down the road.
Grooming our two small dogs on a table on the lawn and leaving the
hairs lying about produced a lot of activity! Blue, Great and Long Tailed
Tits have cleaned the lawn of all hairs within twenty four hours, presum-
ably for nest building, and there have been plenty of arguments amongst
them!!
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Happily the Coronavirus does not, I believe, affect wildlife in our coun-
try, but this is not necessarily the case in some others. Apparently our
nearest relatives, the Great Apes such as Gorillas, Chimpanzees and Or-
angutans  could be in real danger of being wiped out if the virus gets
hold of them......Let's hope not!!

David Taylor

QUIZ IV

Q1  What colour is the head of a Blackheaded Gull in summer ?
Q2. What colour is the head of a Blackheaded Gull in winter ?
Q3. Where do Kingfishers nest ?
Q4  What do we call a collection of rabbit burrows ?
Q5. What is a young hedgehog called ?
Q6. What is ermine and where does it come from ?
Q7. Which is the only member of the crow family to put a roof on its
nest ?
Q8. Which animals are being introduced into the UK to help with flood
defences ?
Q9. Which continent is the pheasant originally from?
Q10. Why is the Horse Chestnut so called?

Answers on Pg18
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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The Countryside

Observing the unexpected on a quiet day

“I made hay while the sun shone, my work sold.
Now if the harvest is over and the world cold,
give me the bonus of laughter as I lose hold”

John Betjeman

In 1983 whilst walking under a floodplain willow between Bredon and
Tewkesbury, I glimpsed a large part of the tree falling and ducked out of
reach instinctively. Instead of falling to earth the large object took flight
and transformed itself into an Eagle Owl that eventually reached an old
ash tree where it was surrounded by a cacophony of crows. Two magpies
appeared on the limb behind the big owl and played the game of ‘tweak-
ing the tail feather’ but the owl scarcely blinked. The countryside creates
surprise but sometimes also humour.

Having trodden the Jurassic for 72 miles since March 23rd this year fur-
ther unexpected observations may be anticipated. Certainly owls have
figured with Little Owls at Birlingham, Barn Owls breeding at Great
Comberton with evidence of past breeding at Cropthorne; less expected
was a Short-eared Owl attracted to a ‘plague’ of Bank Voles on Elmley’s
Castle Hill and perhaps the same bird near Bricklehampton’s Hall Farm
in early April. Regrettably the first pair of Nuthatches to nest within the

Little Comberton settlement for at
least 70 years, lost their eggs to
Grey Squirrels.

Fig. 1. A female Carabus nemoralis, a
top-end insect predator from Bredon
Hill slopes above Elmley Castle, 11
April 2020.



16

Traversing settlements without let or hindrance on a quiet day puts a
new complexion on their fabric. At Pensham hundreds of caterpillars of
the Scarlet Tiger Moth fed on Russian Comfrey, its flowers bluer than
the Danube, but none were on the related rare alien Yellow Monkswort
Nonea lutea close by. Alexanders was another interesting discovery at
Pensham as this is usually regarded as an out-of-fashion pot-herb of
considerable antiquity. At Bricklehampton’s Lower End where an ele-
gant Oleaster tumbles across the verge a Caucasian Bladdernut Sta-
phylea planted against a power line supply pole must be a unique
expression of art. More surprising was the discovery of another cultivat-
ed comfrey, Symphytum ‘Hidcote Blue,’ growing on the slumped
Jurassic soft rocks of Bredon Hill. Joe Citizen is being encouraged once
more to support a website, this time ‘Plantalert.org’, to better inform us
of the hazards of alien plants establishing themselves in the wider land-
scape.

Fig. 2.  Bluebell wood-
land on Lower Jurassic
silts, Cames Combe,
southern edge of Little
Comberton parish, 21
April 2020.

One plant that is certainly not alien and a welcome sign of spring is the
Bluebell and the recent transformative clearance of conifers from part of
Bredon Hill’s Cames Combe woodlands has enabled walkers to appreci-
ate one of the most extraordinary displays of Bluebells in the region.
There is clear evidence at Cames Combe of natural zonation in the tree
canopy with native beech occupying the higher slopes just below the
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Marlstone Rock platform thereby mirroring the submontane beech
woods of the continental European mountains. Ring counts on exotic
felled Western Red Cedars confirmed their planting there in or about
1964; a few very high quality ash trees hauled out originated from seed-
lings germinating between 1900 and 1915.

