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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for the December/January issue is 11th November in the hope
that conditions are such that we can continue to produce and distribute a
print edition.  We will continue to produce the on-line version.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

Cover photos:   iStockphoto.com (Nigel Wallace)

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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Christian Comment

We’re all living in fear - fear that anyone we happen to meet can infect
us with the coronavirus and threaten our life; fear for work, wages, busi-
ness, livelihood, the shrinking economy; fear for the future of our chil-
dren and grandchildren if drastic action isn’t taken to reduce climate
change. Fear is natural, it’s nature’s warning system, and it’s often, as
now, a wake-up call to us and to our world to make lifestyle changes. But
we can’t live in fear day by day, month by month without it taking its toll
on our mental health. Besides, fear is contagious, it spreads misery and
distress. ‘Live without fear’ said one of our leading politicians; ‘Don’t be
afraid of coronavirus’ said Trump. But without robust grounds for hope,
these are empty words.

Christianity is often characterised, wrongly, as a set of rules we must
obey, but the most frequent phrase in the Bible is ‘Do not be afraid’.
Why? Because trust in the loving, caring, creator God brings us relief
from the paralyzing existential fear that tugs away at us and wears us
down. The psalmist writes: ‘God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be
moved and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea’. God
specialises in meeting impossible challenges. The greatest calamities may
shake our faith but they can’t impede the presence of God to see us
through them.

I was consumed by fear as I waited on the platform for my train back to
university to sit a crucial examination. Careful preparation had done
nothing to ease my anxiety. But my eyes were drawn to a massive board
on which were printed the words: ‘Fear not, I the Lord am with you, I
will hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I will help
you”. It felt that I was being addressed personally. God promised to hold
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my right hand. (It wouldn’t have meant the same to a left-handed per-
son!). But that word of God from his ancient spokesman Isaiah, had the
effect of releasing me from all my fear, kept me calm and led to a satis-
factory result.

Feasting our lives on novels, poetry, art and music offers a potent anti-
dote to much of the debilitating messaging we’re hearing on the televi-
sion and in the press. But there’s no richer feast for fear-filled lives than
the Bible account that spells out the way God’s presence resources us to
live with, through and beyond fear. It’s a love story, proving that ‘perfect
love casts out fear’. It speaks to our condition.  ‘Nothing can separate us
from the love of God’. The coronavirus isn’t a judgement upon us. But it
may be the opportunity God takes to bring us back to himself, spread
open his arms of love around us and speak to our hearts: ‘Do not fear,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine’.

Today the world stands on the brink of a potentially catastrophic threat
to the entire planet. Trust in God’s sovereignty over creation doesn’t ab-
solve us from responsibility to act, but it emboldens us to trust that the
actions we take will make a difference. There’s a world of difference be-
tween believing that there’s nothingness and no-one at the heart of the
universe, nothing in, with and beyond unruly, uncreated matter, and the
belief that at the heart of the universe there is a personal, loving being.
He is the One who neither slumbers nor sleeps, but is awake to our long-
ings, present in our fears and will bring us safely home.

Roger Spiller
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Remembrance 2020

Considering the Covid-19 pandemic, plans for this year’s Parish
Remembrance service are difficult. We are required to complete
a Risk Assessment.
There is a high degree of uncertainty as to where the country or
region will be on November 8th.
What we can say with confidence is that the usual packed serv-
ice in St Mary’s church cannot take place due to the need to maintain social
distancing. Our capacity is therefore around 50, i.e. about a third of the
number we might normally expect.
It is of course possible that all services in our churches are again suspended.
Outdoor worship is currently permitted in churchyards but the 2 meter rule
applies. There must be no mingling or socialising.
Trying to decide now what to do then, when so much remains uncertain is not
possible.
We hope to put together a short video which will include the reading of the
names of the fallen. This will be put online.
Other possibilities include an outdoor Act of Remembrance followed by a short
service in Church or just a simple service in church, maximum of 50.
What we can commit to is that as a Church we will lay wreaths on the war me-
morials in the Parish on behalf of the community and prayers will be said.
Further details will be announced nearer the time on the Facebook Elmley,
Bricklehampton & The Combertons Parish Notice Board and on A Church
near you, www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18645
Notices will also be on the church Notice Boards.
The Royal British Legion is unable to organise the usual house to house collec-
tion but poppies are still on sale and we hope to have some in St Mary’s. Alter-
natively, there are other ways of giving outlined on the Royal British Legion
website. www.britishlegion.org.uk

