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Village Jubilee Celebrations. Various photographers.
Cover: Nigel Jamieson
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The Link is published by The Parochial Church
Council of Elmley Castle with Netherton,
Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton.

Rectory Office
22 Parkwood
Elmley Castle
Pershore
WR10 3HT

Articles in The Link  express the views of the authors and not necessarily those
of the PCC. All text and photographs are copyright and should not be
reproduced without permission. In the first instance, please contact the Editor.

The Link is published every month, except for December/January and
July/August, which are double issues.

The Link can be viewed online at : https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
or from the weblink from the village websites

www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk

The deadline for the September issue is 11th August.
Material for inclusion should be sent to the Editors, Pauline & Nigel Jamieson.
Address: The Grange, Wick Road, Little Comberton, Pershore, WR10 3EH
Email: linked2015@gmail.com
Phone: 01386 710192

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact Maurice
Newman: Email: maurice@mnewman.uk

Submitting material
If at all possible, please send text material ready for A5 publication as a Word
file or as an RTF file. Photos are always welcome and should be left at as high a
resolution as possible.

https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
https://thelinknewsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.thelink.news/
www.little-comberton.com
www.great-comberton.uk
mailto:linked2015@gmail.com
mailto:maurice@mnewman.uk
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From the parish registers

Wedding:
Louise Bent and Matthew Errington, Bricklehampton, 23rd April 2022
Funeral:
John Newbury, St Michael’s, Great Comberton 25th May 2022
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“I want to put back into the community,” said a friend, newly retired
from a very high powered job in the City of London.  She’s joined a cou-
ple of charities locally to actually put back into the community.  This
made me think of the wonderful Little Comberton Street Market.  What
a delight!  Thank you to all who put on such a wonderful occasion for
our villages!  And the Platinum Jubilee celebrations all around the Hill!
Eckington and Bredon Flower Festivals were such fun.  I loved the hu-
mour in the arrangements.  There was so much joy around the villages as
we opened our gardens, joined in picnics and cricket, supported beer and
cider festivals.  We really are better together.

This made me think of all the volunteers who put so much back into our
communities in so many ways, as each is able.  I sometimes pop into one
of our churches to pray a moment and often I find someone with a
screwdriver in hand making a small repair, or a broom in hand trying to
clean up those uneven flagstones, or secateurs in hand…  Thank you, so
much.

Volunteering is important for so many reasons.  It doesn’t only get
things done in our communities but it keeps us connected, keeps us hu-
man, reminds us of our interdependence.  When we work together with
others we are reminded of the complexity of community and the need to
put love into action, to simply do what is right and treat people right be-
cause that’s the oil in the engine of relationships and community.

We are entering into the season of Trinity when Christians celebrate and
explore the mysterious nature of the One God as three distinct Persons.
Three Persons in loving relationship, who draw us into that joyous, lov-
ing relationship.  Who show us how to live together with diversity and
difference, making it work.  When I volunteer, I put myself in a place
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where I may be teamed up with someone who rubs me up the wrong
way, I put myself in a place to learn love.  To see my co-volunteer as one
in whom God delights, as much as God delights in me.  This helps me to
get things in perspective and to learn to appreciate all of God’s good cre-
ations for the way they enrich my life, even if it’s smoothing off my
rough edges in the process!

Perhaps it is time for some of us to consider where we can ‘give back’ to
our communities in some way?  I know the Queens at Elmley Castle
could do with a few more people to give a few hours a month helping out
in the pub and restaurant.  Is this maybe for you?  The church can always
put volunteer hours to good use.  So many local charities could do with
some time too.

So, may God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, bless us as we continue to
seek the good of our communities in so many different ways.

We definitely are better together.
Rev’d Katryn
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Elmley Parish Secretary/Administrator Role

Jane Moore will be standing down at the end of July having offered  7
years of exemplary administrative services to the parish.  We are looking
to offer the contract  to  someone in her place to keep the administration
of the Parish running smoothly.

