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Loving the Stranger.

I wonder how good you are at talking to people you do not know. For
example, are you one of those people who can enter a room at a social or
formal gathering and immediately start talking to people you haven’t
met before? Or are you someone for whom meeting people for the first
time, fills you with dread, unsure of what to say, preferring instead to re-
main with people you know really well, or staying quietly in the back-
ground, watching as people interact around you.

As part of my professional life before coming into ministry, I was active-
ly involved in selecting people for new roles for the Council I worked for,
and frequently we had to carry out personality tests, to see whether the
candidates would be a good fit for the role that they were applying for.
The simplest definition of whether someone was an extrovert or intro-
vert as revealed by the test results, was to just see how good they might
be at relating to others, often a key role requirement.

Now most of us feel comfortable conversing and spending time with
people we know well and like – conversation comes easily, and we are
generally happy to spend time in their company. However, the bible calls
us to “love the stranger”, (Deuteronomy 10: 12-end) initially stemming
from the time that the people of Israel were slaves in the land of Egypt,
before being rescued by God through Moses, who led them to safety and
the promised land.

Today our world is full of strangers – people who are refugees, asylum
seekers and displaced people, as well as many people who are seeking to
build lives and raise families in lands and cultures which are in a sense



5

alien to them.  And closer to home, even though one of the joys of living
in a village is knowing so many people where we live, there are likely to
be several or many people we don’t know or haven’t met yet.

God calls us to be kind and to love everyone, even those we do not know.
Additionally, we are required to be welcoming, generous to those who
need our support whatever their circumstances, and invitational, so
strangers feel included, not merely existing on the outside or periphery
of our community and church life. To this end, we look forward to wel-
coming Katryn Leclezio to this area, as she commences her role as the
new incumbent to the Bredon Hill Group of churches. Katryn will be
working alongside me in the ministry and mission across the Hill, whilst
living in Elmley Castle, and as she joins us, I am sure we will all seek to
help her feel at home in our community and support her in her future
ministry with us.

Therefore, as we look towards the summer, let us take whatever opportu-
nities we can to love the stranger – as we never know when that stranger
may be a messenger sent from God.

With every blessing,
Allison.

Vicar of Eckington, Defford cum Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill
Group of churches



6

Appointment to fill the Vacancy in our Parish

 On Sunday 25th April the Bishop of Worcester announced the
appointment of the Reverend Katryn Leclezio as Priest in the Bredon
Hill Group Ministry. Katryn is currently Team Vicar in the Halas Team
(Halesowen), Deanery Mission Enabler and an Associate Director of Or-
dinands in this Diocese. Prior to ordination, Katryn worked in training
with Operation Mobilisation (a Christian Missionary organisation) in
South Africa, France and the UK.  Katryn’s Licensing by Bishop Martin
Gorrick, Bishop of Dudley, will take place on Sunday 25 July at 4 p.m. at
St. Mary's, Elmley Castle.

 As explained in The Link last autumn, our parish of Elmley Cas-
tle, Bricklehampton and The Combertons has not been the only one in
vacancy. Bredon with Bredon's Norton and the Beckford Group (which
includes Ashton, Beckford, Overbury, Teddington and Alstone) have al-
so been vacant, since the death of the Revd Matthew Baynes somewhat
more than 2 years ago.  The Diocese has been able to justify the affording
of two full-time members of the clergy to serve the Bredon Hill Group of
parishes and so the Revd Katryn will join the Revd Allison Davies (of
Eckington, Besford and Defford) in providing ministry round the hill.
We don't know yet exactly how they will work this out between them,
but we do know that the Revd Katryn will be Priest in Charge (the cor-
rect 'technical term !) of our parish, with its 4 churches, and also some of
the other churches round the hill.

 It is great news that the Revd Katryn will come to live in the Rec-
tory at 22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, and we look forward to welcoming
Katryn when she arrives .

