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There’s a delightful walk along the Regent’s Canal from ‘Little Venice’ to
Camden Market past London Zoo, among the house boats moored along
the river and the delightful little gardens. Suddenly after a bend in the
canal, you come face to face with five massive blackboards. Echoes of
school come to mind. But this is different. Every space on the boards is
crammed with answers to the question: ‘Before I die I want to…’  There
are the inevitable flippant and vulgar replies, but most are poignant, seri-
ous and aspirational.  ‘Before I die I want to publish a poem; I want to
have grandchildren; I want to kiss and party; I want to play for Arsenal; I
want to find myself…’  Passers-by are invited to squeeze in their own
hopes and dreams. It’s a rare chance to reflect and commit to writing
and to ourselves, what matters most to us and how we might reorder our
lives in the time left to us.
That kind of ultimate question can be a significant interruption to life’s
merry-go-round. Day to day living, maintaining our homes and keeping
going is a relentless business. It demands so much of our time and ener-
gy that we can find we have little left for the real and valuable things that
matter most to us. Even when talking to a friend we can be only half-lis-
tening as our minds race ahead to the next thing. Books remain unread;
old photos still need labelling; whole collections of CDs remain unheard.
Some of us amass collections of newspaper cuttings, artefacts or maga-
zines that we intend to catch up with when, we tell ourselves, we’ll have
more time. And now through coronavirus we unexpectedly find we have
more time than we could ever have dreamed of. But perhaps, like me,
you will have already concluded that there still won’t be the time for all
the projects and activities we have in our in-tray.
The business and busyness of living mean real life can often be on hold,
deferred to some unknown future, when we imagine we will have time.
That means that we can live in an illusory future, rather than living deep-
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ly in the present. Real life is postponed. We follow the maxim: ‘Don’t do
today what you can possibly put off until tomorrow.’
What do you want, what are your desires, what matters most, what are
the painful issues that need to be confronted - relationships neglected or
broken, fears like the  fear of death or the terror of annihilation not ad-
dressed?
Living for today, seizing the moment was always part of the Judaeo
Christian tradition.  ‘This is the day;’ ‘Today if you will hear his voice…;’
‘Chose this day who you will serve;’ ‘Today this is fulfilled in your hear-
ing.’  And when Jesus called a person to follow him and he said ‘Yes, but
first let me…,’ the invitation was withdrawn. And so important was ‘to-
day’ that Jesus was even prepared to trash the rules of the Sabbath holy
day. He was not willing to postpone even for a moment longer the op-
portunities and demands that were presented to him.
We don’t need to be a so called ‘religious’ person to recognise the wis-
dom of living in the present and realising our dreams. Nevertheless I
can’t help feeling that all the hopes, yearnings and aspirations on those
boards and in our own hearts are inherently spiritual. If we decons-
tructed them, I expect we would discover that they are intimations of
love, ultimate concern and light in a world that has grown dim. Love is
possible; we are able to experience it because whether we believe it or
not, we are created in the image of God. And so we too can express our
deepest desires and give our lives a new horizon and a decisive direction
and purpose.
I’ll give St Augustine the last word:  ‘To fall in love with God is the great-
est romance; to seek him the greatest adventure; to find him, the greatest
human achievement.’

Roger Spiller
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Remembering David Lewis - one year on

  It was on 9 September last year that the Revd David Lewis died so
suddenly and unexpectedly.  We were all very shocked.  It was felt that it
would be right to have some kind of permanent memorial to him in the
parish and after discussion the PCC decided that the most appropriate
thing would be the replacement of the side gate into the churchyard at St
Mary's – the old gate being in a bad state and becoming difficult to open
and close.  This is the gate that Vicars would always use to go from  their
home at the Rectory in Parkwood to the church.

 So, a new gate has been made by local craftsman, Andrew Binns.
It is in solid oak, in very much the same style as the old gate, and he will
be inscribing in the wood the simple words: David's Gate.

