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Great Comberton - Advent windows

Front Cover: Frosty garden - Helen Salter
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“All you need is Love”

Many of you will recognise these words as not being from the Bible, but
from the title of a well-known Beatles song; And as we enter February,
one day which will be in the minds of many will be 14th February, St.
Valentine’s Day.

St. Valentine was named after St. Valentinus, who was martyred by the
Romans for, among other things, secretly conducting Christian marriag-
es. That is why today it is a day for celebrating love, romance and espe-
cially married relationships.

The Rev. Paul Hardingham considers what love really means, and in an
article asks, “If love is all we need, then what does real love look like?” St.
Paul answers this best by describing, in that well known passage from his
letter to the church at Corinth, read at many wedding ceremonies, which
says “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices in the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love never fails.”

The love written of here is unconditional, forgiving and sacrificial; And if
we were to take out of this passage the word love, and substitute it with
our own name, I wonder if this would be true of each of us. But then if
were to substitute instead of our name, the name of Jesus, how does this
passage read then? For this Jesus is available to each one of us, and helps
make our love for others grow, bringing true Valentines’ joy.

It is also fitting that a few days after St. Valentines’ Day, the church com-
memorates Ash Wednesday, heralding the start of Lent. For although
Lent is a season of sadness, as we remember all the sin in the world, espe-
cially in our own hearts and minds, it also leads to the greatest display
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and act of love ever given or undertaken for another, as Jesus offered his
life on a cross.

Jesus’ love for humanity knew no bounds – He gave His all for us. There-
fore, it is right that in February, and throughout the season of Lent, we
reflect on what love really means.

Lent this year may be particularly different and difficult to that of previ-
ous years; And whatever our position is in this current pandemic as we
approach Ash Wednesday, church communities will undoubtedly com-
memorate Lent in many ways. Whether this will involve giving up some
much-loved food, drink or pleasure or by taking something on which
will help or bring pleasure to others, people during this season will take
the time to reflect on the real meaning of what it is to love.

So, however you choose to mark Lent, let us do it faithfully, honestly and
with integrity, giving it our all, and doing everything in the name of love.

Allison
Vicar of Eckington, Defford cum Besford and

Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches

Update on filling the Vacancy

It will surprise no-one that the process of filling the vacancy in our par-
ish has been held up due to the various lock downs and the restrictions
they have imposed on our lives.  The Diocese advertised the post, re-
ceived response to the advert in mid-December and short-listing by the
panel of clergy and local lay representatives took place via Zoom before
Christmas with a view to interviewing during January.  None of the pan-
el was comfortable with the idea of doing Zoom interviewing and so it
was agreed by the Archdeacon of Worcester, who chairs the panel, that
interviewing should be delayed until it is safe to do it face-to-face and
that this should be kept under review.
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The latest lock down which was announced by the Government on 4
January did not mandate the closure of places of worship as the first lock
down had.  However, a communication from the Bishop of Worcester
made it clear that the decision to remain open for services of public wor-
ship, or not, was one that could be taken locally by those who under-
stood their local circumstances. Thus on 5 January,  Churchwardens of
all the churches round Bredon Hill met via Zoom and after careful con-
sideration it was agreed that our churches should be closed for public
worship until such time as the lock down was reviewed and the situation
changed.  The decision was taken with much regret, but reflected the fact
that many in our congregations and those who help to set up for services
are over 70 and thus deemed to be in the more vulnerable categories who
are due to receive vaccination in the first groups to be offered it.  Addi-
tionally, given the Government's message 'Stay at Home', not going out
to church would help to demonstrate that we were setting an example of
listening to that message and acting responsibly.  In fact the same deci-
sion has been taken many other churches throughout the country and by
the time you are reading this it may be universal.

So, since 10 January, public worship services in our churches have been
suspended and it looks probable that this will continue not just through
the first half of February, but for the whole month.  Please look out for
local notices with the most up-to-date information.

However, in the meantime our church buildings are opened for private
prayer as follows:

● St Peter's, Little Comberton: every Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
● St Mary's, Elmley Castle: every Sunday 2.30 p.m to 3.30 p.m
● St Michael's Bricklehampton: every Monday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
● St Michael's, Great Comberton: every Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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BIRTH
Billy Burton Smith, of New Barn, Bricklehampton, was born 14 October
2020. Mother and Son are both well.

