
1
March 2022



2Cover:: Kezzia Dent



3

The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink from the village websites

www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk

The deadline for the April issue is 11th March.
Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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“God doesn’t have a switch off mechanism.”
Lent is upon us.  A season of unflinching reflection, openness to the pain
of the human condition.
Someone helpfully asked me today how we had managed to go two
weeks in church without praying for the escalating situation in the
Ukraine in our public worship.  A very good point.  We should be regu-
larly praying for issues of concern in our community, in our nation and
in our world.  How have we managed to miss this ‘biggie’?
Perhaps we feel that it is far away from us?  Or, we cannot imagine that a
full scale war could develop so close to us.  Perhaps we have a blind con-
fidence that diplomacy will be effective?  Perhaps we are weary with bad
news after two years of upheaval and difficulty?  We simply do not have
the capacity for more pain.
Prayers of intercession connect with difficulty and pain and loss.  When
we name situations that seem intractable and awful, when we remember
those who have died and pray for those who grieve, we open ourselves to
imagine, to feel.  We try to put ourselves in the ‘others’ sandals.  And we
ask God to be near to those for whom we pray.  We ask God for mercy.
We ask God for healing, for resolution.
We often don’t know how our prayer is answered.  But in praying, in
connecting with God, we sense that we somehow share in God’s care and
God’s suffering with us.  We intuit that we are not alone, that God is with
us all, in all circumstances.
It is a Christian discipline to pray in all circumstances.  It requires an ef-
fort of the will for many of us to be unselfish in our prayer.  It takes effort
to overcome compassion fatigue.  In so doing we begin to fathom some-
thing of the heart of God.  God’s deep love and care for all peoples, eve-
rywhere, all the time.
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From the parish registers

Wedding
 22 January St Mary’s, EC, Jasmine George and Matthew Bushell.

It struck me that there is something autistic about God:  God doesn’t
have a switch off mechanism.  God is constantly alert to everything, all
the time.  God can handle it.  God’s love is mysteriously able and willing,
all the time.
I am thankful that God is so much bigger and more able than I can imag-
ine to bring hope in despair, light in darkness, life from death.

 Rev’d Katryn

Elmley Castle Lent Lunch

To be held on Thursday, 31st March at
Warwick House, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle.

12.00pm onwards

In aid of St Marys’ Church, Elmley Castle.

It would be helpful if you could let the Soup Team know if you are
planning to attend so that they can
prepare accordingly.

Please contact Sally Dodwell 01386710518 or text 07933172364
email sallydodwell@btinternet.com
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S, ELMLEY CASTLE

Friends of St. Mary’s held their AGM on the 16th January, this important
charity has been ably chaired by David Philips for many years assisted by
his wife June and in later years by Angela Dymoke.
David and Angela have decided to retire from their positions within the
charity and at the AGM Chris Tallis became chair, Georgie Fenton be-
came secretary with Mark Axtell-Powell remaining as treasurer.
Thank you to David and Angela for their diligence and hard work which
has left F of SM in such a strong position, it is also important to ac-
knowledge the fund raising efforts of Brian Lovett and team over many
years.
Many of the improvements to St.Mary’s would not have been possible
without the generosity of the F of SM.
This charity exists purely for the benefit of our beautiful 11th century
church. It is secular in that its remit is solely concerned with the fabric of
the building, there is no involvement in the general running expenses.
Over the years Fof SM has lost many stalwarts, without new benefactors
the charity will regress. Residents of Elmley Castle please read the letter
which is inside your Link, reflect on the most iconic building in the vil-
lage and decide for yourself if this is a charity that deserves your support.

Chris Tallis ( Chair )
Mobile – 07973 221150
Email – chris.tallis@tallisamos.co.uk
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Tony and the Link Choir

Hello!  As many will know, I am privileged to have been asked to take
over the musical leadership of the Link Choir.  I am excited to be doing
this, and believe that we can and will reach great heights!
I moved to Elmley Castle in 2015, following a varied career in education
and music. Trained as a secondary music teacher in the city of Bath, I
was also able to benefit from involvement in the musical life of the Ab-
bey where I sang and received organ lessons. My subsequent career
ranged from running secondary-school music departments to headship
of a comprehensive school and leadership of music services and a music
education hub.  Throughout it all I continued to both sing myself, both
in and out of churches, and to lead choirs and instrumental groups, in-
cluding the privilege of taking youth groups to perform at major UK
venues, including Symphony Hall, The Barbican and Snape Maltings.
Although I have now moved to Pinvin, I continue to be committed to
Elmley Parish and the Link Choir.  I’m looking forward to developing
and building the choir to enhance our worship, and hopefully starting a
youth section in the near future.  I’m sure we can achieve great things,
and expand the range of styles in which we sing.  If you are interested in
‘having a go’ please do come along to a practice (on Thursdays at 6:45,
usually in the church at which the next Sunday service will be held).
If you would like to know more, please e-mail me at:
linkchoir2@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you!