 It is intended that
this gate should be seen as
given by all in the parish in
gratitude for David's life
amongst us and what he
gave to us in service and
friendship.  If you would
like to make a donation to-
wards it, please send a
cheque payable to Mary
Mackenzie, at Rivendell,
Hill Lane, Elmley Castle,
WR10 3HU, since she is
acting as 'banker' for this,
or 'phone her on 01386
710517 for more informa-
tion.
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Service of Evensong and Organ Recital
13th September at 4pm

During lockdown, a brand new electronic organ was installed in St Pe-
ter's Church, to replace the very old and failing pipe organ. We are plan-
ning to celebrate its installation with a service of Evensong (hymn
singing sadly not allowed) followed by a short organ recital on Sunday
13th September at 4pm.

The recital will be given by Jeremy Meager. Jeremy is a former cathedral
chorister and music scholar of the Royal Northern College of Music. He
is an established church and recital organist and is Managing Director of
the Cotswold Organ Company, who supplied our Viscount S23 organ,
and will demonstrate something of its range and versatility.

This will be the first service that has taken place in St Peter's Church
since the coronavirus, and will have to take account of government re-
strictions, so it has been necessary to manage numbers. Seats are now all
allocated, but if anyone would like to go on a waiting list in case any
more places become available, please contact Penny Spiller:

01386 710725
pennyspiller50@gmail.c
om

This will be a time of cel-
ebration, an opportunity
to worship together once
again in our beautiful
church and to listen to a
gifted organist.

mailto:pennyspiller50@gmail.com 
mailto:pennyspiller50@gmail.com 
mailto:pennyspiller50@gmail.com 
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Update on filling the Vacancy in our Parish

 This issue of The Link sees the anniversary of the tragic death of
the Revd David Lewis. Since then our parish has been in vacancy which,
in normal times, could be expected to last a few months. Over the same
period the parishes of Bredon with Bredon's Norton and the Beckford
Group, which includes Ashton, Beckford, Overbury, Teddington and Al-
stone, have also been vacant following the death of the Revd Matthew
Baynes nearly 2 years ago. However, as many of you already know, the
Diocese has been faced with a major deficit in its budget and so is en-
gaged in discussions on how to reorganise to make ends meet, while at
the same time reviewing how best to serve communities in the 21st cen-
tury.  And all this before coronavirus hit and changed all our normal
patterns of life!

 So, in this area around Bredon Hill for the past year just one full-
time member of the clergy, the Revd Allison Davies who came to be Vic-
ar of Eckington just one year ago, has found herself looking after 14
churches, with all the work of services, funerals, weddings and pastoral
care.  Fortunately, she has received very good support from retired clergy
in our area and from the lay members of the congregations. But it is clear
to the Diocese that this is unsustainable in the longer term.

 The go-ahead has now been given for the process of recruiting
another full-time member of the clergy to work alongside  Allison and
they are keen that we move ahead quickly with this.

 We, with the other churches, are working as fast as we can to pre-
pare the documents describing the parishes in the Bredon Hill Group of
churches and to decide what kind of person we are looking for, so that
this one post can be advertised. This will be a challenging post, but
should be an exciting prospect for the right kind of person.

 On a practical level, the new person will live in the Rectory in
Elmley Castle.  The Rectory at Bredon, as some of you will be aware, is
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Parish Register

Departed:
Nick Moss  16th July, Bricklehampton.
Weddings:
Duncan Cross and Beverley Lloyd Brown 22nd August, Elmley Castle

now temporarily occupied by the new Bishop of Dudley while a new
house for him is sought.

 Please keep us all in your prayers as we work towards finding the
person we hope is out there, looking to come to join us and inspire us at
these times of change.

Mary Mackenzie
PCC Lay Chair

Vacancy for Church Treasurer

 Following the advertisement in the March issue of The Link,
there was a very quick response by a very kind volunteer, who has
since been 'shadowing' Niall O'Loghlen and 'learning  the ropes'.
Sadly, but perfectly understandably, this person has now withdrawn
for personal reasons.

 So, we have an urgent requirement for someone to take on the
job.  It could be a paid position and requires about half a day of flexi-
ble working a week.  It is largely an administrative post requiring no
special financial background and full training will be provided.  It is
not necessary to be a churchgoer.