These times are what had been agreed at the time this edition of The
Link was going to press, but could change at short notice and so again
please check local notices.

The Revd Allison Davies is doing a service of Morning Prayer every
Sunday at 10.30 a.m via Zoom and increasing numbers of our congrega-
tion have been joining this.  Please let Alison Kahn, Administrative Co-
ordinator for the Bredon Hill group of churches know (07984 748059) if
you would like her to send you an invitation to join the Zoom service.

There are of course many services available on-line as well as on radio
and television.

Finally, none of the above service arrangements affect funeral services,
which can still take place in church, though with a limit of 30 people at-
tending.  Arrangements should be made in the usual way, with Alison
Khan again the contact point.
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SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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Carol Newman
a note from Maurice

Dear friends,
I want to thank you for the touchingly great number of condolences for
me and tributes to Carol which I have received. There have been many
cards, telephone calls and even some face-to-face chats when permitted.
There have also been numerous Facebook posts which Emma Byrd has
painstakingly retyped and emailed to me. To experience such an over-
whelming outpouring of grief and affection is very humbling, but I draw
great comfort from knowing that Carol touched so many lives around
her. I shall try to honour her memory by continuing her support for oth-
ers, and where possible will take on any role which she has played. If you
think that I can help, please ask.

There will be a memorial service in St Mary’s, Elmley Castle at 10:30 on
Thursday January 21st, but  as I’m sure you know, the numbers must be
strictly limited, together with further restrictions to be observed by those
attending. Therefore, I hope that you will understand that attendance in
the church has to be by invitation only. If it were not so then the church
would be full to overflowing. The funeral procession will begin at our
home in Millend at 10:15 and will proceed through the village to the
church. A number of those invited will follow on foot. Everyone else is
invited to view the procession from the roadside or churchyard whilst
observing social distancing, but I’m sorry that current restrictions will
not permit entry to the church.

A strictly private brief ceremony will take place at the Vale crematorium
on the following day, and Carol’s ashes will be interred in Elmley
churchyard a few days later.

Once again, my heartfelt thanks to all whose tributes have shown us what
a great loss we have suffered.
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Country Matters XIV
Having chatted to a number of friends ( at an acceptable social distance, of
course, ) about natural remedies I was surprised how many were given these,
like me, as a child.  Honey was certainly a favourite, but many were given other
" natural " cures or herbs.  My worst memory is having to swallow a spoonful of
cod liver oil each morning after breakfast and before I was let out to go to
school. Ugh!  But at least when I got older it was manufactured in capsules and
I could swallow it with my porridge!  One friend told me that garlic can ward
off a heart attack as it makes the platelets in the blood less likely to clump to-
gether, and another told me that pineapples can help after an operation as they
contain bromelain which can reduce inflammation. Live yoghurt can help look
after your gut and olive oil is lauded for its cancer and heart disease fighting
properties. Any of the above should be treated perhaps with suspicion and cer-
tainly never taken without proper medical consultation.

Personally though, I am convinced that somewhere out there in the natural
world, possibly in the rain forests of the Amazon, or even in our own fast dis-
appearing flower meadows, is a cure for many of our ills, maybe even cancers -
if only we could find it before we destroy its possible source.

The best medicine around The Combertons is its fresh air, relatively untainted
by petrol or diesel fumes. At this time of year it is cold and fresh and there's a
mist in the air as one breathes out (without a mask on !!!)  The cold air also
makes it easier to spot single or groups of deer on the hill as the steam rising
from their breath and warm bodies often gives away their position before you
see them.

One tends to notice more cobwebs at this time of year too as they sparkle in the
winter sun when covered in an early morning mist or hoar frost.  Frozen leaves
crunch satisfactorily beneath your feet before they thaw and turn to mush.
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I spotted a hedgehog the other day scurrying down the road.  What it was doing
out at this time of year when it should still be hibernating I don't know - may be
a couple of warm days encouraged it out to look for worms or slugs.

One of the most haunting yet wonderful sounds at this time of year is the honk-
ing of skeins of Canada Geese as they fly overhead from feeding ground to feed-
ing ground, and if this is combined by a lovely red and purple morning or
evening sky it's even more beautiful!

Aconites and snowdrops should be appearing soon, if they haven't already, and
are a sure sign that spring is not far away. It amazes me that some collectors will
pay thousands of pounds for some of the rare species of snowdrop, and until
recently I had no idea just how many sorts there are!  I've certain no idea if
mine are common-or-garden or worth a fortune!!