Any questions please email churchwarden@mail.uk or
rectoryoffice@btinternet.com or ring the Parish office on 01386 710394 where
you can leave a message.

The Churchwardens.

www.britishlegion.org.uk
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Country Matters XI

Sprouts!!!!!! - now there's a subject close to my heart! These days you
can buy them in nets, in plastic bags, in polythene trays, ready prepared and
even still on their stalks ! But however you purchase them they never seem to
taste as good until they have endured a hard frost and you can then prepare
them yourself. I follow my mum and cut a cross underneath in the stalk and I
like mine really well cooked. In our household sprouts are cooked in two batch-
es, the ones for me - done to an almost yellow mush ( like we used to have at
school ) and the rest hardly dipped in boiling water for the rest of the family !
Funny isn't it that we are about the only country in the world that eats the
things in huge quantities and we either love 'em or hate 'em - I know which
camp I’m in!

Now that the nesting season is over hedges can be trimmed and cut
back. It makes the whole countryside look neat and tidy not to mention our
gardens, and we can look forward to new growth in the spring ! Road verges
too are now cut short as the wild flowers have died back which also encourages
new growth and gives the birds of prey such as owls and kestrels a better chance
of spotting their supper thus fattening up for the winter.
          As children we used to delight in collecting and pulling apart owl pellets
to see how many mice, shrew and vole skulls and other remains we could find.
We then glued them, together with any other bones, onto a piece of card and
proudly displayed them in our bedrooms. Over time the glue got brittle and the
bones dropped of , usually onto a freshly vacuumed carpet!
          Egg collecting too was something that we as children used to revel in and
displayed our collections in glass topped cigar boxes begged from the pub. We
wrote labels in spidery writing and laid them carefully on the sawdust under the
appropriate egg. Once collected ( and never more than one egg from any nest )
each was pierced at the ends with a pin and the insides blown out into a cup.
Many is the time , if they looked alright, that have I tipped all the insides into a
pan and cooked up a delicious and very varied omelette !
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Rooks and Crows were the most difficult to rob as we had to climb so
high to reach the nests. Coming down we used to carry any eggs in our mouths
so as to have our hands free. Quite a few times I have knocked my chin on a
branch and had a mouthful of raw egg and broken shells! - served me right I
suppose.

Egg collecting is now, quite rightly against the law, but it has been in-
teresting to see in the last twelve months or so, how many eggs ( usually duck )
bought in a supermarket have hatched out to the surprise of the purchaser!!
Perhaps Waitrose or Aldi should do a promotion such as "buy a dozen eggs and
get a home incubator free!!! "

And finally talking of eggs I have had a pigeon in my garden that over
the summer raised a pair of squabs on four separate occasions in the same nest
(with hubby repairing it each time.) Is this a record?  I've never known it be-
fore.

P.S. The best description of sprouts and sprout pickers that I know is in the first
chapter of John Moore's book, 'The Blue Field'.  It's the third book of his 'Bren-
sham Trilogy' - all of them well worth a read.