 If you are interested, please contact Mary Mackenzie on 01386
710517 or e-mail memackenzie@outlook.com
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Gt Comberton – St Michaels and All Angels
The Church Tower

We are pleased to announce that the new Tower Roof has been complet-
ed, inspected and approved. The bells have also been inspected and de-
spite some minor wear on two bearings are in good condition.
The builders have cleared the site and we are now able to work on open-
ing the church for private prayer, which we hope to do in mid- Septem-
ber. Our Covid Risk Assessment indicates that we can accommodate 22
people ( or 11 pods ) .

We have to thank all those individuals and the two foundations (Wolf-
son Foundation and the Church Building Grants Commission)  who
have contributed 50% of the cost. We also appreciate the efforts of the
Villagers in the Climbing Everest Challenge.
It is also appropriate to thank those villagers who have worked with the
Diocese, the architect, the builders and the Grant bodies. It has been a
real team effort.

Bill Graham

Great Comberton Everest Challenge

Thank you to all those villagers and friends who recently participated in
our fundraising challenge activity. We are pleased to confirm that, col-
lectively, we climbed the height of Everest a total of three times .… most-
ly up Bredon Hill!  Thank you too to those who have kindly donated
towards our recipient charities, Pershore Foodbank and Great Comber-
ton Church Tower repairs. We have nearly reached our target of £1000
and hope to be able to announce In the near future that we have
achieved this target too.

Helen Airdrie
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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Luvvies in Lockdown

In the May issue of the online Link I wrote an article about a play I was writing
about William Morris. The play has since been read and is going forward for a
second reading in September. The plan is to aim for a production date in the
spring or summer of 2022. The preferred venue is The Bearpit Theatre in Strat-
ford-Upon-Avon. Like most theatres at present The Bearpit is in lockdown,
along with many actors, directors and other theatre enthusiasts. So what do we
poor thespians do in this situation? We ZOOM that’s what we do! Unable to
project our voices in the time-honoured way into an auditorium we read plays
to each other, like a Saturday afternoon bedtime story without the Horlicks. Do
they still make that stuff? Forgive me, I’m a hot chocolate fan and nothing
sweetens an under-employed luvvie more than a regular dose of play-readings.

One group based in Warwick has provided the ZOOM host for this enterprise
and the group consists of experienced and inexperienced readers alike. Some
have not set foot on stage yet but ZOOM is proving to be a good way of intro-
ducing new talent to an already rich local seam. My group, Second Thoughts,
have been established in Stratford for many years and like many groups in the
area benefit from the Royal Shakespeare Company’s provision of workshops in
all areas of the theatrical craft. We have 70 members and a written constitution
that helps frame our objectives and production values. Recently we have been
holding director’s workshops via ZOOM. This is not as satisfactory as rehears-
ing but we follow a blueprint that gives each participant a chance to formulate
their ideas on how a particular play can be directed – in case one of us decides
to take the plunge and assume the role of director after lockdown. Questions in
the blueprint may be: What are the themes of the play?  How would the play be
staged  Would we use the full text and numbers of actors specified in the origi-
nal script? How about gender-swapping? This has become a more popular
course for directors, professional and amateur alike, although not always delib-
erate.
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When I entered my first one-act play “Impersonators” in the Lighthorne Festi-
val I was three male actors short so I had to adapt the play so that three actress-
es could play those parts. Anyone who saw the recent RSC production of The
Taming of The Shrew would recognise that serious capital goes into issues of
gender and whether true equality is possible. Other questions in the director’s
workshop blueprint are: What do we think of the characters and do they
change one to the other throughout the play? What lighting and sound effects
would we choose? How much furniture? All these things are important consid-
erations for directing but we novices learn from old hands at this game that ac-
tually directing is really quite simple once you have a plan.

The real trick is keeping that plan flexible once rehearsals get under way. I have
to say that despite an initial tentativeness about using ZOOM as a means of
conversation our group agree that it has been a very useful tool in maintaining
contact and developing ideas. Hopefully this will continue until things get back
to normal.