Finally, when I was on my way for a coffee the other Saturday at the Little
Comberton Market I was startled to see a stoat struggling across the road with a
dead rabbit in its jaws! It made it, then disappeared with its prize into the
ditch!! What next I wonder ?!?

David Taylor

Correction: the answer to Question 4 in the previous QUIZ was of course Gen-
eral Woundwort and not Windsor as stated

FAMILY QUIZ XII

Q1 . Who or what was Moby Dick?
Q2 . What colour are most seal pups when they are born?
Q3 . What animal and what gender is The Monarch of the Glen?
Q4 . If you are going through a doorway and are told to ‘grouse’ what should
         you do ?
Q5 . Twenty pairs of what sort of eagle have recently been introduced into the
         Highlands of Scotland?
Q6 . What colour face does a coot have?
Q7 . What is the proper name for a Killer Whale?
Q8.  From where does a cuckoo migrate to this country?
Q9.  Who founded the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust?
Q10. The answer to question nine had a famous father, who was he?
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The Countryside
A brush with the skypainters

Having contributed articles to The Link for 18 years it might be assumed that
one could run out of things to say. The unpredictable dynamic of the country-
side dictates otherwise and never more so than during the winter solstice.  The
winter reveals all the elements of the landscape except for when they become
enveloped in swirls of mist and fog (Fig. 1); there is simply no mistaking winter.
Or is there?  For many animals and plants adapting to climate change winter
brings with it considerable risks. Take swallows for example; is it really worth
expending energy on flying 12000 miles a year when isotherms have shifted
north by 160 miles in a little more than a decade?  For animals such as these life
is very much a roll of the dice; on 15 February 2010 I found a swallow resting

on a coastal embankment at Up-
hill in Somerset. Closer inspec-
tion revealed that the bird had
landed there some little time be-
fore; lacking the energy to take
flight again it had assumed its
final sleep.  Swallows have win-
tered more successfully around
warm water outlets at Pembroke
Dock where flies can still gather.

Fig. 1. The muted tones of winter. © P. F. Whitehead

For insect life that has adapted to successions of mild winters, dramatic weather
change also poses threats. Caterpillars of the large white butterfly are now on
the verge of breeding all year round and examples preserved in nature’s freezer
were noted during January.  At the end of December a caterpillar of a large yel-
low underwing moth enjoying a nocturnal walk was transformed into a rod of
steel.  An elegant little plume moth emmelina was more successful and survived
day temperatures of -2C by sheltering inside a dense rosemary plant. Great
crested newts returned to their breeding sites early and some were seen under
ice on 3 January.  A pair of carrion crows were at their nest at Wyre on 9 Janu-
ary.
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As people increasingly move across the landscape in their coats of many col-
ours they come into closer contact with wildlife. A photographer captured a
fine image of a reared Chinese Reeves’s pheasant in Wick parish and the male
stonechat that visited Little Comberton village for a few days around 7 January
was the first there since 28 December 1976.  Strictly an insect-eater these birds
are significantly impacted on by bad weather.  The large dog otter that appeared
in Little Comberton and Wick last October surprised its observers and harks
back to the time in the 1930s when they moved as far up Bredon Hill as Elmley
Castle church pond.  The slowly increasing otter is regrettably now seen more
often as a road casualty which is presumably why Professor Roger Knutson’s

Field Guide to Flattened Ani-
mals has gone through several
reprintings. Elsewhere more
than 400 golden plover flocked
to old pastures above Hill and
Moor and Wick Grange Farm
lived up to its reputation with
flocks of more than 500 linnets
and an occasional brown hare.

Fig. 2. Is it a bird, is it Superman or is it a Picasso? © P.F. Whitehead

The greatest epic of winter has to be the vast murmurations of starlings that
flood into their communal roosts and paint abstract patterns on the sky with
unparalleled abandonment (Fig. 2). At some roosts barn owls have learnt how
to pick off the birds at night and peregrines can sometimes be seen waiting for
their arrival. It is easy to overestimate numbers of roosting starlings but the
most recent counts at Birlingham suggest about 130000 birds.