Tony Mealings
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Why English Is So Very Hard To Learn

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes,
But the plural of ox is oxen not oxes.
One fowl is a goose but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese
You find a lone mouse, or a nestful of mice,
Yet the plural of house is houses not hice.

If the plural of man is always called men,
Why shouldn't plural of pan be called pen?
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet
And I give you a boot would a pair be called beet?
If one is a tooth and whole set are teeth,
Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth?

Then one may be that and three would be those
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose,
(And the plural of cat is cats and not cose).
We speak of a brother and also of brethren.
But though we say mother we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him,
But imagine the feminine, she, shis and shim!

Anon

Submitted by David Taylor
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Family Quiz
Q. 1 What is a mole's coat called?
Q. 2 What is the main plant Druids use in their ceremonies?
Q. 3 What are the national flowers/plants of England, Wales, Scotland,
         Northern Ireland?
Q. 4 From whose garden did Peter Rabbit steal his carrots?
Q. 5 What are believed to be the biggest freshwater fish in the world?
Q. 6 What are the smallest birds in the UK?
Q. 7 There is an old Evesham phrase, "umpty tumps."  Do you know to
         what it refers?
Q. 8 What colour are commercial flax flowers?
Q. 9 Which elephants have the biggest ears, African or Indian?
Q. 10 What was the name of Beatrix Potter's home in Cumbria?

GOM
Do you remember when ......

● teenage postcode gangs didn't exist?
● we wore woollen swimming costumes that sagged at the crutch

and waist as they got wet!?
● ladies wore swimming hats?
● it snowed in winter?
● an accident was an accident and nobody worried about being

sued?
● we always had a Sunday roast?
● we always had 'bubble and squeak' on a Monday?
● we played games like 'Jonny-on-the-mop-stick' and 'British bull-

dog' in the school playground?
● cars had front bench seats?
● to fill up a car with fuel cost less than 'ten bob', (50 pence)?
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

Ring Paul Sanger
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger34@gmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Country Matters 25

We had the first fieldfares in the garden at the beginning of January
and they quickly finished off the few holly berries that the blackbirds had
missed. The cotoneaster, which has been covered in red berries for
months, does not seem to hold any interest for our home bred garden
birds, but our winter visitors polished off the abundance of fruit on its
boughs within twenty four hours of their arrival!

I have seen very few kites or buzzards for ages - I do hope nothing
has happened to them, but crows are massing in the tall trees and their
grating calls will be echoing across the countryside for weeks on end un-
til they find mates and settle down.

I sadly found a dead grey heron in a gateway at the top of Goodleigh
Hill. I don't think many people realise how big a bird they are because
few get to see them close up as they are timid birds, but their beaks are
powerful weapons if so needed!

A solitary blue tit has been examining all my nest boxes one at a
time. It has been perching on the top of each as if assessing the view, then
cautiously entering each one as if appraising the accommodation and fi-
nally emerging slowly as if making up its mind! Let's hope it soon makes
a choice as Spring is nearly here!

With the hedges well maintained and clipped all around the coun-
tryside, it is interesting to spot the vast number and variety of last year's
nests that are visible before this year's Spring foliage comes out and hides
them again. Pigeons, blackbirds, and song thrushes are the most prolific,
but closer examination reveals those of yellowhammers, dunnocks, vari-
ous finches and quite a number that I have been unable to identify.
Along the road bordering the holiday home park are magpies nests and
two squirrels’ dreys (still in use.)

The deer carcass that I reported last month has been picked com-
pletely clean, leaving only a sad looking skeleton, but that's Mother Na-
ture for you, what may be tragedy for one creature means survival for
many more.
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 Two friends at the top of the road from me have both had their
stone walls repaired and rebuilt and the standard of workmanship is su-
perb! It was especially pleasing to see the artist (for that is what he surely
is) was a young chap, meaning his skills will hopefully continue for years
to come. I also saw another young man doing some beautiful hedging
along the Cheltenham road before Christmas, another countryside occu-
pation that one might have thought to be dying out, but not if these two
chaps have anything to do with it! My great uncle used to make eel traps
(putcheons) out of willow, but I've not seen that done for many a year,
and frankly I'm not sure I would want to eat any eels out of our polluted
rivers these days!