One thing ZOOM can’t provide is the chaotic fun one can have with “warm-
ups”. These are exercises that a cast endure – or do I mean enjoy? – immedi-
ately before a performance. These are voice and body exercises which help pre-
pare an actor for that first entrance onstage but also give the cast a sense of
unity and teamwork that will have been nurtured through the rehearsal proc-
ess. Usually one actor volunteers to lead the group and will set the bar quite
high for the cast to follow. Voice work comes first: sounding an octave, ascend-
ing and descending, may achieve a harmony of sorts in that some of us sound
like Kiri Te Kanawa and others like the New Zealand rugby team during a “ha-
ka”; funny sounding names like Peggy Babcock are repeated very fast so that
you trip over the consonants until a belated mastery is found; finally, we sing a
song that is either in the script or is suitable for the time. “We are the champi-
ons” by Queen is a favourite. Exercise for the body comes next which is often
the cue for the more elderly of us to bow – very stiffly – out. When the warm-
up leader says the moves will be easy, no-one believes him/her. At that point a
good cup of tea is preferred to a squirt of WD40.

Noel Dollimore
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The Countryside
Tracking the ups and tracking the downs

When extreme weather happens so rapidly that meteorologists admit that ‘they
could not see it coming’ it must surely be unexpected.  The great weather vacil-
lations of spring 2020 had impacts far and wide and February produced three
named storm systems when rainfall in the UK generally was 237% of the
monthly average. Bredon Hill experienced 31 rain days in January and February
(Fig. 2) which was really a continuation of the unusually wet autumn of 2019.
With aquifers fully charged, springheads gurgling and sediments brought up to
Field Capacity the key question now is where has all the water gone?

Fig. 1. Annual precipitation (mm), 1995 to 2019, Little Comberton, Worcestershire. The 2012 figure was re-
garded as a typical average for the area in about 1965.

The answer is really quite simple: the wettest British February since 1862 was
followed by the sunniest spring since 1896. The combined impact of this on
Bredon Hill’s clay soils has been considerable in terms firstly of compaction and
then of desiccation; were these vacillations to become more frequent, agricul-
ture in its present form may require some review. Such extreme conditions ap-
pear to have made crop pests more intractable in the sense that their host plants
have become more vulnerable. A farmer once asked me if I knew what the very
large bare patches were in a barley crop, in fact they were caused by slugs. The
cost of anti-slug treatments on that farm in one year topped £40000 which
raised some interesting questions.
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Fig. 2. Spring precipitation (mm) January to June 2011 to 2020, Little Comberton, Worcestershire.

The spring of 2020 was by no means unique but the rapid mix of floods and
droughts seems to have become more frequent recently (Fig. 1). During Janu-
ary 2012, after a notably dry 2011 (Fig.2), cultivating equipment blasted clouds
of dust across the landscape and no significant rain fell until 2 April. It’s not
only farming that feels these impacts. With increased desiccation Water Voles
abandoned many hill streams long ago and nesting floodplain Curlews have
found it increasingly difficult to feed in hard-baked alluvium. Some insects tol-
erant of hot dry soils like Bombardier Beetles have increased but other
drought-adapted species were recently baked out of existence. As I write this
more than 100 sticklebacks are concentrated in a few small drying pools in
what was the brook.

One of the clearest recent expressions of increasing climatic warmth came not
from the wider countryside but from a Great Comberton cottage garden where
Giant Bugloss, a spectacular tender plant from the Atlantic Islands, survived
the winter and eventually threw up a towering spire of blue flowers over seven
feet high.

P. F. Whitehead
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Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

glen.bowbrook@live.com
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

Local gardener.
Quotes available upon request. No

job too big or too small - from garden
maintenance and orchard pruning to
planting, flower borders and other

gardening projects.
40 years agricultural and horticultural experience

and owner of an organic orchard.
Please call Steve on 07903 383971 for further details.