Mary Mackenzie
PCC Lay Chair
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June 2021

6th  June  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary's, Elmley Castle
  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Holy Trinity, Eckington

13th June 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Barbara's,
Ashton Under Hill

  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Giles', Bredon

20th June 10.30 a.m. Morning Prayer  St. Michael's,
Great Comberton

  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Peter's Chapelry,
Besford

27th June   9.00 a.m.        Holy Communion Chapel of Ease,
Bredon's Norton

  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St Margaret's, Alstone

Midweek Services at St. Peter's, Little Comberton
These services will resume in June and will be on Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m.
 2nd June Morning Prayer
 9th June Morning Prayer
16th June Morning Prayer
23rd June Holy Communion
30th June Morning Prayer

In addition to Sunday and midweek services, each of the church buildings in this
parish is open for private prayer as follows:
St Peter's Little Comberton: every Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
St Mary's Elmley Castle: every Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
St Michael's Great Comberton: every Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
St Michael's Bricklehampton: every Monday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.



8



9

Supporting the work of our churches
Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton and The Combertons

Our churches are dependent on the generosity of those who give their
time, money and energy to make our work possible, to maintain our
buildings and reach out to the wider community with the love of God.
If you would like to support our churches then your kindness would be
most gratefully received.

Scan the QR code with your smart phone to make a donation

Online donations can also be made using the following link:
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a615109b-e547-4db5-ad90-0976fd6d54dc

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a615109b-e547-4db5-ad90-0976fd6d54dc
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

Ring Paul Sanger
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger34@gmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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The Countryside - Looking out

The old adage about not being able to see further than one’s nose would be difficult
to apply to students of the biosphere especially in Worcestershire.  The Victorian
urgency to find reality at a time when Noah was still held responsible for strange dis-
coveries in the river valleys led to the rapid development of learned societies. Al-
though most were established in London two of these early societies remain active
locally even today. The Cotteswold Naturalists Field Club was formed in July 1846
and the Worcestershire Naturalists Club a year later in 1847.  With their members
continually looking further than their noses the Worcestershire ensemble became
affectionately known as ‘The lookers-out of Worcestershire.’ Edwin Lees was instru-
mental in establishing the group having written, as early as 1828, ‘A catalogue of
plants in the vicinity of Worcester’. He first took his band of ‘out-lookers’ up Bredon
Hill on 24 June 1850. Eckington station having recently been opened, the motley
crew arrived by train,  some on horseback and some in open carriages, their uphill
trek arousing the interest of the hill’s numerous land workers and their hotwire
communication system.

Looking out not invariably means looking down and where better to start than an
ant’s nest?  The mound-forming ant of Bredon Hill is the
little yellow meadow ant Lasius flavus. A much rarer
species, Lasius psammophilus, is confined to sand in one
or two spots. Around the hillcrest the landscape is often
decorated with anthills; quite how ants decide to space
them so distinctly seems not to be explained. On the
higher slopes the ants work light soils containing sand
in-blown from the river valleys during the ice age; be-
cause sand grains only come to rest below an angle of
about 30 degrees the ants never manage to create anthills
above a certain height try as they may. In contrast an-
thills constructed from clay above Bredon’s Norton, tow-
er upwards like miniature termite mounds.

© P. F. Whitehead   Fig. 1. The dwarf forget-me-not Myosotis ramosissima, no more
than an inch in height, is largely confined to anthills on Bredon Hill.
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Anthills are obviously useful for ants but serendipitously create conditions for a
complex range of insects and plants that live only on them. Many of the plants are
small ‘spring ephemerals’ which flower and seed in a short space of time before the
summer sun bakes the anthills. First to flower is Whitlow Grass (related to cabbag-
es) which frosts the anthills with white icing as early as the end of  February fol-
lowed by mouse-ears and a diminutive forget-me-not (Fig. 1) that flowers and

seeds at less than an inch in height. Inside their
nests the ants tend and groom wingless aphids
in return for sweet secretions and particular
types of pill beetles prefer the fine sediments
that the ants continually bring to the surface.
Yellow meadow ants work through the winter
and when the anthills are frozen hard Green
Woodpeckers easily break them up to reach the
ants which are consumed at speed.  Although
meadow ants sometimes nest in mown lawns
where they are unable to construct anthills, any
attempt to control ants is a fast route to defeat;
they have been on the planet 2500 times longer
than humans. Occasionally badgers open up
anthills and use them as long-term latrines;
when that happens the ants can become under-
standably demoralised.