David Taylor

FAMILY QUIZ X

Q1. What was the main food of a brontasaurus?
Q2. What was Postman Pat’s cat called?
Q3. What is unusual about the feet of a hippo?
Q4. Who was Mr. McGregor's nemesis ?
Q5. What is the fastest creature on earth?
Q6. What is the fastest land mammal on earth?
Q7. What is a fox’s tail called?
Q8. What is a fox’s face called?
Q9. In "Wind in the Willows" what was the name of Otter's son?
Q10. Which herb has a man's name?
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Pershore Pathfinders

Pershore Pathfinders is a social club for local people with sight loss. It
was set up in 1993, has celebrated 25 years, and is going strong. In 2003
it won a Queen Elizabeth Golden Jubilee award for voluntary services
providing social events for blind and partially sighted people in the Per-
shore area. Many neighbours will remember Bob Gould of Elmley Cas-
tle. He was a loved and respected Chairman for many years.

When people begin to lose their sight it is very worrying. This club
brings together new members with older members who are managing
well and enjoying life. Many conditions are represented amongst the
club members, including the common macular degeneration, cataracts,
glaucoma, various central and lateral degenerative conditions. We have a
happy informal relationship with the Worcestershire branch of Sight
Concern.

Prior to COVID-19 we had been meeting in the Committee Room of
Wychavon Civic Centre. We met on a Tuesday morning, 10-12 am,
twice a month; on the second and fourth Tuesdays. We expect this to be-
come the norm again in due course. We engage speakers and entertain-
ers, like many clubs. We have a hot drink. Raffle? Definitely we have a
raffle, if not an auction. There is a small subscription paid at the meet-
ings. Many of us have friends, neighbours or family who act as helpers
and some offer transport services to the meetings.

In addition to routine meetings we have been spending days out on nar-
row boats, going for pub lunches, and gathering for a Christmas lunch.
Regrettably outings were not possible this year but we are planning
Christmas Lunch.
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However, those of us who can manage the two steps up from shop to
garden have been hosted by Persora’s SIP café on Pershore High Street
on the last three Tuesday afternoons for an afternoon pot of tea. Social
Distancing has been possible. While this continues to be feasible you are
welcome to join us for a chat.

We have a small group of organisers, including Sue Sharman and Denis
Page. Here are their contact numbers, if you’d like to hear more about
Pershore Pathfinders.

Sue 01386 710294 susansharman8@gmail.com
Denis 01905 351716 07759 857195
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SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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Keep Calm, Clear Out and Recycle On…
Support Elmley Castle C of E First School

Calling everyone having a clear out this autumn.

Elmley Castle School now have a
clothes & textiles bank located in
the school’s staff car park, easily
accessible from the path outside
the school.
All villagers are welcome to use the
clothes bank to recycle any of the
following:

● Clothes
● Paired Shoes
● Bedding (excluding quilts

and pillows)
● Textiles
● Bags and Belts

Please help support our local
school - all funds raised will be donated to the school PTA funds which
all go towards benefiting the children.
For any queries, please contact Wendy Spragg (meddings069@bt.com).
Don’t just bin it, recycle it!
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Christmas Shoe Boxes 2020

We are pleased to announce the appeal for Christmas
Shoe boxes is taking place again this year. There are
leaflets in the Churches or they can be obtained
from;

● Penny Spiller in Little Comberton 710725
● Geogina Fenton in Elmley Castle   9 Millend
● Margot Archer in Great Comberton 710295

The Christmas Shoe Box collection day is on  SATURDAY 21st

NOVEMBER   10.30AM IN ELMLEY CASTLE CHURCH.
Please bring your shoe boxes on this day, where they will be blessed.  Bob
James, the area organiser will gratefully receive the boxes.

 If it is easier you may leave them with Penny Spiller or Georgina Fenton
or Margot Archer.
Thanking everyone.               Margot Archer

Planning Fireworks This Autumn?

We have a network of
owners of animals and
pets who would be grateful
if you could let them know
if you are lighting fire-
works so that they can take
action to protect animals
and keep pets indoors.

Please contact Jackie Colley 07594 346042 if you are planning fire-
works or would like to be added to her list of concerned owners.
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Christmas Fair in Elmley Castle
28 November - event has two parts to it

Part 1
Venue: Elmley Village Hall
Time:  2 - 4pm
Title:  Christmas Craft Fair plus festive refresh-
ments and raffle

Part 2
Time: 4.30
Title : Father Christmas to turn Elmley Christmas lights on with a parade
along Main Street to Queen Elizabeth pub.