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Country Matter IX

How nice to see the pubs open again and the local village cricket teams
showing off their skills - ok so strict rules and regulations have to be ob-
served in both instances, but at least they are back to a semblance of nor-
mality !
          Butterflies seem to be everywhere as I write, both singly and in
pairs and my stinging nettle patch has attracted lots. The bees and in-
sects are enjoying the catmint and my goldfish can at least see where
they are going now that the water no longer resembles thick pea soup !
The straw experiment failed so I reluctantly had to resort to a chemical
treatment which worked very quickly, and now the fish are chasing each
other around the Rill and, I believe, mating !!!!
          I took part in the National Butterfly Survey in the middle of July
and was quite surprised at how many I actually saw in my garden in the
allotted 15 minutes - 37 !! They were mainly large and small Whites, but
also a couple of Tortoiseshell and Fritilleries. There was one Marbled
White and one Comma, but many came in pairs and just passed
through. We do tend to take butterflies for granted and it's not until we
actually stay still and watch carefully that we notice how many there
have been this year. I can remember an old great uncle of mine telling
me that the old country name for a butterfly was a " Flutter By " - self ex-
planatory really! Then somewhere along the line the name got turned
around.
          The same day I was looking at butterflies a huge flock of very loud
jackdaws flew over at about 5pm. There must have been nearly 200 - a
huge number. Where they had come from or where they were going I
have no idea and what was the purpose of their numbers don't I know
.… but what a noise!!
          Lots of dragonflies and damsel flies are about as I write though like
butterflies they move so quickly and irregularly that they are particularly
difficult to identify.
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          I see on TV' s Countryfile that bison are being used to manage
woodland in Wales!! and pine martens are breeding in The Forest of
Dean. But bison up on Bredon Hill could be interesting especially if they
are followed by Apaches or Sioux !!!!
          I briefly saw a sparrowhawk in the wooded part of the Quay Lane
river walk, but as yet, have not seen any kingfishers which I would have
hoped to have spotted.
        Slugs seem to be all over the place at the moment and have been
making a real mess of my lupins. A friend of mine in the village was tell-
ing me that he caught a dozen one night in a homemade beer trap ...…
knowing that very few of the little blighters are tee-total!!! His chickens
enjoyed a really slimy breakfast that day !!!!

David Taylor

FAMILY QUIZ VIII ( GLOBAL ).

Q1 What is the biggest creature ever to have inhabited the earth?
Q2 What is the smallest bird on the planet?
Q3 A group of lions is called a what?
Q4 Which bird upset a famous talk show host and who was he ? There
are two questions but three answers!
Q5 What is a Laughing Jackass?
Q6 How many bumps does a Dromedary have?
Q7 In advertising which bird used to have a pint of Guinness balanced
on its bill?
Q8 Which animals did Esso Petrol tell you to put " in your tank "?
Q9 What animal do you get when you cross a horse with a donkey?
Q10 Which species of elephant has the biggest ears?

Answers on Pg33
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A fond farewell
Under circumstances occurring during June and July we , Lyn and my-
self , were unable to say good bye to many of the people we would have
liked too.
In the 14 years living at Pool House we had the opportunity to enjoy lots
of social and private dinners , BBQ and parties .
Arriving in Great Comberton from St Ives Cornwall was a big change to
village life, but we easily settled in.  Having fantastic neighbours, we were
welcomed with open arms and quickly met lots of friendly people.
We had arrived primarily to make the latter years of Lyn’s father, Reg
Salisbury, comfortable but he didn’t need that much help and enjoyed
life to the full.
So it’s a big thank you to you all for making our time in the Combertons,
Elmley and Bricklehampton a happy time.

We’ve moved to Bideford,  North Devon.  Drop in for a libation!
Mick & Lyn Smith

Thank You

I would like to express my grateful thanks to everyone who sent kind
thoughts, cards and wishes to me during my recent illness and from
which I continue to make a speedy recovery.

John Pask

Thank You

Lesley Druce and family would like to thank everyone for their kind
messages of sympathy and support over the past few weeks. It was
much appreciated.