David Taylor

Family Quiz Answers
A. 1 It's velvet.
A. 2 Mistletoe.
A. 3 Rose, daffodil/ leek, thistle , shamrock.
A. 4 Mr. McGregor.
A. 5 White sturgeon. They have been known to reach over 20 feet in
         length and weigh more than one ton.
A. 6 Goldcrest and firecrest.
A. 7 Molehills.
A. 8 Blue.
A. 9 African.
A. 10 Hill Top.
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How many Castle Cricket club

At the club AGM held in November, presided over by President Brian Woodford,
the meeting began with a minute's silence to remember the members that we had
lost during the year; Brian Druce, Jonathan Saunders and Denys Shaw.

The previous minutes were agreed and signed followed by a robust report from
Chairman, Will Bailey. A full league campaign was completed by both Saturday
sides, a credit to all involved considering the pandemic.

New site-screens were purchased and the refurbished social area was beginning to
be utilised fully. The president thanked Will for all his hard work throughout the
season.

Treasurer, Tim Sheppy, handed out a healthy balance sheet and praised the work of
Dave and Gemma Roberts for all their hard work towards the bar. Horror of hor-
rors, bar prices are to rise! Recognition was made of grants made by Wychavon
Council during the pandemic.

Jules Meredith gave a very positive review of the junior section that ran four age
groups throughout the season. Friday nights continued to be a success with as
many as sixty children attending under the watchful eyes of qualified coaches. Jules
gave a special mention to Lex Meredith, Ali Ash and Cole Halliwell for their ex-
ploits during the season.

In view of his generous donations during the season Gavin Thoday was made a vice
president of the club.

Robin Eaton gave a thorough report on club results and statistics. The most notable
being that Jamie Bailey, at the tender age of 59, became the oldest Elmley player to
score a century!

Club officers were all re-elected in post with the exception of Barry Clemence, who
is standing down as club captain and will be replaced by Matt Ormerod.

Brian Barber
Committee member

Editors note: Apologies, this article was submitted for last month’s edition
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Editors note: Our sincere apologies, the above was submitted for last month’s edition

Thank You

Once again, thank you to everyone who bought plants from us last
year,  also to everyone who gave us their used pots.  Special thanks to
Doreen and Graham for their donation!
We raised £300.00 which is going to Cancer Research UK.
Thanks again.                                                         Ted and Jackie Barnett.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

On behalf of the Royal British Legion I should like to thank everyone for
their generous donations to the 2021 Poppy Appeal. With a return to al-
most normal operations, the Elmley Castle District, including the Comb-
ertons, Netherton & Kersoe, raised a total of £1376.33 for the welfare
and support of all ex-servicemen, and their families, in times of need. I
am very grateful for the continued help and support of the many volun-
teer collectors, and the organisations and businesses that enabled collec-
tions on their premises.

Sara Speed, Poppy Appeal District Organiser
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Monthly Market

Thursday 17th March
9.30 - 11.30 a.m.

Hand sanitising, social distancing will still be in place (unless the
guidelines change by then!)  We ask that you continue to wear masks
inside the hall. The mobile Post Office, with banking services, should

be available from 9 a.m.-10 a.m.                                Sara Speed

Great Comberton WI is back.

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month
at 2.00pm in Great Comberton Village Hall.

Our meetings are a mix of speakers/ social events and is always fol-
lowed by a sociable tea.

We welcome new members/ visitors to all our meetings.

Ann Reynolds President
01386710179 / ereyn55870@btinternet,com.

Informal  Spring Coffee
Morning

Everyone welcome to Coffee,
cake and chat on

SATURDAY 23rd  APRIL  10.00 am –
12.00 pm

In the lovely church of  Great  Comber-
ton and outside if the sun is shining

Donations to church funds.

Monday Club
We’re having a get together on Monday 7th

March in Elmley Village Hall at 2.30 p.m.
We’ll plan our future meetings and trips
over a cup of tea & cake, everyone welcome.
We hope to have a short slide show from
Alan Watkins.