The role is to support the vicar in all administrative tasks.
You will need to be extremely organised with previous administration
experience and someone who can get the tone right when communicat-
ing with a wide range of people. Ideally you’ll  be self-motivated, resilient
and happy to be trusted to get on with the job.

Tasks will include:
● Collating  and publishing the Pew Sheet each week.
● Ensuring that office and church supplies are topped up.
● Completing  administration around weddings and baptisms.
● Dealing with correspondence and a myriad of other tasks as and

when they arise.
● Staffing the Parish Office for some hours a week ( currently

Wednesdays)

You will be reporting to and liasing with Rev’d Katryn. The work is for
approximately 4 hrs per week.

If you would like to find out more about the role, Jane is in the Parish
Office at 22 Parkwood on Wednesday mornings. ( 01386 710394)
To apply please contact rectoryoffice@btinternet.com  for more details
and application form.
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“Let’s get messy!”  A rallying cry calculated to get Messy Church people
excited.  I’ve just returned from a wonderful Messy Church conference
which challenged me again to think about how we are working at mak-
ing our life and worship intergenerational worship in our church com-
munities?
So, what’s Messy Church, I hear you ask?  Messy Church gathers people
of all ages around Jesus Christ.  The Bible and our life as Christians in
the world is explored within the values of creativity, hospitality and cele-
bration.  Typically, a Messy Church will involve making things (getting
messy), doing things (like messy science, or eco activities) which explore
the biblical theme of the day.  In my last Parish we had Brick Church
where we used Lego and Duplo (not so messy!)
While we work together across generations, we reflect on a different
question at each activity which is related both to the activity and the
theme of the day.  These crafts and activities are then brought together in
a short act of worship where the Bible story is told in different ways and
wondering questions are asked.  This is followed by sharing food togeth-
er, it could be a meal, it could be a snack.
Messy Church makes space for the wisdom and insights which all ages
bring to understanding the Bible and living the Christian life.  When 5
year old Isaac was reflecting on receiving Holy Communion and why it
was important to him, he said simply, “It reminds me that Jesus is inside
me and is my friend.”  So simple. So profound.
Messy church needs a team of people to make it happen.  If you’re inter-
ested let me know.
Keep well.

Rev’d Katryn
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Kersoe Vehicle Services
Maintenance & Repairs

Your one-stop shop for all repairs to a whole range of vehicles.

Cars, including Classics - Equestrian Transport – Trailers - Diagnostics
Limited Agricultural & Garden machinery (please ask)

Contact Merv or Anita or call in to see us

Kersoe Farm      T; 01386 710903
Elmley Castle       M; 07836 596261
Pershore     E; kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
WR10 3JD     FB; Kersoe Vehicle Services

