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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink from the village websites

www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk

The deadline for the June issue is 11th May.
Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

Cover: Mark Adams

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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I’ve been following some of the social media groups around the Hill: the
contemporary way of communicating and creating community.  I have
found much of what is said wonderfully affirming of our diverse lives to-
gether around the Hill, as we share information and encouragement with
one another.  (Though some of the communication would have been
better left unsaid, or said in a different tone.)

Community is our post Easter focus in the Bible readings of the Church.
How do the Christians gathered by God the Holy Spirit continue to re-
flect the life of Jesus in the world?  We’re reading regularly from the Acts
of the Apostles and being reminded that the community of Jesus’ follow-
ers are to mirror the life and ministry of Jesus in the many, diverse com-
munities and cultures in which they live.

Like Jesus, the Church is called to be a presence of healing, of connec-
tion, of service.  The Church is called to champion those on the margins
of our society.  The Church is called to speak truth to power, however
costly and uncomfortable that might be.  It was costly in Roman times.
Being the Church reminds us that, as Christians, we are ‘resident aliens’
in all the cultures of the world, our first allegiance being to God’s King-
dom.  However at home I am in my own culture, as a Christian, I am al-
ways a ‘resident alien’.  The values and concerns of God’s Kingdom take
precedence over values and concerns that do not express God’s love.

We are beginning to welcome Ukrainian refugees locally and to grapple
with what it means to be hospitable and generous, a safe space for heal-
ing for people very different from ourselves.  This is what the Kingdom
of God looks like.
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I learnt recently that there are 47 young Afghan refugees in a hotel in
Evesham, struggling to find work and homes.  I wonder how the King-
dom of God would express itself for these young men?

Strong, loving communities take time and effort to maintain.  They take
countless little acts of love and generosity, every day.  Let’s keep working
to make our communities good places to live together. And, may God
bless our efforts!
Keep well,

Rev’d Katryn

Elmley Castle Lent Lunch
March 31st 2022

At least it didn’t snow but a bitter wind blew about twenty shivering
people into Warwick House  ready to try our selection of home made
soups and rustic breads.
It was lovely to see so many and conversations were lively and varied.
Thanks to the team who between them produced big pans of curried
parsnip, pea and leek, tomato and lentil, Thai pumpkin, spicy squash
and nettle soups.  There was enough for second and third helpings
and still some surplus that has been delivered to a few residents who
couldn’t make the occasion.
Thank you all for coming, helping, eating, clearing up and donating
so generously. The grand sum of £125 was donated to St Mary’s
Church.

Sally Dodwell



6

Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Katryn’s Thoughts

I lived in an urban village called Fontenay-sous-Bois in the Paris eastern
suburbs.  Every year the winding, narrow streets of Fontenay were closed
for the Brocante!  I loved the Brocante.  The whole town and environs
turned out.  The shops moved their wares onto the pavements, the peo-
ple wandered the streets.  I got a cast iron pot for next to nothing, be-
cause the stall holder was out getting food and the assistant gave me a
lovely low price for it. The children would have little stalls of all their cast
off toys which were eagerly bought by other excited children.  Recycling
before it was popular!
Imagine my delight when I heard that we have our very own Little
Comberton Street Market!  I can’t wait to wander around and see what’s
on offer, (after a wedding earlier in the day.)
I was also touched to hear that it raises money for our Parish churches
(plural).  Which the churches also share with the local village hall.  This
struck me as an aspect of what community should do:  share our resourc-
es to make one another as successful as we can.
I am so aware that the church buildings in our villages cannot continue
to be kept in good condition without solid investment from the local
communities in which they stand.  The church has always been for the
community and the buildings were used by the community for all sorts
of things: selling, meetings, learning and worship.  They were, after all,
the one solid dry place in many communities when they were built.
We need to find ways of using our buildings creatively so that they can
continue to be a gift to the community.  That will take some investment
to bring in water, toilets, and to make room for other activities.  I’m sure
we will be talking much more about this in the coming years.
I’m hoping that the whole Parish of Elmley, Bricklehampton and the
Combertons, and many further afield, turn out for the Little Comberton
Street Market.  Invite your family and friends!
See you there!