Jenny & Will 710682
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Little Comberton Sports and Social Club: ‘100 Club’

February 2022 Month 6
Number Name   Amount

1st  35 Sue & Steve Cox  £25.00
2nd  67 Sandra Hayles  £10.00
3rd  55 Margaret Cooper  £5.00

Sheila Morris Secretary LCS&SC

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle and Netherton Village Hall
100 PLUS CLUB WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners in our January 2022 draw. The lucky numbers were :

     1st Prize (£50)      No. 42  -  Malcolm Meikle
2nd Prize (£25)     No.  3   -  Jennifer Locke

Application forms for renewal of membership, or for new members wishing to join,
are available from Jeanette Smith (tel: 710511).  The fee is £2 per month  for 10
months of the year, with profits to the Village Hall funds.
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WANTED WANTED WANTED
for

Little Comberton Street Market
Saturday 28th May 2022

When you start spring cleaning remember that those
unwanted items are WANTED for the Street Market!

Plants - Books - DVDs - CDs - Small Vintage items
and Collectibles - Nearly New Clothes - Jigsaws -
Games - Bottles (full!) for the Tombola.
And don’t forget – we’ll be asking for cakes and

scones later!

Donations for the raffle.  Would you be willing to
sponsor an item for the raffle? e.g. bottle of whisky
or brandy?

Church Exhibition   - ‘Games & Pastimes’
Can you loan us any items for the ‘Games &

Pastimes’ theme for the Church Exhibition?

Stallholders Welcome.
Perhaps you want to sell items yourselves on a stall.  Please phone for
details of charges, as early booking is advised!

Anyone willing to take a shift on a stall, or to help
on the day,  please contact us.

Please ring Penny Spiller 710725 or Carol Rabbette
710661 or email us at little.comberton@gmail.com

We are very grateful for your continued support.

mailto:little.comberton@gmail.com
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Monday Contact

9.30 a.m. Toddler Group EC Elmley Castle First School
10.00 a.m. Tai Chi & Tea LC Sue Sharman (710294)

1.30 p.m. Elmley Castle Art Group LC Karen Knight (710397)
Tuesday
10.30 a.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)
2.00 p.m. Art Class LC Peter Hodge (442841)

2.00 p.m. Modern Line Dancing GC Mrs B. Ward (710256)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868

or 07917822880)
6.45 p.m. Shotokan Karate Club LC Graham Knight

(gknight1344@sky.com)
6.30 p.m. Cardio Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)

7.15 p.m. Pilates EC School Hall. Julie Farr (710868)
7.30 p.m. Scouts EC Martin Harris (40808)
Wednesday
11.00a.m. Active Retired Workout LC Julie Farr (710868)
2.00 p.m. Carpet Bowls LC Graham Tustin
5.15 p.m. Beavers EC Martin Harris (40808)
6.30 p.m. Cubs EC Martin Harris (40808)
Thursday
9.30 a.m. Yoga LC Lucy Murray (710490)
9.25 a.m. Advanced Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

10.40 a.m. Beginners/intermediate Pilates GC Julie Farr (710868)

8.00 p.m. Mums Aloud Choir LC Jenny Newbury (710210)
Friday

9.30 a.m. Pilates EC Ibolya Gyorgy (07892 720345)

9.30 a.m. Cardio Pilates LC Julie Farr (710868 or
07917822880)

Editors note:
As we start to return to normal we would like to update the list below. If
you are restarting classes or are thinking of starting or ending one or the
details need changing please email us at linked2015@gmail.com with
the correct details.



29

Priest in Charge : Reverend Katryn Leclézio
                                The Rectory, 22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle,
                                Pershore, WR10 3HT
                                Tel: 01386 710394 email: klbhteam@gmail.com
Katryn’s day off will normally be Friday.  In emergency please contact a
Churchwarden or Alison Khan, Administrative Co-ordinator, Bredon
Hill Group (07984 748059; email: acbhteam@gmailcom)

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill,

 Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547

St Michael’s, Bricklehampton

Vacancy

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246

St Peter’s, Little Comberton

Mrs Edith Powell Sedgeberrow, 13 Pool Close 01386 710790

 Little Comberton. WR10 3EL

mailto:klbhteam@gmail.com
mailto:acbhteam@gmailcom
mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Mrs Nadia Underwood Headteacher

and Nursery  710279

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr Chris Tallis (Chairman) 47430
 Georgie Fenton (Secretary) 710370

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Mrs L.D. Yapp (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 552233 - office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Elmley Village Cafe Returns -The first Friday every month
The Cafe at the Queen Elizabeth - Friday 4 March 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon

Everyone welcome, from all villages
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Loads of fun for Everyone
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