Further information available by contacting Jane Martin at
tonyjaneaussie@yahoo.co.uk

It goes without saying that should Covid 19 regulations impact on our
plans then we would have to act accordingly.

Jane Martin
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Poppy Appeal 2020
With regret, the Royal British Legion cannot
allow door-to-door or street collections this
year. This is to protect our volunteers and to
reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission by
face to face contacts.
Poppies will be available at the November 12th
Elmley Castle village market and at supermar-
ket entrances, shop/pub counters and in
schools.
Wreaths and the small wooden crosses will be available to order –
please contact Sara Speed (710776) for details.

LCS&SC have decided to postpone 100 Club subscriptions for the time being
owing to the current pandemic.  We will re-visit collections of subscriptions in
January.  Thank you all for your understanding at this time.

Sheila Morris

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle & Netherton  Village Hall 100
Plus Club

The winning numbers for the September draw were –
No. 26    -       1st Prize (£50)   -  Kenelm Lewis
No 54     -      2nd Prize (£25) -   Lorrin Campbell
It’s not too late to join! There will be a further 6 monthly draws (up to
March 2021) at £2 per month.
Please contact Jeanette Smith (tel: 710511) for details.
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Market

Date for the next market is

Thursday 12th November
This will be held outdoors (with the option to
move indoors if wet weather).

Social distancing in place and hand sanitizer on entry.

Mobile Post Office (with banking services) available from 9 - 10 am.

Enquiries to Sara Speed (01386 710776)

Family Quiz X Answers

A1. Vegetation.
A2. Jess
A3. They are webbed.
A4. Peter Rabbit.
A5. Peregrin Falcon - dive speed 242 mph
A6. Cheetah - 68 - 75 mph
A7. Brush
A8. Mask
A9 .Portly
A10 . Basil
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The Queen Elizabeth Inn is run by
our community for the benefit of our parish

and beyond.
Your custom keeps us open –
use it, or we could lose it !!

RESERVATIONS:  call  01386 710251  or via our website www.elmleycastle.com

www.elmleycastle.com
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Local walks with the Cotswolds
voluntary wardens

Although there are currently no guided walks taking place a
programme is being prepared which we hope to deliver from
August. Depending on how things progress these will be published
on
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/

Walks will have limited numbers and a booking system will be in op-
eration, so check the website for details.
In the meantime, please try one of our many self-guided walks that
can be found at
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-
exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/

The walk leaders are very much looking forward to showing you the
beautiful Cotswold countryside when it is safe to do so.

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/walking/self-guided-walks/


24

If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com).

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill, Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mr N. O'Loghlen Greenfields,
Great Comberton  WR10 3DU 01386 710900

mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Services in November
1st November
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion St Faith's, Overbury
 10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion St. Mary's,
   Elmley Castle
8th November Remembrance Sunday services,
  including
 See page 6 at  St. Mary's, Elmley Castle
15th November
 9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Michael's, Great
   Comberton
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion  St John the
   Baptist, Beckford
 10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion St. Giles', Bredon
22nd November
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion St James, Defford
 (to be confirmed)

 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St Barbara's,
   Ashton Under Hill
 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Holy Trinity,
   Eckington
29th  November
 10.30 a.m.    United Bredon Hill Group service for
  Advent Sunday
 Holy Communion at St Faith's Overbury

In addition to Sunday services, each of our church buildings in this parish is
open for private prayer as follows:

● St Peter's Little Comberton every Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m,
● St Mary's Elmley Castle every Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m.
● St Michael's Bricklehampton every Monday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m
● St Michael's Great Comberton every Wednesday 9 a.m. to 12 noon.



27

Sunflower Competition Winners
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Volunteers Grape Harvesting
Deer Park Estate Winery

Photograph: Nigel Jamieson