Rev’d Katryn
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Country Matters 27

Well the Cheltenham Racing Festival, and the Six Nations Rugby are
both over, the daffodils, hyacinths and crocuses are past their best, the
dawn chorus is louder (and earlier) than ever and tulips are out and they
will be followed by wild garlic and bluebells. The birds are hoovering up
the dogs hair clippings from the lawn with which to line their nests, and
finally we hear the sound of leather on willow as the intrepid Elmley
cricketers, young and old, knock up in the nets or enjoy the first game of
the season! Spring has certainly arrived and we must all be glad that we
live in the UK and not in the Ukraine, even more so in this Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty!
      I have a wren that regularly comes to the back patio and has done so
for at least a couple of years. The other morning it spent ages picking
something (too small for me to see what) from the undersides of the last
of the winter pansies. We've not ever found a nest, but my neighbours
have, which is quite exciting. Apparently the wren's song is one of the
strongest when comparing its volume to its size, but the Latin name of
troglodytes troglodytes (22 letters) is ridiculously long for such a tiny
bird!
      I have seen yellowhammers and coal tits along the Great Comberton
to Little Comberton road for the first time. Maybe the warmer winter
this year caused many more than usual to survive, or magpies have
found other things on which to feed, or both.
      How lovely it was to see the removal of the line of ugly, massive, dark,
imposing leylandii trees at the back of the War Memorial in Great
Comberton! All of a sudden it seems as if light streams into the whole
village and a great number of villagers are glad to see the back of them - I
certainly am!
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      Well the cock pheasant of last year has returned. I thought it was the
same one and was finally convinced by the reactions of the terriers! He is
resplendent in his mating finery and struts about the patio and garden as
if he owns the place. Normally if the dogs see anything out there, be it a
pigeon, cat, blackbirds or a squirrel they can't get outside quickly enough
to chase it. However, reaction to this visitor was very different. They
won't venture out, but sit watchful behind the safety of the glass doors
looking at 'Lord Snooty' as we call him. Occasionally he looks disdainful-
ly at them. Only when he has gone will they dare to creep out, which
makes me wonder what he did last year to make them respect him so?
      Finally that troublesome dandelion. BUT should it be termed a weed
and labelled troublesome? It has a beautiful yellow flower,and it can be
used as a medicine for heart complaints. Bees love them and they can be
eaten in salads. Their roots are actually good for your lawn as they are
wide spreading and loosen hard packed soil, aerate the earth and help
reduce erosion. They can be made into wine and who can forget the
wonderfully fizzy taste of dandelion and burdock pop?  So let's have a ' be
kind to dandelions month!'

Editors Note
Don’t miss the second feature article on Bricklehampton towards the back
of The Link including colour photos.
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Grumpy Old Men

Do you remember when . . . . .

● we played marbles in the street?
● school supplied your P.E. kit?
● junior school climbing frames were always metal?
● junior school climbing frames were always set in concrete?
● we never argued with referees or umpires?
● we played football in the street?
● 'Snickers' were called 'Marathon?’
● 'Starbursts' were called 'Opal Fruits?’
●  we wrote at school with fountain pens, not biros?
●  we wrote thank you letters for birthday and Christmas presents?

David Taylor

 I Remember when
● ‘Farthings’ made up part of the price of a loaf of bread.
● Worthington’s scooped sugar into blue sugar bags from sugar

sacks in the shop.

John Illidge

Editors note
Additional memories welcome from all members of our communities, not
just the men!
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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Family Quiz

Q1. What is the world's heaviest flying bird?
Q2. Are hippos mainly carnivorous or vegetarian?
Q3. Which has a forked tail, a red kite or a buzzard?
Q4. To which family does a capercaillie belong?
Q5. What is the term used to describe opening an oyster?
Q6. What sort of shellfish is a razor?
Q7. In Judith Kerr's book, which animal came to tea?
Q8. What is Beatrix Potter's frog called?
Q9. What colour is a lobster and what colour does it turn into when
         cooked?
Q10. What is kelp?
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

Ring Paul Sanger
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger34@gmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Monthly Market

Thursday 19th May
9.30 - 11.30 a.m.