© P. F. Whitehead   Fig. 2. Round-leaved cranesbill (Geranium rotundifolium,) a
localised plant of well drained banksides found at a few places around Bredon Hill.

Not all plants that prefer dryness occupy anthills; Round-leaved Cranesbill (Fig. 2)
occurs at a few spots around Bredon Hill. Alexanders is usually coastal in Britain
but thrives as a cultivation relic on verges and waysides at Beckford from where it
appears now to have reached Netherton. No longer cultivated it appears to have
died out in some places but was known at Eckington in 1781.

P. F. Whitehead
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COUNTRY MATTERS XVIII

Lots  and lots of celandines on the road verges this year and this reminds
me of the old wives tale that says that the more there are, the more love
will flourish and the more proposals of marriage will be accepted!
Wouldn't that be nice as we come out of lockdown.
      A pair of French partridge were seen running across my front lawn
and then again later at the back cleaning up the seeds dropped by the tits
and greater spotted woodpeckers. The usual hoovers of these scraps, the
wood pigeons just watched as if in amazement.
      Grooming the dogs on the lawn and leaving the hairs once again pro-
duced lots of smaller birds collecting for nesting material and every sin-
gle hair had gone within twenty four hours!  Shortly afterwards, on one
of her walks, my wife was amused to see a number of jackdaws repeated-
ly landing on the back of a little grey pony and pulling out hairs without
the donor seemingly being worried, as he carried on grazing!
      My song thrush is back in the garden but is struggling to find many
snails to crack on it's favourite ‘anvil.’  The fish in the rill have all sur-
vived the winter and are rising from the murky depths to feed, usually on
the warmer days. Red kite and buzzards seem to be more prevalent this
spring than before as they circle high overhead searching for food. The
relatively mild winter has obviously increased survival rates which is nice
to see.
      The other bird that has returned and made its presence known is my
regular tawny owl. It starts its calls usually at about 4am and continues
for up to a couple of hours. At times it seems as if it is sitting on the bed-
room windowsill so there's no chance of a lie-in!  However, if I call back
it always seems to answer which is very friendly indeed!  Next door
neighbours have heard the prolonged eerie shriek of a barn owl.
      A beautiful cock pheasant honoured us with his presence the other
week and in full outstanding 'mating mode' colours strutted about the
patio for a good ten minutes and even tapped on the glass of the French



15

windows a couple of times.  It was a good job the dogs were having their
afternoon nap!
      More bramblings have been seen along the Pensham road so they
must be enjoying the seeds they rely on to eat in the winter and the early
insects which are their main diet in the summer, but still no bullfinches. I
have only seen one in the last three years. Again had a buzzard in my big
cherry tree, but not sure of it's motives. Found fox droppings on my
front lawn recently, accompanied by a strong smell of a vixen on heat.
Then on 19th April, a beautifully sunny and warm day, I saw my first
holly blue, comma, and orange tip butterflies in the back garden and a
lonely swallow on some telephone wires across Church Street in Great
Comberton. Summer must be here especially as I heard a cuckoo for the
first time the following day!

David Taylor

FAMILY QUIZ XVI
Q1. Is a tomato a fruit or a vegetable?
Q2. What is the alternative name for a French partridge?
Q3. What is a group of otters called when they are out of the water?
Q4. From which tree do cob nuts come?
Q5. What is the main diet of a puffin?
Q6. What are baby European eels called?
Q7. How many feet does a limpet have?
Q8. Which way does a snail's shell curl?
Q9. Where do dragonflies begin their lives?
Q10. What colour is the bib of a pine marten?
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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GOM
Do you remember when ....…

● we climbed trees and never fell out and killed anyone.
● we never smashed bottles, but took them back to the pub or shop

to reclaim the 3d.
● we ate only plain crisps with a little blue bag of salt at the bottom.
● we ate the whole of an apple including the pips and not once did

an apple tree grow inside us.
● we wore other people's clothes bought at jumble sales and no-

body teased us.
● if we wanted to do something nobody did a ' risk assessment ' or

'safety survey'.
● sometimes we told fibs but our tongues never dropped off.
● we collected bird's eggs, but only ever took one egg from any one

nest.
● we pulled apart owl pellets in our bedrooms and never died from

dust poisoning.
● we ate a fried breakfast every day but never got fat.
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

Painting, Decorating, Maintenance
        and Odd Jobs.
        Steve Organ

M - 07902930994
Tel - 01386 710908
Email:
sorgan06@gmail.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Elmley Castle Cricket Club

Elmley has enjoyed a winning start to the season and hopefully it will become a habit!