P. F. Whitehead
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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Thank you to everyone who bought plants from us again, (and for the
returned pots.)  Special thanks to Lin and Roger Bigg and Doreen and
Graham Buxton for their generous donations.  We made £350.00, a small
amount of that went to a poor struggling family in The Gambia, and the
remainder to Cancer Research U.K.
Thank you all so much !

Jackie and Ted Barnett.

Christmas in Great Comberton
People in Great Comberton became very involved in decorating an Ad-
vent window, which were most varied and stunning. It was a joy to walk
round the Village and admire the windows.

The Church too was decorated for
Christmas with Village organisations,
young families and kind people bring-
ing and decorating a Christmas tree.
The church brought light and celebra-
tion with meaning to all who visited the
building.

The Village Social Club held a virtual
Christmas Quiz which was most suc-
cessful and much enjoyed by many vil-
lagers. A fundraising appeal was set up
for Caring Hands and people kindly do-
nated the total of £462.50 to the charity,
a wonderful effort!

Margot
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Little Comberton Sports and Social Club: ‘100 Club’
LCS&SC have decided to postpone 100 Club subscriptions for the time being
owing to the current pandemic.  We will re-visit collections of subscriptions in
January.  Thank you all for your understanding at this time.

Sheila Morris

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle & Netherton  Village Hall
100 Plus Club Winners

Congratulations to the winners in our November and December
draws. The lucky numbers were –
1st Prize (£50) November No. 42 - Brian Lovett December No. 29 –
David Speed
2nd Prize (£25) November No. 35 - W. and J. Easton December No. 72
– Tony Sleight
New members are welcome. Draws will be held monthly until March
2021. The fee is £2 per month,
with profits to the Village Hall funds.
Please contact Jeanette Smith (tel: 710511) for details.

Helen Salter
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Market

Owing to the current lockdown restrictions,
the EC Village Hall has been closed and the
market due to be held on Thursday 14th Jan-
uary was cancelled and it looks most likely
that the February market will also not be able to take place.

However, most of the regular stall holders are able to take orders, ei-
ther for collection or delivery – please see notice boards for details.
Please check your village notice boards, email lists and social media
for news about reopening the markets.

Enquires to Sara Speed  710776

Family Quiz XII Answers

A1. Whale
A2. White
A3. Male Red Deer .... A stag.
A4. Duck your head.
A5. White Tailed Sea Eagle .
A6. White.
A7. Orca.
A8. Southern Africa.
A9. Sir Peter Scott
A10, Sir Robert Falcon Scott.
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LITTLE COMBERTON CAROLLERS
Or should it be Little Comberton non-carollers…………

It was agreed that due to Government protocols that it would have been
unsafe for all concerned to serenade the villagers this year in these diffi-
cult times. However, it was decided to circulate the village with an invita-
tion for donations to Acorns Children’s Hospice.  I am pleased to report
that we were able to send a cheque for £80 to the Hospice which has been
struggling for funds throughout this difficult year.

Many thanks to those of you who donated.

We look forward to better times and serenading you later this year.  In
the meantime, Happy New Year to you all, keep safe and keep smiling.

Brian Barber.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
On behalf of the Royal British Legion I should like to thank everyone for
their generous donations to the 2020 Poppy Appeal. Unfortunately, be-
cause of the Coronavirus restrictions, our usual house-to-house collec-
tions and the collection at the Remembrance Day service were unable to
take place. Nevertheless, the Elmley Castle District, including the Comb-
ertons, Netherton & Kersoe, raised a total of £730.39 for the welfare and
support of all ex-servicemen and their families in times of need.

I am very grateful for the support of the Parochial Church Council, Little
Comberton Parish Council, The Queen Elizabeth Inn and all who made
donations at the Elmley markets and the Rollett’s Pantry at Little Comb-
erton.

Thanks also to all who donated online – these will be added to the total
for the county.

Sara Speed
Poppy Appeal District Organiser
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

 Ring Paul Sanger
 Tel: 01386 247351
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger@hotmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com).

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill,

 Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

Vacancy

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Vacancy

Mrs H Sleight Chough Cottage, Main Street,
Elmley Castle  WR10 3HS 01386 710955

mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com



26

The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink on the Little Comberton website

www.little-comberton.com

The deadline for the March issue is 11th February in the hope that
conditions are such that we can continue to produce and distribute a print
edition.  We will continue to produce the on-line version.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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Great Comberton - Advent windows
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Wick Road avenue under a touch of frost- Nigel Jamieson