Plumbing and General
Property Maintenance

Ring Paul Sanger
 Mob: 07530 623673
 Email: paulsanger34@gmail.com

mailto:kersoevehicleservices@outlook.com
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Country Matters 29
The jay, often described as a "highly intelligent loudmouth" seems to be
quite numerous in this area. I recently stopped to watch three of them
arguing furiously in one of the oak trees lining the road just before Four
Acres Nursery. The argument was really heated and I was totally ig-
nored! I can only presume it was over either territory or mating rights!
Whatever it was it was fascinating to see and hear and reminded me how
beautiful these members of the crow family are with their pink plumage
and black and blue wing flashes. It was also interesting to learn that it
was the jay's love of acorns which it often leaves hidden and then forgets
about that is credited with the rapid spread of oak trees after the last Ice
Age!
      It has been lovely to see so many cowslips and bluebells along the
verges of the roads on both sides of Great Comberton this year , especial-
ly as even to my untrained eye the latter seem to be predominantly of the
English sort and not yet challenged by the Spanish variety. And talking
of variety it's also great to see the number of different wild garlic we have
in the area with each having its own distinctive flower!
      Road works have again taken over both in and outside Great Comb-
erton. I am particularly pleased on a personal note to see repairs being
done to the ruts between the road and the verges as my wife was forced
into a particularly deep one not long ago. Fortunately there was no dam-
age to the car , but others, I believe, have not been so lucky as indicated
by the scrapes on the road surface!
      By the time you read this Little Comberton Street Market will have
taken place and I am sure been a roaring success. After all the covid re-
strictions people are glad to get out and about. In early May I was fortu-
nate enough to go to both Badminton Horse Trials and, a couple of days
later, to the RHS. Spring Garden Show at Malvern. Both events were
packed and stallholders were doing a roaring trade, all of which goes to
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FAMILY QUIZ
Q.1. Which vegetables are sold in rounds?
Q.2. Which vegetables are rarely eaten in the city after which they are
named?
Q.3. What is the collective name for a group of rabbit burrows?
Q.4. What were the "four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie?”
Q.5. Which of Beatrix Potter's characters first name was Jemima?
Q6   Give one name for a group of ravens.
Q.7. Do you know what the plant clematis vitalia is?
Q.8. Which herb has a girl’s name?
Q9.  What colour are the eggs of a song thrush?
Q10. Which bird is the emblem of the RSPB?

show how much the general public has missed its freedoms! This, I am
sure bodes well for the other events taking place all over the country this
summer, including, of course, the Great Comberton Flower Show on
August 27th !
      Back now to fauna observations. My neighbour has regularly seen a
fox (probably female ) on his wildlife camera and I have picked up its
droppings from our back lawn. The other day I saw two muntjac deer
crossing the road at the bottom of Goodleigh Hill and cries of buzzards
have been heard in the same location which could mean that the latter
are nesting near there. There have also been unconfirmed reports of a
pair of peregrine falcons seen on the top of Pershore Abbey.  I've not
seen them, but if true what a wonderful sight that would be!
      The wonderful dandelion has finally changed it's beautiful yellow
head for that fascinating ball of seeds that my grandchildren love to blow
into the air while making a wish. However, the yellow theme has been
taken up by the most amazing amounts of buttercups  that grace the
meadows and fields around The Combertons making the whole world
look beautiful!

David Taylor
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Great Comberton Biodiversity Group – July 2022

What to look out for this month:
Bats
June marks not just the emergence of baby birds, but bats, too! The
warmer weather prompts pregnant female bats to form maternity roosts,
where they gather in large numbers before giving birth. Each female has
a single pup that will remain with her for just over a month, until it is old
enough to fend for itself.
Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs travel around a mile each night looking for food and to find a
mate, but they are in decline because our garden walls and fences are be-
coming more secure, restricting their movements. Insect-friendly gar-
dens provide a great habitat for hedgehogs.  Look out for small long
black ‘poos’ on the ground as this is a sure sign you have a ‘hog. We can
make life easier for them by making holes in or under our garden bound-
aries - a 13cm x 13cm gap is sufficient for them to pass through.

Tips to encourage more biodiversity in your garden:
● Experiment with having areas of grass at different heights and

even leaving a small ‘no mow’ area, and your lawn could be
quickly transformed into a wildlife haven without any extra input
from you! You may be surprised by what you find – we now have
common spotted and pyramidal orchids flowering!

● Dandelions are usually seen as weeds but they’re an important
food source for pollinating insects so why not let them flower and
then when they start setting seed with the familiar ‘clock’ just
pick the head off and dispose of it.

● A patch of nettles will act as a caterpillar nursery for butterflies.
● Dead wood is five-star accommodation for many insects such as

beetles, which are important predators, act as pollinators and are
a food source for hedgehogs and birds.
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Adding water to your garden is one of the best things you can do for
wildlife, and every little bit helps! A pond is great, but even an old wash-
ing up bowl sunk into the ground will provide an important habitat.
Please don’t cut hedges just yet – many birds have more than one brood
and will still be nesting. Current advice from the RSPB is not to cut
hedges between March and August.