22

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle & Netherton Village Hall
100 Plus Club

Our thanks to all who have supported the village hall by joining the 100
Plus Club. To date we have 56 members and can therefore offer only the
£50 prize until membership increases. Once we have over 60 members,
the 2nd prize of £25 will be added.
The first draw (for June) was held at the village market on 9th July - £50
prize winner was Victoria Hunt.
The second draw (for July) was held at the 13th Aug market – £50 prize
winner was Jeanette Smith.
Membership costs just £2 per month. Full details and application forms
are available from either Jeanette Smith (Secretary) on  710511 or David
Speed (Treasurer) on 710776.

Poppy Appeal 2020

With regret, the Royal British Legion cannot allow door-to-door or
street collections this year. This is to protect our volunteers and to
reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission by face to face contacts.
Poppies will still be available at supermarket entrances and in
schools.
Wreaths and the small wooden crosses will be available to order –
please contact Sara Speed (710776) for details.

Prescriptions Thank You

I would like to offer a very big and heartfelt thank you to all the won-
derful volunteers who delivered the prescriptions to so many people
during lockdown. We in these villages are most grateful and realise
what an arduous task this must have been searching for the right ad-
dresses.

Margot Archer
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‘Families in Crisis’

Speaking to Pershore Rotary Lynne Raymer, Project Leader at the Per-
shore Foodbank says she is extremely worried about the impact Covid-19
is having on many families in the Pershore area. “Families that have nev-
er wanted for basic essentials are now finding that, perhaps due to unex-
pected layoffs or redundancy, their income has dried up and savings
gone”. This is fast becoming a crisis situation for many families and they
don’t know which way to turn for help.

Clients come to the Foodbank for many reasons, mainly due to low in-
come, debt, sickness as well as benefit delays and changes.”
Key to Lynne’s message is that there are many in need now and it is going
to get worse. Anyone struggling, through no fault of their own, should go
to a Referral Agency to get a red voucher or an e-voucher number. Refer-
ral Agencies can be found at schools, GP surgeries, churches, Social Serv-
ices, Wychavon DC, Pershore Town Council, Rooftop and Fortis
Housing.

Lynne wanted to emphasise that Foodbank volunteers are never judge-
mental. Every client is welcomed. Not only will they receive a food parcel,
but also a hygiene bag with essential toiletries and household items. Vol-
unteers will also suggest where clients can receive additional support - for
many, this is Citizens Advice who can be contacted on 01386 712100.

If you need help then phone the Pershore Foodbank on 01386 555347.
Leave a message and a Duty Manager will respond.
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Markets

Date for the next market is

Thursday 10th September

These will be held outdoors (with the option to move indoors if wet
weather).

Social distancing in place and hand sanitizer on entry.

Mobile Post Office (with banking services) available from 9 - 10 am.

Enquiries to Sara Speed (01386 710776)

1st 35 Sue Sharman £25.00
2nd 78 Ian & Mieke Phillips £16.00
3rd 57 Steph Benning £10.50

4th 36 Louise & Mark Schmitz£5.00
5th 80 Michael Wood £5.00
6th 41 Zoe Kirby £5.00

LCS&SC have decided to postpone 100 Club subscriptions for the time being
owing to the current pandemic.  We will re-visit collections of subscriptions in
January.  Thank you all for your understanding at this time.

Sheila Morris
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The Fold Theatre, Elmley Castle Village Hall -
postponed

Owing to the restrictions currently in place, we regret that the planned
performance "'Appen It'll Brighten Up Yet........" by the Fold Theatre/Folk
Group cannot take place on 5th Sept.
Singing, with audience participation, is not encouraged at the moment!

An alternative date of Saturday 20th March, 2021 has been booked.
We hope to be able to welcome you all to enjoy this very entertaining
performance - save the date!

Elmley Village Hall Committee

Little Comberton Gardening Club

We hope that Gardening Club members have
been able to enjoy time in their gardens during
these difficult months.

UPDATE
Unfortunately but necessarily, due to the Government restrictions,
our planned programme of meetings and outings has been impossi-
ble to fulfil.