Hand sanitising, social distancing will still be in place (unless the
guidelines change by then!)  We ask that you continue to wear masks
inside the hall. The mobile Post Office, with banking services, should

be available from 9 a.m.-10 a.m.                                Sara Speed

Great Comberton WI

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month
at 2.00pm in Great Comberton Village Hall.

Our meetings are a mix of speakers/social events and are always fol-
lowed by a sociable tea.

We welcome new members/visitors to all our meetings.

Ann Reynolds President
01386710179 / ereyn55870@btinternet,com.

Elmley Village Cafe -The first Friday
every month

The Cafe at the Queen Elizabeth - Friday 6th May
10.30 a.m. - 12 noon

Everyone welcome, from all villages
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Monday Club

Thirteen of us met in The Queens on Tuesday 5th April for lunch and a
chinwag, most enjoyable.
On Tuesday 10th  May we have our trip to Nature-in-Art, Twigworth,
Gloucestersire. We meet at 1.30 p.m. at Elmley Village Hall. Please ring if
you would like to come and haven’t already said so.
There will be no meeting in June due to the Jubilee celebrations.
Then on Monday 14th  July, Hattie and Tony Sleight have invited us to a
garden party at Manor Farm Cottage in Elmley.

Jenny & Will 710682

Gardening Club

On Wednesday 18th May we have an afternoon
tour of Westlands Speciality Growers, Station
Road, Offenham, (www.westlandsuk.co.uk).

Westlands are very well established growers in The Vale of Evesham,
having been here for 80 years. They use the very latest techniques and
cutting-edge technology, while still paying close attention to high
quality. Their plants include microveg leaves, edible flowers, speciality
tomatoes and sea herbs, all in high demand by top national restau-
rants.
We will use our own cars to arrive for a 2 p.m. start to our guided tour
of the massive greenhouses. SatNav: WR11 8LW. Those members in-
terested should contact Edith Powell on 01386 710790

Note for members’ diaries:
15th June, a visit to the garden, field and woodland at ‘Rest Harrow’,
Welland near Malvern. This is an evening visit.
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2022

28th May 2022

This is a cash only event
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Anyone for a Game?

For the Street Market this year the focus for the church exhibition is on
games and pastimes. I have a few boxed and board games but not nearly
enough to fill the space available, so if you have any games I could bor-
row for a short while I would be grateful.

Technology will not be in evidence, just the games played around a table,
the older the better – what happened to snakes and ladders, lotto and five
stones? Perhaps they are in your cupboard somewhere.

Oh, and some games will be set out for you to play while having a drink
and a biscuit.

Please contact Edith Powell (01386 710790)

Willing to help?

The following villagers are coordinating elements of the Street Market.
If you can help in any way please contact them:

● Cakes: Zoe Kirby 710596
● Afternoon Teas:  Sheila Morris 710818
● Cream Teas: Penny Spiller 710725
● Nearly New:  Mieke Phillips 710264
● Jigsaws and Boxed Games:  Becky and James Cartwright 710565
● Plants: Pat and Tim Perry 710338
● Tombola: Dave and Eloise Smaylen 710672
● Children's Tombola: Sally and Mike Roberts 710653
● Church Exhibition ‘Games and Pastimes’:  Edith Powell 710790
● Vintage and Collectibles: Andy Dermont and Mark Kibble 710173
● Books and DVDs: Roger Spiller 710725
● Raffle: Pauline Jamieson 710192
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Little Comberton Sports and Social Club: ‘100 Club’
April 2022 Month 8

  No Name  Amount
1st 11 Kevin White £25.00
2nd 108 Pat Perry £10.00
3rd 60 Tony Davey £5.00

Sheila Morris Secretary LCS&SC

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle and Netherton Village Hall
100 PLUS CLUB WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners in our March 2022 draw. The lucky numbers were –
     1st Prize (£50)       No. 25  - Victoria Meredith

2nd Prize (£25)     No.  36  - Karen Eaton
This completes the draws for the 2021-22 year. Thank you for supporting the village
hall. Applications forms for renewal of membership for 2022-23, or for new mem-
bers wishing to join, are available from Jeanette Smith (tel: 710511).  The fee is £2
per month over 10 months of the year, with profits to the Village Hall funds.