With the school holidays on the horizon here are some activities to get
the younger members of the family involved:

● Do a BIO BLITZ - spend 45 minutes wandering around the gar-
den armed with a pen, paper and a magnifying glass and make a
list of all the birds, bugs and creepy crawlies you see.

● Build a bug hotel - this can be any size using things lying around
- there are plenty of ideas online.

● Sit out quietly at dusk to see what uses your garden - bats, hedge-
hogs, foxes and night flying moths may well visit.

● Build a birdbath - use a shallow, watertight bowl, such as an up-
turned dustbin lid or large circular plant tray. The perfect bird-
bath will have shallow sloping sides, a maximum depth of 10cm
and be at least 30cm wide. Add some stones or gravel, raise it up
if it doesn’t have a base, and fill with water!

If you’ve found some of these ideas interesting and are keen to get in-
volved, we’d love to hear from you.

Pete Allen,
email: hellopeteallen@gmail.com
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28th May 2022

GOM
Do you remember when .........
. the only nappies were towelling ones which had to be washed ?
. there were only prams, no pushchairs!
. we were all potty-trained BEFORE we went to school!!
. school desks all had ink wells?
. all junior schools had visits from ' foot inspectors! '
. fitted carpets didn't exist.
. rugs were hung on the washing line and beaten!
. only ' spivs ' used Brylcream!
.  the only men’s haircut was a short back and sides!
. granny kept conkers in her clothes drawers to ward off moths!
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Little Comberton Street Market
Saturday 28th May 2022

Each of us has a notion of an ideal England. For some, the image is invoked by
a stirring speech from one of Shakespeare’s history plays—Richard II or Henry
V—or by a patriotic poem from the First World War. For others, the vision of
an ideal England may derive from landscape-painting, pastoral music, or the
pageantry surrounding our monarchy. Those of us who live around Bredon
Hill, however, are fortunate enough to have a quintessentially English event on
our very doorstep: the annual Street Market at Little Comberton.

To walk into Manor Lane on market day was to be transported back to some
indefinite time in the last century, when country lanes were void of noisy traffic
and life ambled at a slower pace. An undulating sea of heads passed between
market-stalls displaying a rich variety of crafts, plants, foodstuffs, and brocante.
This was the kind of colourful market-bustle that I had known and loved so
well as a boy growing up in a Yorkshire market-town.

It was a delight to encounter the rich variety of period cottages and picturesque
gardens enclosing the festivities in Manor Lane. Great care had been taken to
ensure that all the properties looked their very best on the big day. A gentle
stroll to the far end of the market culminated at St. Peter’s, a little gem of a
church, with a beautifully restored roof.

As the market-goers wandered from stall to stall, admiring produce and making
purchases, an accordion struck up a traditional tune. A jingle of bell-pads on
shins and a flash of white handkerchiefs waved above heads announced that the
Pebworth Morris Men were performing. The flow of pedestrians was checked:
everyone paused to enjoy the spectacle of traditional English dancing, there in a
narrow lane, between stalls and at the very heart of the crowd.

It was encouraging to see how many youngsters had come along. Some were
carried on hips or balanced on shoulders. Some were pushed along in buggies.
Others were old enough and confident enough to make their own way through
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the crowds. Many were licking ice-creams or clutching newly-acquired toys,
bought from the stalls. In the church, youngsters enjoyed playing the card
games and board-games that had been laid out for them. All seem thoroughly
to enjoy themselves. This was such a family-friendly event!

Young and old alike flocked to the classic cars in the Large Paddock. Many of
the vehicles were of English origin, dating from the first half of the Twentieth
Century. Among the older generation, these conjured up visions of traffic on
the roads of childhood. All the vehicles on display reflected the careful attention
of proud owners. There was even a working steam engine, immaculately turned
out and seemingly conjured from the pages of a Thomas Hardy novel.