Both Saturday sides began their league campaigns with decisive wins.  The first team
entertained Shipston-on-Stour and ran out visitors by six wickets. The visitors batted
first and a miserly opening bowling spell by teenager Liam Webb returned 2 wickets for
11 runs in his six over spell, coupled with Simon Cooper’s 3-34, this reduced Shipston
to 191-9.

In reply Elmley set about the chase in a positive manner and fine displays by Simon
Corbett 67 and hard hitting 52 by newcomer Andy Ford saw the hosts home by 6 wick-
ets in just 34 overs .

The seconds achieved a fine 92 run win at Kenilworth.  The stand out performance
coming from Jack Richardson who hit a classy 96.  Kenilworth fell well short after Con-
nor Webb 3-22 and erstwhile keeper Jules Meredith 2-18 ensured the hosts fell well
short of the target.

You will not be surprised to hear that neither side started their league games the follow-
ing Saturday, given the dreadful weather.  Meanwhile, “Friday night is Junior Night”
continues apace with in excess of 60 juniors attending at various ages to enjoy qualified
coaching sessions. We are grateful to all the helpers and in particular to Andrew and
Lucy Rollett for providing an excellent BBQ for parents and participants alike.

The bar opens at 6pm on a Friday evening and we welcome anyone who wishes to come
and enjoy the facilities.

We look forward to entertaining you!
Brian Barber

Saturday 12th June           2nd XI v Overbury CC
Saturday 19th June           1St XI v Leek Wootton CC
Sunday   20th June            Sunday XI  v Fladbury CC
Saturday 26th June           2nd XI v Bearley CC
Saturday   3rd July            2nd XI v Kenilworth
Sunday     4th July           Sunday XI  v Corse Lawn CC
Saturday 10th July             1st XI v Norton Lindsey CC
Sunday    11th July            under 9s soft ball tournament
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Market

Thursday 17th  June
9.30 - 11.30 a.m.

We've moved to the 3rd Thursday of the
month.

Hand sanitising, social distancing will still be in place (unless the
guidelines change by then!). Masks must be worn inside the hall. The
mobile Post Office, with banking services, will be available from
9 a.m. -10 a.m.

Sara Speed

Family Quiz XVI Answers

A1. Both
A2. A red legged partridge
A3. A romp or lodge
A4. Hazel
A5. Sand eels
A6. Elvers
A7. One
A8. Anticlockwise
A9. In water
A10. Cream/yellow
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at THE OLD RECTORY
LITTLE COMBERTON

By kind permission of John and Susie Kottler

FRIDAY 2nd JULY 2021
TICKETS £10 in advance £12 on the door

available from:
Mike/Sally Roberts 710653             Brian Barber 70328
     Phil Airdrie 710558             Penny Spiller 710725

* Raffle *      * Coffee on sale *
7.30pm – 10.30pm      Gates open 6.30pm

Farewells at 11pm   Free car parking close by

An eclectic mix of cool Jazz, Swing, Latin, Blues and a little
Trad., whilst enjoying views of Bredon/Malvern Hills

Bring a picnic and be prepared for any weather!

PROFITS TO SUPPORT THE PARISH OF ELMLEY CASTLE
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Save the date
Macmillan Coffee Morning is coming back

The Macmillan Coffee Morning is back in Great Comberton Village Hall
on Friday September 24th. (Covid rules permitting)

It will be great to get together and raise money for this wonderful cause.
More details to follow.