The bluebell carpet at Cames Combe (Fig. 2) covers a large area of the
original ancient woodland and the scale of it is enhanced by the sloping
aspect. The song of the Marsh Tit, something of a flagship species for the
northern escarpment, rang out across the wood as we settled down for a
frugal snack. With time having been so scarce that words can no longer
be fully grasped Cames Combe rejoices in the acronym ‘PAWS’ which,
as will no doubt be instantly obvious, signifies ‘plantation on anciently
wooded site.’ For long Bredon Hill has been an oasis of insect life and a
recent sighting of the big top-end predator Carabus nemoralis (Fig. 1) is
probably the first there for about 18 years. Occurring at low densities it
is a ‘pre-industrial’ survivor.

During the 1960s I spent some memorable times with the botanist
George White who had a first-rate knowledge of grasses. He drove a sea-
green Aston Martin Lagonda coupé although mostly it seemed to drive
him. It was with George that we first found the cryptic Adder’s Tongue
Fern on Bredon Hill in 1967 although I’ve never succeeded in finding it
there since. Although now settled in Australia he would no doubt be de-
lighted to hear that this hard-to-find spring plant has recently been re-
discovered at Great Comberton making a 72 mile walk yet more
worthwhile.

P.F. Whitehead
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Country Matters Family Quiz Answers

Quiz III

A1 A skein.
A2 A gaggle
A3 Nuthatch
A4 Cob and Pen
A5 The Sargasso Sea
A6 Fish
A7 Kite
A8 Bones, fur and feathers
A9 Yellow or orange
A10 Kits or kittens

Quiz IV

A1. Brown
A2. White with a black spot.
A3. In holes in the river bank.
A4. A warren.
A5. A hoglet.
A6. The winter fur of a stoat.
A7. Magpie.
A8. Beavers.
A9. Asia.
A10. Break off a stalk of leaves at
the base and you will see why.

Photograher: Jane Edwards
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Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

glen.bowbrook@live.com
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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THE QUEENS COMMUNITY SUPPORT HUB

Our Community Support Hub continues to play a key
role amongst our villages – and we continue to add new
items to meet the demand of our locals !!
We have expanded our freshly baked goods to include
cakes (made to order), scones, and muffins – all made
on the premises just prior to collection !! Following a
number of requests, we now also stock a great range of

ales, lager and cider in 5 litre mini-kegs from Wye Valley, Purity and Sev-
ern Brewing ………  over 12 great options to choose from including Mad
Goose, Ubu, Longhorn, Butty Bach, HPA, Double Hopped, Amarillo Cit-
ra, Pilsner, Premium Cider amongst others.
Do let us know what else we can provide, and we will do our level best to
deliver !!

As a pub, we are also taking this ‘lockdown’ opportunity to do a few
maintenance and improvement tasks – particularly behind the scenes
which is so hard to do when we are in full operation. There’s a long list of
tasks, so if anyone is at a loose end, and fancies giving some socially dis-
tanced hard labour for a while, please do get in touch and we’ll put you to
work !! Huge thanks to Jerry Strong, John Pask and Robin Eaton who
have been assisting us so far.

And as for the future, well we continue to prepare for the time when we
can reopen – we are busy compiling a new menu more suited to the likely
conditions that we will have to operate under, whilst also refining our
Christmas menu…………and we will shortly be launching ranges of Pic-
nic Boxes & BBQ Boxes – everything you need for a perfect time together
– more on all these exciting new options very soon !!
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1st 60 Tony Davey £25.00
2nd 68 Nigel & Pauline J £16.00
3rd 45 Sue Ravenscroft £10.50

4th 121 Ron Cantrill £5.00
5th 72 Ros Grinnell £5.00
6th 64 Peter Sheward £5.00
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Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence

The stay at home instructions as a result of Covid 19 does not apply
if you need to leave your home to escape domestic abuse.

If you are a victim of domestic abuse and violence, or know someone
who is, there is help available - The West Mercia Women's Aid Hel-
pline on 0800 980 3331 is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
and is staffed by trained workers who can offer you support, safety
planning, information and advice.

Men's Advice Line on 0808 801 0327 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to
5.00pm).

In an emergency always dial 999 and ask for police. If you are not
safe to speak - call 999 and then press 55. Guidance on making silent
calls can be found online.

From WCC website.
Peter Hanes

Photographer: Unknown as email was lost (apologies)
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Click here to see a slide show of
all the

75yr VE Day Celebrations.

https://youtu.be/f2jztyCymVY
https://youtu.be/f2jztyCymVY
https://youtu.be/f2jztyCymVY
https://youtu.be/f2jztyCymVY
https://youtu.be/f2jztyCymVY
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If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com).

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,

 Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900

mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 01386 710205

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Photograps: Georgie Fenton