Your committee’s recent decision is that we hope to be able to
resume after several further months, perhaps in JANUARY 2021,
depending on developments.
Please check future notices in the parish magazine, on the parish no-
tice boards, or on the Little Comberton village website.

Roger Leake
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Celebrating ‘Pershore in Bloom’

Pershore’s streets are once again bathed in a glorious display of brightly
coloured flower baskets, tubs and troughs. Their existence today is
thanks to some enlightened, community spirited people back in 2004
who thought Pershore needed cheering up - so they improved the plant-
ing and installed new baskets in the High Street.
In 2006, Pershore Town Council took over responsibility and success in
the ‘Britain in Bloom’ competitions soon followed. Tall poles were later
installed to hang 10 large baskets at Pershore Bridge, Defford Road and
Allesborough Hill and these are the responsibility of the ‘Pershore in
Bloom’ committee.
The large baskets are filled and maintained each year by David Moule of
Mill Lane Nurseries, Drakes Broughton, with funding from Wychavon
DC, Pershore Civic Society and Pershore Rotary. But key to the success
of the annual display is the two remaining members of the ‘Pershore in
Bloom’ committee, Councillor Val Wood and Cairns Boston. Without
their determination and support, Pershore would not look so beautiful
and so welcoming.

Through Rotary you can use your
time, talents and enthusiasm to bene-
fit the communities that we all call
home. For more information about
Rotary in Pershore, contact Kit Car-
son at
secretary.pershore@btinternet.com or
on 07747 117624.
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Local walks with the Cotswolds
voluntary wardens

Although there are currently no guided walks taking place a
programme is being prepared which we hope to deliver from
August. Depending on how things progress these will be published
on
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/

Walks will have limited numbers and a booking system will be in op-
eration, so check the website for details.
In the meantime, please try one of our many self-guided walks that
can be found at
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-
exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/

The walk leaders are very much looking forward to showing you the
beautiful Cotswold countryside when it is safe to do so.

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/
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If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com).

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mrs G. Tallis Narrow Meadow Farm,

 Hinton-on-the-Green WR11 7QX 01386 47430

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs P. Spiller Pear Tree Cottage, Wick Road,
Little Comberton WR10 3EG 01386 710725

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900

mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 01386 710205

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Family Quiz VII Answers

A1 Blue Whale
A2 Bee Hummingbird
A3  Pride
A4 Emu and Rod Hull and Michael Parkinson
A5 Kookaburra
A6 One
A7 You can
A8 Tiger
A9 Mule
A10 African

The Queen Elizabeth Inn is run by
our community for the benefit of our parish

and beyond.
Your custom keeps us open –
use it, or we could lose it !!

RESERVATIONS:  call  01386 710251  or via our website www.elmleycastle.com

www.elmleycastle.com
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Church services in September 2020

Sunday 6th 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion Bredon's Norton
  10.30 a.m. Morning Prayer St Mary's, Elmley
       Castle
Sunday 13th 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion Holy Trinity,

Eckington
         1030 a.m.     Holy Communion St. Barbara's, Ash
       ton Under Hill
  4.00 p.m.   Evensong   St Peter's, Little
       Comberton – see
       separate notice
Sunday 20th  9.00 a.m. Holy Communion St Mary's, Elmley
       Castle
  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St Giles', Bredon

Sunday 27th  9.00 a.m. Holy Communion St Faith's, Overbury
  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Holy Trinity,

Eckington

With just one full-time member of the clergy covering all of the 4
parishes/benefices round Bredon Hill at present, each of them has a main
service on alternate Sundays.  But, everyone is invited and encouraged
to attend one of the services in another parish when there is not one in
their own.

In addition to Sunday services, each of our church buildings in this par-
ish is open for private prayer as follows:

● St Peter's Little Comberton every Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m,
● St Mary's Elmley Castle every Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m. and

every Thursday 10 a.m. to 12 noon
● St Michael's Bricklehampton every Monday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m
● St Michael's Great Comberton still to be confirmed every Tues-

day 9 a.m. to 12 noon and every Friday 12 noon to 5 p.m.