For those who, after prolonged browsing, had worked up an appetite, a thirst,
or both, there was a choice of venue. To the accompaniment of the Little
Comberton Musicians, the Walled Paddock offered beer, Pimm’s, and pork
rolls, while the kids were provided with games, including tombola and a coco-
nut shy. Alternatively, in the village hall, there was a well-organised team wait-
ing to welcome those who preferred cream teas (and yes, the warm scones with
all the trimmings were particularly delicious!); while Tythe Court offered after-
noon teas with a large dollop of calorie-free live music.

When we returned to the car park, the cheerful volunteers who had guided us
to our places hours before were still working tirelessly to help drivers out of the
‘blind’ entrance and back onto the road. They epitomised the efforts of all those
in the village who had selflessly given up their day to ensure that visitors en-
joyed the event to the full. We owe a particular debt of gratitude to them, and
more especially to those who had worked for weeks (or, in some cases,
months!) on preparations for this annual event, dedicated to fund-raising for
the church and the village hall. For one memorable day, the good people of Lit-
tle Comberton created for us the essence of ‘This blessed plot, this earth, this
realm, this England’, leaving us with ‘hearts at peace, under an English heaven’.

Paul Miller.
Bredon
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Editors Note

Please support our
advertisers.

It is through their generosi-
ty and sponsorship that we

can bring you this FREE
magazine.

Supporting YOUR Local
Community Enterprises.
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I Love My Cricket Pitch Bench.

I love my cricket pitch bench and all it represents. In memory of a life-
long friend or cherished family member, it tells a tale for you all to re-
member.

By day, I watch the children play and train or the men on matchday slog
and  strain. With friends we drink and often cheer or simply jeer at um-
pires  decisions that are somewhat unclear. I love my cricket pitch bench.

By night a mist will shroud the ground, and Pipistrelles fly around and
around.  So watch your step as slippy it can get, and beware the hedge-
hogs rummaging at your feet, as their spiky jackets will make you eek. I
love my cricket pitch  bench.

For such a place to be free use, I can’t think of better place to choose. To
watch  the grounds-man come and go on mower or roller to make it all
just so. Or he’s  simply marking out a wicket, to help the teams for that
day’s cricket. I love my  cricket pitch bench.

A better British site, I know not where to choose to dream or just to
stare. And  to leave this place for however brief, will surely mean a lesser
peace. I love my  cricket pitch bench.

By Steve Allen 2022.
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Remedial Massage & Bodywork
Treating muscular pain and injuries

Aiding postural alignment and flexibility

Sally Allen (MFHT, CNHC)
Tel:  07776 142427

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk

Clinic in Great Comberton

glen.bowbrook@live.com

www.bredonhillbodywork.co.uk
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Elmley Castle Village
Hall Monthly Market

Thursday 21st July
9.30 - 11.30 a.m.
All Covid restrictions have been discontinued

The mobile Post Office, with banking services, should be available from
9 a.m.-10 a.m.                                Sara Speed

There will be no market in August

Great Comberton WI

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month
at 2.00pm in Great Comberton Village Hall.

Our meetings are a mix of speakers/social events and are always fol-
lowed by a sociable tea.

We welcome new members/visitors to all our meetings.

Ann Reynolds President
01386710179 / ereyn55870@btinternet.com

Elmley Village Cafe -The first Friday
every month

The Cafe at the Queen Elizabeth -
Friday 1st July & Friday 5th August

10.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Everyone welcome, from all villages
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Monday Club
On Monday 4th July we are invited by Hattie and Tony Sleight at Manor
Farm Cottage, Elmley, to a garden party at 2:30pm.

On Wednesday 3rd August we have booked a visit to Bourton House
garden. These are lovely gardens which the club visited some years ago in
the village of Bourton on the Hill. Tea is in their wonderful barn.
Please get in touch if you would like to come. 1.30 p.m. meet Elmley Vil-
lage Hall.