Family Quiz Answers
A. 1. Great bustard.
A.2. Vegetarian.
A. 3. Red kite.
A. 4. Grouse.
A. 5. Shuck or shucking.
A. 6. Clam.
A. 7. Tiger.
A. 8. Jeremy Fisher.
A. 9. Blue then red.
A. 10. Seaweed.
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at THE OLD RECTORY
LITTLE COMBERTON

By kind permission of John and Susie Kottler

FRIDAY 1st July 2022
TICKETS £10

available from:
Mike/Sally Roberts 710653  Brian Barber 710328
        Phil Airdrie 710558              Penny Spiller 710725

* Raffle *

  7.30pm – 10.30pm           Gates open 6.30pm
   Farewells at 11pm                     Free car parking close by

An eclectic mix of cool Jazz, Swing, Latin, Blues and a little Trad.,
whilst enjoying views of Bredon/Malvern Hills

This is an opportunity to have a wonderful evening together.
Do join us.

Bring a picnic and be prepared for any weather!

PROFITS TO SUPPORT THE LOCAL CHURCH
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Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton & Netherton Parish
Council

Preparations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
2022

Come and join us in a weekend of celebrations, partying, events and
much more!
Elmley is delighted to invite Her Majesty’s subjects to join them in a 4 day celebration
of 70 years on the throne. From cricket matches to a classic car show, from afternoon
tea to a Jubilee picnic lunch, from live music and hog roast to children’s portraits of Her
Majesty, there is something for everyone. The event will start on Thursday 2 June with a
nationwide beacon lighting ceremony and finish on Sunday 5 June with a Service of
Thanksgiving in St Mary’s church Elmley Castle.

Below is the programme of events for the 4 day celebrations. If anyone would like to
lend a hand to any of the events or help to provide much needed bunting please contact
jubilee@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

● THURSDAY 2nd JUNE
9.15pm The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon lighting, drinks and burgers at
Elmley Castle Cricket Club from 7pm, staying to watch the lighting of the beacon.
Beer festival at The Queen’s all day.

● FRIDAY 3rd JUNE
1pm – 4pm The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee family fun day at Elmley Castle First School
Classic cars gathering outside The Queen’s in the square in the afternoon.
Beer festival at The Queen’s all day with Hog Roast from 3pm and live music from The
Rubies at 8pm.

● SATURDAY 4th JUNE
2.30pm tea and cakes to be served at Elmley Castle village hall, showing displayed por-
traits of the Queen drawn by Elmley Castle CE First School pupils.
Beer festival at The Queen’s all day with a Hog Roast from 3pm followed by a 1950’s /
1960’s themed Disco from 7pm. 1950’s/ 1960’s dress up.

● SUNDAY 5th JUNE
1.00pm The Big Jubilee Lunch on the cricket green. Please bring a picnic and enjoy with
family and friends, 1950’s music to be played along with a Grand raffle draw. (Fingers
crossed for good weather)!
2.00pm St Mary’s Church teas and cakes followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at 4pm
Beer festival at The Queen’s all day.
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Priest in Charge : Reverend Katryn Leclézio
                                The Rectory, 22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle,
                                Pershore, WR10 3HT
                                Tel: 01386 710394 email: klbhteam@gmail.com
Katryn’s day off will normally be Friday.  In emergency please contact a
Churchwarden or Alison Khan, Administrative Co-ordinator, Bredon Hill
Group (07984 748059; email: acbhteam@gmailcom)

eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle
Mr P. Hayes 15 Cornmill,
 Elmley Castle, WR10 3JQ 01386 710547
St Michael’s, Bricklehampton
Vacancy
St Michael’s, Great Comberton
Mr W. Graham Pinewood House, Church Street,
 Great Comberton, WR10 01386 710246
St Peter’s, Little Comberton
Mrs Edith Powell Sedgeberrow, 13 Pool Close 01386 710790
 Little Comberton. WR10 3EL

mailto:klbhteam@gmail.com
mailto:acbhteam@gmailcom
mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com
mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Mrs Nadia Underwood Headteacher

and Nursery  710279

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr Chris Tallis (Chairman) 47430
 Georgie Fenton (Secretary) 710370

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Nicola Harding (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 561879 - Office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Bricklehampton beauty with a history.

We hope most of you will get to see and appreciate the beauty through
Bricklehampton village, especially the stunning gardens, pretty church
and the grass bank with overflowing blossom trees and daffodils. It really
is an eye-catching view as you pass through.

I hope you don't mind taking a few minutes to read a little bit about the
history, heart and soul that has gone into the upkeep of this view and the
grass bank that runs through part of the hamlet.

Around the 1950’s, after the war, Bob Stephens planted the stunning row
of white horn beam and cherry blossom trees along what we all now see,
opposite the houses, on the lovely grass verge.

The verge / bank used to be a very deep overgrown ditch full of brambles
and debris. It was Oonagh who did her best, strimming the banks trying
to keep control of the overgrown mess and was often seen, working
down in the bottom of that ditch, in order to get to the sides.
After a time, Edward and his son Johnny got together to tidy the bank
for the better. This was not an easy task and they started by digging it out
and running a drain all the way along with an opening at the bottom end
to help with the water flow. A lot of soil was moved to fill the ditch and
grass seed was laid to make the bank and verge as smooth and tidy, as it
is today, along with the planting of the stunning daffodils that Edward
kindly still feeds each year.

Johnny Stephens has been part of this village, growing up in Court Farm
and working on the family farm as a young lad. His love and passion for
the land and Bricklehampton village is well known. He is often seen on
the mower cutting the grass, strimming the banks, and planting trees and
bulbs.

You may notice the younger trees set back on top of the bank, with all
the beautiful crocuses around the base of the trees. These were obtained



30

through the generosity of the parish council. They were found and then
planted by Johnny and have been carefully planned, so they can mature
in time to take over the line of the old blossom and white beam that are
sadly coming to the end of their lives.

The deep red leaves on the blossom trees are beautiful and, with the his-
tory behind them, Johnny was keen to keep some seeds and maintain a
generation; excitingly they have taken and are now a good three feet
high, so all of Bob Stephens' hard work is carried on with a new genera-
tion.

Johnny also has a love of bees and manages his own hives. This helps
with pollination and gives us amazing honey. You will often hear the
lovely buzzing of them working hard in the blossom trees.

A lot of passion and care goes into all of this, and we are so thrilled by all
the lovely comments, we receive, from passers-by.

We would really appreciate it if those of you who use it, could give a little
thought to the area, e.g. when walking on the bank as you may not see
the bulbs coming up. We also wondered if we could politely ask if drivers
reading this article could pull into any available entrance to allow the
HGV’s and buses to pass, as so many people in Bricklehampton have had
their grass verges cut up and this is such a shame.

And I know it's sometimes difficult, but also if horse riders would mind
doing their best to keep their horses' hooves off the grass as the mower's
getting old and grumpy and is hard to manoeuvre, especially when it
keeps dropping into holes! However, we would be lost without it. Your
kind consideration will help us to keep the bank looking its best for eve-
ryone to enjoy.
Thank you for reading this. I hope you enjoy a little village family history
and keep enjoying the beautiful seasonal views of Bricklehampton and
surrounding areas.

Sam Turner
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Loads of fun for Everyone

Photos: Mark Adams