Ann Reynolds Great Comberton WI
01386710179

Save the date
Saturday 16th October for an

Evening of Song and Laughter
We hope to welcome the Fold Theatre Group to Elmley Castle Vil-
lage Hall on Saturday 16th October to perform “ ’Appen It’ll Brighten
Up Yet………” , their show about the vagaries of the British weather.
Coronavirus restrictions have caused the show to be cancelled twice –
third time lucky! Please make a note of the date – we’ll give  more
details as soon as we can.
Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle & Netherton Village Hall Committee
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Gardening Club

We’re back! Whoopee!

Our first event is an afternoon visit to the gar-
dens of Birtsmorton Court near Malvern.

The Court is a Grade 1 listed fortified medieval
moated manor house with extensive formal
gardens which include the ancient ‘Wolsey tree’ and yew tree topiary at
the centre of which lies the ‘White Garden’.

The visit begins at 2pm on Wednesday 16th June.
Transport is by our own cars. SatNav WR13 6JS
Cost: £11 payable at the venue and includes entrance, tea/coffee and
cake.
If you are interested in attending please phone Edith Powell on 01386
710790.
If our group is oversubscribed priority will be given to our Garden
Club Members.

The viability of the visit depends upon Government regulations on the
day.
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SIMON COLDBREATH
Home and Garden Services

(Pirton)
Repairs, Maintenance,
Painting & Decorating

07933 632719
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Little Comberton Sports and Social Club: ‘100 Club’

We are hoping to re-instate the 100 Club in September.  A letter will be sent shortly
with a list of collectors to enable villagers to take up their old number/s or request a
new number.  Depending on up-take, prize amounts may vary.

Sheila Morris
Secretary LCS&SC

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle & Netherton  Village Hall
100 Plus Club Winners

Application forms for renewal of membership, or for new members wishing to
join, will be available from April. The fee is £2 per month, with profits to the Vil-
lage Hall funds.

Please contact Jeanette Smith (tel: 710511) for details.
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The Project - A Community Bus Service

A regular community bus service for rural villages in Wychavon will enable local resi-
dents to access services and social opportunities in local towns and villages more easily.

The project to provide and support a community bus service has been designed and
developed by village residents and parish councillors to address the problems of rural
isolation in an area where public transport provision is limited or non-existent. The
project will cover the costs of providing regular and reliable transport into Pershore
and Worcester for any village residents eager to resume normal activities including
shopping and social events. The community bus will create a safe and welcoming envi-
ronment for passengers who want to make regular trips out and meet friends and fam-
ily members. Transport will be provided by volunteers from Pershore Volunteer
Centre and Worcester Wheels (both registered charities) who support local communi-
ties with their services, and will help to promote volunteering opportunities
We are raising funds please copy below link to pledge your support

https://www.spacehive.com/village-connector-bus

Volunteer Drivers urgently needed
As we come out of lockdown we are desperate for volunteers drivers in your area, if
you can spare the gift of your time for a few hours a week, please call Donna or Angi
on 01386 554299.

Donna King
Transport Manager

Pershore and District Volunteer Centre
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If you wish to enquire about baptisms and weddings, please contact the
Rectory Office by email (rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com).

All other enquiries should be addressed to one of the Churchwardens.

22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle, Pershore, WR10 3HT
Telephone: 01386 710394. Email: rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill,

 Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

Vacancy

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Vacancy

Mrs H Sleight Chough Cottage, Main Street,
Elmley Castle  WR10 3HS 01386 710955

mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Phil Croke (Executive Head) 710279
and Nursery

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr D. Phillips (Chair) 710337
 Angela Dymoke (Secretary) 710157

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink from the village websites

www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk

The deadline for the July/August issue is 11th June.

Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
www.little-comberton.com
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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Opening Friday 21st May
‘A Tea Room Fit for a Queen’

Offering a selection of hot and cold drinks,  milk-
shakes,  cakes, cup cakes and a sweet shop.

Traditional cream teas and other delicious treats.
Open: Thurs - Fri 10.00-4.30 Sat & Sun 10.00-3.30

Queen Elizabeth Inn
email Nicky  at thepolkadotteapot@hotmail.com



31

Photograph: Richard & Ruth Balmforth



32

Photograph: Jacob Dent

Printed by: parishmagazineprinting.co.uk