Jenny & Will 710682

Gardening Club

Our next visit will be to ‘The Lenches’ garden in
Eckington which has featured in the Eckington
Open Gardens weekends. Use our own cars to ar-
rive ready for 2 p.m.

Wednesday 20th July
£5 entry inc. light refreshments

‘The Lenches’, New Road, Eckington, Worcs., WR10 3AZ

Our August visit will be our Garden Social event, by kind invitation of
Sue and Andrew Dermont.

Wednesday 17th August
7p.m. at ‘Lilac Croft’ in Pool Close. £2 refreshments

Please contact Edith Powell on 710790 if you would like to attend ei-
ther or both of the above.

Date for your diary:
Wednesday 21st September an evening visit to ‘Hayloft Nurseries’

Roger Leake
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Little Comberton Sports and Social Club: ‘100 Club’
         June 2022       Month 10
 Number Name   Amount

1st 71 Jean Kerslake  £25.00
2nd 70 Helen Salter  £10.00
3rd 57 Steph Benning  £5.00

Sheila Morris Secretary LCS&SC

Bricklehampton, Elmley Castle and Netherton Village Hall
100 PLUS CLUB

Starting again in June 2022
New Forms were in the Link Mag last month or
please contact Jeanette Smith 01386 710511

Money raised for village Hall Funds
1st Prize £50 – 2nd Prize £25
3rd Prize £15 (at the discretion of the Committee)
New numbers on sale now for June 2022 to March 2023
£20 for the opportunity to win over 10 months.
Winning numbers will be announced at the Village Market.

Family Quiz Answers
A.1. Asparagus.
A.2. Brussels sprouts.
A.3. A warren.
A.4. Crows.
A.5. Puddleduck.
A.6. An unkindness.
A.7. Travellers Joy or Old Man's Beard.
A.8. Rosemary.
A.9. Glossy blue with small black spots
A.10. Avocet.
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Macmillan Coffee morning - Save the date
Great Comberton WI are holding a Macmillan Coffee morning on
Friday September 30th in Great Comberton Village Hall in the
morning.
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Priest in Charge : Reverend Katryn Leclézio
                                The Rectory, 22 Parkwood, Elmley Castle,
                                Pershore, WR10 3HT
                                Tel: 01386 710394 email: klbhteam@gmail.com

eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

rectoryoffice@btinternet.com

Administrative Coordinator
Alison Khan        tel: 07984 748059

                        e-mail: acbhteam@gmail.com

She is also the person to contact in the first instance with any enquiries,
including about weddings, funerals and baptisms.

mailto:klbhteam@gmail.com
mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com
mailto:rectoryoffice@btopenworld.com
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Beavers & Cubs Mr M. Harris 40808

Elmley Castle First School   Mrs Nadia Underwood Headteacher

and Nursery  710279

Friends of Elmley Castle Church Mr Chris Tallis (Chairman) 47430
 Georgie Fenton (Secretary) 710370

Elmley Castle Cricket Club Robin Eaton (Club Secretary) 710002

Great Comberton Flower Show Sonia Dent (Secretary) 710496

Great Comberton Social Club Geoff Hodgson  710492

Great Comberton Women’s Institute  Mrs A. Reynolds (President)  710179

Monday Club Mrs J. Easton (Contact) 710682

‘Troupers’ (Drama) Mr M. Cieslik (Chair) 710453

Village Halls

Elmley Castle Mrs J. Smith (Secretary) 710511

Little Comberton Mrs M. Parker (Secretary) 710504

Great Comberton Mrs B. Ward (Secretary) 710256

Village Parish Councils
Elmley Castle,  Bricklehampton Andy Robinson
& Netherton 07586 567777 – Office hours only.

clerk@elmleycastleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Little Comberton Nicola Harding (Clerk)
& Great Comberton 01386 561879 - Office hours only

littlecombertonpc@outlook.com
greatcombertonpc@outlook.com
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Loads of fun for Everyone

Little Comberton Street Market photos: various photographers


